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DEDICATION.

My DEAR Lorp FEGREMONT,

Tug greater portion of ghis work has been
long written, and was originally intended to have
bLeen incorporated with a political trcatise on
Portugal published some ycars ago, of which it
was onl;' agpart and continuation. In that treatise .
I endeavoured to give my rea.del( Some insight
into the laws of Portugal, the municipal and
judicial system of that countrp, the existing
tenures of property, the actual state of her
trade, and thc rclative strength and position
of the political partics which then divided the
kingdom. That work reffrred cxclusi to
those deeper and drier_coﬂsidcrations,’:&ch,
howcver fraught with interest ™ the politician.
are, compara.tively,’ little congenial to. the taste
of the general jreader ; “but this narrasive of my
journey through Portugal, hitherto unpublished,
is of a ligh#f§§ gast, containing some sketches
oi.' society, mixed up with persenal adventures.
and occasionfally aljuding to those peculiar habits,
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superstitions, and gpinions upon which the poh-
tical changes ofo e last few rrears can have, as
‘yet, produced no sens1b1e 1mpressxon

There was One, indecd, who had consented to
receive this tribut{ of filial affection. To that
beloved Parcnt T should<have offered this little
work with a full consciousnuss of its many im-
perfections, but with an carncst hope that it
might shed a transicnt gleam of pleqsﬁm over
some of thosé \vca.i'y hours that marked the pro-
gress of declining strength. Circumstances, how-
cver, prevented its appearance at that time, and I
subsequently dropped the intention of publishing
it at all. But the stirring cvents that have lately
taken place, and arc still occurring in the north-
ern p:ovinces of Spuin; the extent to which the
intérests of Great Britain have been committed
in this most uns.appy ‘struggla; and, more than
all, the deep interest which I feel in the welfare
of the wrtuous and hlgh mmded Basques, are
circumstances which have induced me to resume
my pen, and give some brief accoﬁn. of the social
and political state of Biscay.

I was, at one time, well acquamtbd with that
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3
country, and learned, at an e ly period of life,

to admirc tHt charscter’ and precia.te the in-
stitutions of a peolzle little known to the British
public, but, perhaps, the noblest, though now
the most oppressed, m.Europc"

As my old Portuguese® manuscript was still in
existence. T determin®d to combine, in the same
work, my, observations on Biscay and the narra-
tive of my*journey through lortugal and Gal-
licia. s

I felt that, although the political condition
of Portugal has materially chanf8ed gince my
residence in that country, and my narrative may
not, thercfore, be feund to possess the cager in-
terest inspired by a detail of passing occurrences.
still the period in question waSmarked by a®exisis
permanently affecting the Jestinies of that king-
dom; and, althou}h the subjec.t'g alluded to in

" these scparate partg of thc same work, are not

preciscly similas, still there are many points of
intergst commqn to both ; forsjndecd, no political
circumstanccs‘;i;l‘ceting Spain can fail of exer-
ciging, perhaps an jndirect, buf still a certain
influence on the sister kipgdom.
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The extraordinary state of our present relations
with Spain has 4lnduc.:ec.'i me to chter at some
length into' the actual politicf of that kingdom.
The Basques, whose records arc fraught with
interest, and, pol&ica.lly sPteaking, I may almost
say with wonder to cvery reflecting mind, al-
though extremely influentidi from their character,
their vicinity to th'e frontier, and their almost

_impregnable country, occupy but an finconsider-
able portion"b‘f the Spanish territory. From this
cause perhaps, no constitutional history exists of
this most inteesting people ; and the growth of
their privileges from the possession of some
elementary principles of liberty in the twilight of
the middle ages to the system of well-regulated,
but aknost unbourtled freedom which they have
sinéke:joyed, is ofily to be traced through many
documents, and“in notices, cofiious cnough, it is
true, but‘ scattered through the works of many
historians. ‘ °

I have endeavoured to draw up a brief, hut, 1

hope, eonnected statement ef JPheir gradually

improving lawe-and libertieg; and have referred
| my reader for every fact of moment, to the
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chroniclers and hlstormns of the time. To the
man who tAinks shat* the Jﬁshce of a,great
pohtlcal questlon should in some’ degree affect
the policy of his. Government, thls statement
may not be wholly d(.zstltute §f interest; while
in the occasional notices*® of ancient manners and
opinions. visible in ti#%e record of old transactions,
the anti.quarian may pcrlu:ps find matter of
amusement,

With respect to Portugal, I hdve dwelt but
slightly on the cities, the churches, and the
palaces ; objects which generally, and justly, oc-
cupy so large a space in a work of this nature;
because 1 felt that every building of importance,
and almost every circumstance of note in the
great towns of Portugal, h#%e been accurately
described by preceding authors, within the rast
few years. 1 have chosen a hulabler path, and
have endeavoured to lead my reader over ground
not wholly void of mterest though compa.ratlvely
unexylorcd, to make him acquainted with the
fairy ficlds ofe¢de Minho, with the gloomy super-
stitions of the wild déstﬁcts of Alentejo, with the
feu:lal state 8f ‘socigty still existing in the Traz
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os Montes, and to give ]nm some insight into the
peculigr habits 'of the v‘lrtuOus but almost un-
known Ga.lhc‘xa.ns.

This little work will not assist the traveller
through Portugal %nd Ga}l‘icia as a guide, and
has no prelension to that character; but is
rather a record of events faat befel the author
during his journcy through the country at a very
critical period, and of observations growing out
of that peculi\ar state of things.

My mode of travelling was calculated to sccure
the gencral kind of information 1 wished to
attain. From Corunna to Cape St. Vincent my
journeys were invariably performed on horseback,
and I was thus cnabled to deviate at pleasure
from the high-road} and penetrate into the most
secfuded districts,* cncounicring at times great
hardships, and “&ven considersble peril, mixing
with all classes, and often joining the peasantry
as they collected around ‘their evening fires.

These habits, combined with the distracted
state of the times in which my dxpeditions were
generally undestaken, occasionally involved me

in suspicion, and led mg intp situations of con-
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sid.era.ble embarrassment; but perhaps enabled
me to obtain some knowledg of the popular
feeling,—a knowledge which in mggnents of® poli-
tical disturbance can scldom be acqeired extept
by personal and somcwhat scvc;c cxperience.

I must also admit that I may have been in-
volved in adventures not stnctly defensible on the
score of prudence; but it will Le remembered,
I trust, that many years have elapsed since their
oceurrence, and I was then at a dime, of life when
difficultics to be surmounted, and dangcrs to be
braved, arc rather a source of pleasurable excite-
ment, than of wise and carcful avoidance.

Unacquainted, my dear Lord, with your feelings
on the political points to which 1 have alluded,
but, knowing your general lgvc of literature, I
have ventured to request your.acceptance of &his
little work in its PrcsentOshap(‘:,‘ and shall feel
gratified if its perusal afford you an hour's
amuscment.

I remaif, dear Lord Egremont, °
‘. Yours, mosf’aﬁ'ectionatcly,

TaHE AUTHOR.
Tanhurst, 1836,
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CHAPTER I

Voyage to Dishon—Steam Packet—Lisbon—View over the Tagus
~2Cmntra—Hay of Colares—Manalva Rplace—Mr. Beckford’s
Villa—Irish Matermty —Portuguese Games. ¢

I #MBARKED on board the Duke of York sieam-
packet, on the cvening of the 28theof Jply, 1827,
and quitted the harbour of Portsmouth at six
wm'clock. We glided rapidly along the coast of
Hampshire ; the wind fell ; the night was fine, and
there was little motion on the water. I paced the
deck till a late hour, and was jbined by a gentle-
man, whose conversation, replete with Eastern
lore, attracted my gttention. I sfterwards heard
him announced as Mr. Wolff, the celebrated mig~
sionary, then proceeding with his wife, Lady
Georgiana, to the ¥loly Land. I was introduced,
to her in the evening, and could ngt but admire
the ﬁnhesxta.tg.x devotion with which 1ehe re-
nounced her native country amd her natural con-
nexions to follow her husband’s® fortunes, and
B
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promote her religious falth in a distant and bar-
barous land.

‘W38 had passed the coasts of Hampshire and
Dorpetshire during the night, and now saw, a few
miles distant, but full in view, the dark red shores
of Devonshire. RKnmediately before us the Exe
poured its noble strcam into the Channel: we
skirted the picturesque coves of Dawlish, but an
unfriendly mist concealed fhem from our sight:
we glided by Berryhead; we passed thc, furze-
covered heights of Asherne; and Start Point,
stretching holdly' into the ocean, was the last Bri-
tish headland that grected us over the decp. We
then bore straight towards Ushant, in a south-
westerly (irec.ion, passed that island during the
following night, and cntered the Bay of Biscay.
The ideas of storm and dread, which the old song
and nursery associations have so long connccted
with this famous bay, were not, upon this occa-
sion, weakened by any unusual calm; we were
enly impelled, it & true, by a light and favour-
able breeze, but/he waters were sufficiently ruffied
to contrast advantageously, in point of grandeur
and size of wave, with the channel which we had
just left: A windy day was succeeded by a fine
atarlight night. -

The following morning was ca.lq', and the sca
bad & fine blue tinge. I finished, with regret,
that delightful ‘pictute of Eastern manners, the
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« Epicurean,” one of the most faseinatingworks
of an author, who gevér failsexp trlnlpcrt |
readers into the scenes and climates he descrfbet,
as much by the justness as by the heasuty oﬁ lnl
imagery.

On the 1st of August we %ere skirting tllc
bold and mountainoud cpast of Gallicia; we saw
the lighthousesof Corunna in the distance; we
passed the p:ctmeaqne island of Cisargas; and
the high hills in the background mingled well with
ocgasional glimpses of the intervening sea: we
were borne rapidly along by Mdnte Boa Villana,
and ‘Cape Finisterre, celebrated as the limit of
the renowned Bay of Biscay. The hills are bar-
ren, and have that sandy appearafice go charae-
teristic of Spanish scenery. The villages are few ;
and there is little woed on the coast, which we -
sometimes upproached so nearly that we saw and
heard the waves breaking upen its granite rocks.
On the evening of the foliowmg day we saw the
large and little Berlines, tyo groups of beld and
peaked crags, standling far out i% the sed. “Soon
afterwards we hailed a ship proceeding to Gibral-
tar, and in & few mutep leftéher far behind K
is difficult to describe the effect producetdt on ‘the
mind,_by the rapidity of sbengnavxgmon i the
neighbourhoogd of piriking "and varied' meau-y:
objects fnhgmngto the sight, if dwelt wpen'teo
Iofig, wpear, enchanting whéi ‘dny:p-s befese

B2 .
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the 'g)"é in rapid succession, like shifting scenes
6’ thé ‘stage. .AWVe wefe pow in Jatitude 39°,
antl Tts influence was-perceptible. We cnjoyed
fHe Yicavenly stillness of a soythern evening, yet
wére not retarded by the universal calm. The
~getting sun shed & fine glowon the waters, illu-
minated the distant sailg of the ship we had lately
hailed, and shed its last glorics on the Berline
érags, which presented themselves in many diffe-
rent but always in_picturesque points of view,
and at length sank beneath the horizen.

Early on.the fSllowing morning I saw immedi-
ately a-head the rock of Lisbon : the hills of Cintra
rose finely in the background, and the neighbour-
ing coast, waf studded with villas intermingled
with olive and orange groves. The entrance of the
Tagus is fine: on one side the shore is crowded
with palaces; on the other, the hills, though neither
very bold nor va.ri&d, possess sufficient clevation
‘to give character to the scene. The fort of Belem
is cutious, picturefque, and irregular, but without
architectural befiuty. We prssed by the house
of the British Admiral, Lord Amelius Beaudferk,
and the pslace of the Cardindl, a spacious edifice,
with many turrets, but a very unpleasing display
of slate roof. Ap we sailed up, the river. the
besuty of the view increased; The noble but
unfizighed palace of the :Ajuda crowned -the
summit of a neighbouring steep; and-**en the
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whole city of Lisbon, built on its seven sloping
hills, and overha.n%mg- the :J;.agus gradudix
revealed itself'; and "as its palaces and convents,

interspersed with gardens, were seen :mng above
each other, it certainly formed a most lmposmg
object from the water. Entering one of the
numerous boats by which we were besieged, and
rowing across the Tagus,'l landed at Pampoullia,

and ascended a steep®hill that leads to Reeves's
Hotel. Our voyage had only lasted six days, and
was constdgred prosperous. *The party on board
exhﬂntcd a curious assemblage of persons, enter-
taining very dissimilar ideas, and dxstmgmshed
vy very different manners; an assemblage that
could hardly, under any other circugpstances, have
been brought together; and this discrépancy of
tastes, habits, and opinions sometimes gave rise
to amusing and not altogether uninstructive
scenes. Besides Lady Georgiana and Mr. Wolff,
Mrs. Burgoyne was also a pasenger, a lady of
great taste and accomplishments, then sailing to
Lisbon to join her husband, Liautenant-Colonel

Burgoyne, whose acquaintance I had afterwards

the pleasure of making in that city, and am
indeed indebteq to their society for many delight-
ful hours There was also % niece of Romera
Alpueate's, wl\o was said to be dying, and two
other ladies: one umplmty itself, -and the other
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more remarkable forhubuuty than l‘ortlmt
youthful qudmz '

- {-wecured rooms at Reeves s, and ‘Temained sta-
tionary till the evening, when I was joined by my
ﬁwnd Sir “Arthur Capel de Brooke, & young
wman of ancient amily, apd at that time well
known in’the literary world by his published
travels; since that penod he hag largely added
tb his reputation by his « Joumey into Morocco,”
a.work exhibiting an unusual talent for observa-
tion, with a quick ppreciation of the beautiful,
and great genersl powers.

The view from my windows extended over
Lisbon, over the river, with its numerous ship-
ping, and a thousand latine sails glittering on its
aurface, and now lighted up by the last rays of
the setting sun: few objects strike the beholder
with greater admiration than these peculiar sails,
which are exquisitely beautiful when seen in
‘profile; and wheh beheld in front resemble a
butterfly perchedcon a dark ground, with wings
expanded. Soqa afterwards fhe moon rose, and
we rambled through the city by a light peculiarly
favourablg to every natural or artificial object
that is grand in its proportions put defective in
detail.

. On the 9th anugust I went mth Mr. Forbes,
Mhone kindness I was mdebted on a thousand
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occasions, to see the Aqueduct, which is perhaps
unequalled in boldness and gn.mhur of effoct by
any similar monumeft of agt. 1€ sg;pbes Tssbon
with water; it traverses a deep valley, near the
beautifal village of Aleantara; and’ as I stood
beneath the centre arch, and gazed upwards, it
uappeared absolutely séupendous: unfortunately,
the arches are not uniferm; some are in the
Gothic and poi;ﬂ:ed style, while others are semi-
circular, a discrepancy which mars the general
effect, but 1gss than might be Supposed. Although
this aqueduct stretches across thecountry for many
miles uninterruptedly, no great extent ‘of unbroken
range can be seen from any particular position, on
account of the extreme inequality of the > ground.
That evening at dinner I found myself seated
next to the Count da Puente, who was just nomi-
nated Scerctary for the war department, upom
the retirement of Count Saldanha. He possessed
great conversational powers® and considerable
talent for dcbate, and at that time acted with the
moderate and wel}judging body of the Comsti-
tutionalists : and here, for the first time, I met
Count Villa Flor, the representative of an ancient
house, a man gf high integrity, and upiversally
looked up to by the staunch adherents of the
Chiarter. In, the beginning of the year he had
commanded the’Constitutional forces against the
Méguelites, and the most distinkuished success
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had attended his militﬁry exertions. On the fol-
lowing day I again mét him at Sir William Clin-
ton's, where a Targe party whs assembled to cele-
brate the birth-day of King George the Fourth,
at Wwhich erdtertainment our host judiciously con-
trived that the bgnd should play Portugucse airs
during dinner. The « Buidge of Creus,” a piece
of music so called, after the action gained by
Count Villa Flor, and composed almost on the
field of battle, cvidently excited some emotion
among the chiefs, who were then prefent, and
who had fought en that day.

Late in the evening I wandered over the
General’s garden, laid out in the old taste of
straight walkg, parterres, fountains, and statues ;
fragrant shrubs ahounded; creepers hung over
the trellisses in profusion: the scene was peace-
ful, and lit up by a splendid moon. I returned
home, and retired to rest. but the incessant
assaults of the mosquitos banished sleep  These
vampires found me, unfortunately, casy of ac-
cess, as the hegl of the wegther had induced
me to keep cvery door and window open: had
they only devoured me, I might have patiently
endured the infliction; but they kept up a per-
petual war-song in my cars, an insulting ac-
companiment to ‘their human repast. ‘After
some restless hours, I rose and paced my room.
The view from.my window was lovely. 1 lookad
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upon the Tagus, with all jts shipping, from the
frigate to the little latine %ail, the opposite hills
softened,. yet Slist#hctly shown,. Py-the full moon,
and the great city itself buried in detp repose.
On the 13th of August I quitted Bisbon, and
took the road to Cintra, with golonel Lambert,
of the Guards, a fncﬁgl long known and much
esteemed. In consequence of sundry ingenious
delays on the part of,my domestic, we did not
start till five o'clock in the morning, too late by
an hour aé lcast to commence,eat that sultry time
of year, a Journey in Portugal The Tagus
gleamed through the mists which overhung its
- arface, and cxhibited that freshness of appear-
ance which water sometimes assumes, in southern
latitudes, at a very early hour in fhe morning,
as if it had just started from the hand of the
Creator, and were flowing, for the first time, at
his mandate. As wc procecded, the country had
little intercst; but loose stoney scattered in all
directions, gave it a wild and craggy appearance.
At length we reached Bemfica, a place greatly
resorted to by the Portugucse nobles, and sur-
rounded with orange groves and cork-woods ; and
well indeed their deep-gecen colour cd'ntrasted
with the dazzling whiteness of the villas or quin.
tas whieh adorn this beautiful valley. We passed
the palace of Quelu2, a graceless edifice, situated
in gn ugly country, but famous atethat time as
B3
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dhe head-quarters of the disaffected party; for
Jdhere the Queen Maﬂmr resided in sullen state,
Jholding no corfiunication ewith her royal daugh-
ter, and offering up’ ceaseless prayers for the
return of Gier banished son, and for the restora-
tion of the ancient rule.

" The scenery improved g% we approached Cintra,
the vegetation became more flourishing, long ave-
amues of the silver poplar, lined whe road. the bay
and the willow attained an immense size, and the
wak and elm interapersed with box overhung the
rond and formeg a delightful shade! At length
we enterel Cintra, placed,at the foot of a hill
of rather a singular character, for its summit
crowned w1th loose crags and sharp pinnacles
offered ‘8 striking variety to the woods that
covered its base; then passing the palace, a fan-
tastic and irregular edifice, we stopped at the
frish inn, where I found a host of military friends
srd some English newspapers, which informed
me that I had left England. After breakfast
we walked through the gardens of the Marquis de
Pombal, truly dehghtﬂd from their ample shade
and luxuriant vegetation; but in Portugal little
care is Bestowed on phnts when beauty is their
sole recommendxtxon, and no attention is paid to
distinctions of species. The climate is the only
agent there, man lends no assistatice in producing
graceful vombinations; but at Gibraltar, where
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both wnite, a barren rock is converted into sn
Elysium. Walks are, hmlﬂver, cut thoough the
gardens of Cintra, ynd i'stlc seais are placed
under the shade of ancient ‘chestnuts and by the
side of murmuringefountains, while #he borders
are filled with oranges. lemons, .a.nd fruit trees d‘f
every deseription: the®sight and sound of water
is incxpressibly grateful, and the general verdure
miost refreshing® tH aneye fatigued by the glare
of Librn. and by the parched appearance of its
hills. Atecvery opening in the wood, the Moorish
castle and convent of ¢ Our Lady of the Roek’
were scen in varicd points of view, frowning
f:om their airy heights upon the valley below,
which lay glittering in the sun, sprinkled with
numberless quintas, some fully redealed, others
half buricd in the shade of their orange groves.
Tt system of irrigation practised in those parts
of Spain which have been occupied till a late
period hy the Moors, prevails here also; the
borders are intersected and wa.tcred by little
canals, and the earth is heaped round the orange
trees, 50 as to forh a sort of cistern, by which
meens the roots are always kept plenhfuﬂy
moistened.

We returned to our inn and dined with a
pertyeof military meg, amongst whom was w
young officer®who*had been seized a few days
before by some mounted highwagmen, robbed,
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stripped, and left with his hands tied behind
him: from ‘this dilenyma he extricated himself
with some diffeslty, end rpturned in very dole-
ful phght -to Lisbori, wherc some old women
who saw kim pacing the stueets in this pitiable
deficiency of attire remarked ¢ Este Fidalgo
faz penitencia®.’ In the -evening we wandered
through the Pena Verde gardens to the spot
where the heart of John de Castro is interred.
The periwinkle and wild strawberry covered the
ground, and the cprk tree clothed witd. ivy, and
the gigantic stone-pine formed a dense canopy
overhead. <A delightful mixture of northern and
-msouthern vegetation is found in many parts of
‘Portugal, and especially at Cintra, where plants
peculiar to the south of Europe, and even some
that have been transported from the Madeiras,
grow luxuriantly under the shade of the British
oak. Cintra resembles a beautiful picture set
in a worthless frame: whenever the cye rests
on the town and its immediate ncighbourhood
the scenery is unrivalled, but the distant land-
scape is gcnera‘lly flat and tninteresting. The
day was declining ; and as the heat had been
intense, Fexpected to see the sun sink ‘in one
unclouddd blaze of living light,but its parting
splendours were odncealed, by a dense mistgrising
&am the ocean. TFhere is acpqeuliar beauty of

- » ’;hu!‘xdllgo is doing penance, L
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suncet, probably unknown to countries bordering
upon the Atlantic, and perhaps confined to the
shores of the #lue Mediferrancan.; I mean that
exquisite gradation of colouring, where the safron
mingles imperceptibly with the rose, amd the mose
tint melts into the purple, all extremely bright, yet
so dclicate as to seem almost transparent From
the Pena Verde gardens we went to the Marialva
palace.

In the course of the day the Infanta Regent
and her sjsters were continually riding out of the
town and again returning to the palace, mounted
on donkeys, and unattended by any lady, but
scorted by a body of ancient gentlemen on-
horseback. A peal general from all the bells of
Cintra regularly arinounced their d8parture from
the town and their rc-entry, and collected &
seger-failing crowd to witness their progress
E-felt considerable interest in the fate of these
young Princesses, which was then wrapt in doubt
and gloom.

On the 14th of August J rode with my friend
Lambert for some fhiles across Rlls clothed with
heath and dwarf oak, and at length arrived at the
Cork convent, a building, ill-constructed, but well
placed at the foot of a richly-wooded *hill ;. a
pavedewalk overhung with fint, cork trees leads
to the entranee, which is curiously ornamented
with shell-work. Here Lamberf rung a peal
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both loud and long; the bell-rope, which, like
Gioater's. arm, was shrivelled and contracted to
]lllf its original length, performed its duty

dngguhly,andforwmehmemrespomem
woted necessary to his vigowous exertioms. At

length a boy , and led us through a
oourt full of hydrangeas and fuchsias into a
wretched apartment called the refectory; benckes,
doors, and roofs, were all constructed of cork,
and sometimes the crag in its native state formed
part of the wall., Here, while we fgasted on
bread and wme, young Hopeful tbld us that,
afraid of being' enlisted for the army, he had
pken rr"pg'e in the convent, and woefully he
hmplau of the non-existence of breakfasts
sad the ty supply of dried fish at dinner.
The rosemary grows luxuriantly in the gardens
sbote, where we enjoyed a fine view of Colares
embosemed in wood, and then descended imto
ﬁamilerable cavg, where

¢ Honorius long did dwell,
Altunpdhm&xt hnnnbyn&hngntthnhoﬂ’

The vineyards near Colar®s are small and so
much divided by stone walls, that the country
resembles’ a large garden spllt into ar infinite
mumber” of parterres. As we &pproac. ad the
vock ‘of Lishon, hMF the population of & eeigh-
bouring village poured out t6 meet us, anxious
to perform the far-famed feat of descending the



CH. L.] BAY OF COLARES. * 15.

stecp. When we had nea.rlymchedﬁepoht,
the roar of the Atlantic, heard from an immense
depth below, shddenly broke upon us. The rock,
a striking landmark to shiph at sea, is about twe
handred feet in height, and slants to the water’s
edge in a great uniform sheet of dark-coloured
stone, down which our heroes "descended, care-
fully balancing themselves with their hands; &
feat which early and Jong-continued habit can
alone enable them to perform successfully: a
frightful ight, as the least slip would have inevi-
tably proved fatal; yet the descent caunot be
very difficult, as numbers accomplished it, nor
can it be attended with much personal risk, g6
no accident had then occurred for some yeasg®
These feats having terminated witdout,the frac-
ture of any adventurous skull, there rose a
clamour great of men and boys, contending for
the spoil which we distributed with lmd&bb
impartiality.

We then descended the hill and followed e
path leading to the small bay of Cotares, a pic-
turesque spot littie known to the world, from
which it is effectually shut out by huge black
basaltic rocks of the boldest character. Here
we found the Atlantic, ever restless on this coast,
y-eding on a firie bed of sand, and dashing its
Moverlange_.mmses of disjointed crag. This
was & scene peculiarly suited to my own taste,
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and was indeed calculated to impress any beholder,
from the contrast it presented to the surrounding
scenery. Here all was .dark, bleak, and savage;
while on the road td Colares nature seemed to
exhaust iteelf in the endless wariety and extreme
beauty of the vegetation: there the olivé, the
wild olive, the arbutus c1mmensel.y high, the
tulip, the plane, and. the gigantic stone-pine
environed us: we passed the corlk tree everywhere
bending over the road in the most fantastic
shapes, with fern growing on its huge trunks,
and misletoe hanging profusely from ts branches;
jasmines, sparkimg with their snowy blossoms,
loaded the air with their perfume; and various
kinds of creepers overran the trecs, oppressed
them with tHeir rank luxuriance, and sometimes
covered and entirely concealed their foliage. We
found the oak in abundance ; orange and lemon
groves were mixed with Indian corn and water-
melon, fruit trees of cvery description lined the

road, and the vine, not topped and trained as
in France, but hung over trellis-work, appeared
no longer a formal but a gi'aceful plant. We
now dismissed our guide, a lad apparently fifteen
years of #ge, whom we had’found by chance on
the hill. The general expressien of his coun-
tenatice was sinister, his complexion almgst of
the Mulatto_colour, his eyescweres black as Jet,
and flashed with intelligence. Among thege
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mountains the people arc invariably dark; and
1 "sometimes okgerved a megro cast of feature,
which indicated their' former mtercoursc ‘with
Brazil. Frequently we met the real negro.

On the 15th of August I went with Lambert
to the Marialva palace, where thedamous conven-
tion was signed. It nowbelongs to the Duke de
la Foens. The garden is beautiful, and there is
a profusion of water. ‘On the staircase we met
the little daughter of the Duke, a pretty child
about eighit or ien years of aje, with dark but
soft and expressive eyes. She sshowed us a
paper which contained some written sentences
in Fuglish, and read them fluently. We after-
wards entered an apartment, where some priests
were breakfasting with other persons, atiired in
black, probably dependents of the Duke; for in
Portugal, as in Spain, when individuals have
once become connected with the great, they, and
sometimes their descendants, continue to reside
under their patron’s roof from generation to
generation. This extreme Liberality towards old
domestics and dependent friends occasionally
involves the nobles in great pecuniary embar-
rassments. However advbrse to the maxims of
political economy, this practice reflects the highest
honour ‘on theu- moral feehngs, and could only
exist among a génerous people. Before we left
the alace a curious scene took place. One of the
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sable gentlemen whom we had previously seen,
addressing us in therﬂomng style which distin-
gushes the Portugpese of all classes, proffered
us every ¢ cinhty The Majur domo unfortunately
named him as the writing-master; a designation
which jarred hgely on the scholastic ears, and
produced a wrathful ekullition of offended dig-
nity. “Moi Maitre d’ecriturc!” he exclaimed, in
a voice and with an eye* that would have annihi-
lated any person of inferior consideratica to a
Major domo in a‘ducal palace; « beca.se 1 know
more tlla.n himself, and sometimes study with the
Duke, this man of narrow intellect calls me 2
writing-master!” We of course assumed coun-
tenances incredulous of the heinous assertion,
and made our exit with bows of a superlatively
respectful length. On our return to the inn
we gaw a curious specimen of the mode of tra-
velling sometimes adopted by the Portuguese
gentry. A pair' of oxen were attached to a lum-
bering vehicle destined to convey the illustrious
Dona —— and' her progeny, to the capital, while
the coachman, attired in a short jacket and wear-
ing the broad Castilian hat, marched humbly by
their side. ¢ .

- We rode on to Montserrat, the remams of a
villa, built 'by'Mr Beckford many years ago.
The ruinous state of that fairy' dwelhng was no-
ticed by Lord Byron in 1809, and since that time
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it has become still more desolate. The roof, thoa
entire, has sincg very muoh fallen. vm, and the
walls are in many parts a heap of ruins. ‘Fhe
entrance opens into an octagonal hall, termmnted
by a circular apartment, which looks over &
lengthened flat to the distant broakers. There
is also the shell rcmamng of a fine apartment,
perhaps the library, which commands as rich a
view of forest scfmery #3 can well be conceived.
T! > eneral effect of the exterior is good, ex-
cep.  the high slanting roofs, which, though im
correct taste, are somewhat unpleasing. Further
on we saw the ruins of a rambling house, to
whick a dark story is attached ; for a young man
s there said to have murdered his elder brother
under circumstances of peculiar horror.

On our return to Cintra we dined at the house
of the Swedish Minister. Monsieur de Kantzau.
In the evening a tumult of bells announced the
approach of the Infanta Regent , and as we were
walking on the garden terrace she recognised
Madame de Kanizay with a sweetsess of expres-
sion that well supplicd the place of positive
beauty. Her Royal Highness and Dona Anna
rode by in compleic uniform: a funny costume
methought for regal dames, but such is the eti-
quette prescribed on certain days. Dona Maris
was not of the party, and some of the lightly dis-
postd attributed her royal Highness's absence to
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a fjcstious dispute supposed to have agitated the
court circle, . In this dlscusslgn the Princess
Muria is s‘md to hgve maintained that so much
military pomp was little suited to the humble
Jonkey on which it was destined to be exhi
bited ; howeve, less ingenious, but perhaps more
veracious chroniclers rerord that her royal High-
ness's absence was solely attributable to want of
punctuality on the part of the court tailor.
Having returned to the inn I waited some time
for a friend, who*had promised to, in'troduce me
to Maﬂame Borril, and was qmetly betaking
myself to rest, when the defaulter arrived. The
cause of his delay was comical enough. The
Portugucse frequently adopt the children of
other persons, cducate them, and sometimes pro-
mote their future fortuncs. The Infanta Regent,
possessing the national taste, applied to an Irish-
woman, who forthwith accommodated her royal
Highness with Her own daughter, a thriving young
girl two years of age. The agreement was deli-
berately made: and the arficle in question sold
and delivered. The mother, however, whose
notions. concerning the transfer of property were
not peculiarly clear,. réturned after a short time,
and wished to enter again into possession; to
this the Infanth naturally demurred, and such
a tumult of Irish ejaculation efisued, as had pro-
bably never Leforc assailed the ears of amy foyal,
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Personage. In this emergency my friend was
requested to march hjs military, person to the
palace, where he found our heroipe of tde
Emerald Isle fiercely, expostulating amid a host
of huge black Brazilian women, who were
screaming in chorus arqund her. Yet nothing
daunted was the dame. By Jasus, no onc
shall part me and my child,” was still the burden
of her song. A golden argument at length in.
duced her to mitigate such unreasonable claims,
and a,satisfactory treaty of peace was concluded.
She was allowed to retain her child during that
night, and was provided with good lodgings, a
goud supper, and a sentinel at her door, to pre-
vent cither warlike or fugltwe pmcgedmgs I
accompanied my friend in the evening "to her
room : she was then m the highest good-humour,
and greatly flattered by the notice taken of her
blue-cyed child. On the following morning he
conducted the little girl to the palace, according
to agreement, while the mother was deposited
on a donkey and peaceably removel.

On the following morning I went to the palace ;
but as it was still occupied by the Court I could
only sce the exterior, which is irregular, and
evidently the work of different periods, but part of
the walls and some of, the windows are decidedly
Moorish.  Joined by Lambert, I afterwards
sscended the hill leading to the huw.e of <Our
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Lady of Woe,’ as Lord Byron rather poetically
than justly designates the housecof < Our Lady of
e Rock,’, which oceupies a striking position on
the summit of the mountaip, and is surrounded
by wild, shattered crags, and insulated masses,
my remarkabfe in a natural point of view,

# Such as might sfem confusedly hurl'd,
The fragments of an earlier world.”

.The convent has no Beauty, but is curious and
mdently a.nment, and the galleries encircling the
inner court are in Moorish taste. - The haqwling
of the wind isc heard without intermission round
the convent walls ; that mournful and unvarying
sound alone disturbs the silence of a habitation
raised high above the busy haunts of men, and
apparently beyond the reach of human -care.
From hence we scrambled up a rugged
the Moorish castle, and again descendmg ed
our mules and regamed the inn. 3

In the cvening I accompanied a friend to a
party at the house of a Portuguese lady : she had
two daughtcrs, the' cldest @ pretty person with
pleasing manners and extremely well informed,
the youngest a very decided beauty. The party
were playing at blind fnan’s buff when I entered ;

a game in which, as it is played in Portugal,
miccess depends upon the, ra.pud recognition of
different persons by their voices. Being imme-

. diately requited totake a.part, I was blindfdided
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and placed in the centre of the ring. I first, how.
ever, pleaded ignorance of> every individual pre-
sent ; upon which the lively heauty led me roudd
the circle, hastily naming every person; an inge-
nious operation which did not much assist me, as
I could not bear in mind a volley f names which
I bhad never heard beforc : however, trusting to
chance, I began my career, and soon touched a
lady with the wand. I usked the regular ques-
tion, and was answered in the feigned voice as
regularly assumed. “ Whom have you found ?*
was the general cry. I paused--« Well, but
mention some one; the game is at a stand-still :*
vut I could specify no one. I looked stupid, and
my new friends probably thought me profoundly
so; at length, by a prodigious exertion 1 was
delivered of a name, but it did not enlighten
the party; and I afterwards discovered that the
name I had given was a compound of two or three
others, which had become most egtegiously mixed
up in my puzzled brain. This attempt having
proved unsuccessful, |1 cxclalmed « La dame
qui est_ babillée en noir.” «Mais nous sommes
toutes habxllees en noir,” was thc perplexing
reply. At length I named*the eldest Demgiselle
of the house. *“No, it is not; it is C "
said the Joung beautv, naming herself in a lively
tone of mock reproa.ch perhaps a little displeased
that"so soft a voice once heard sbould mot he
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immediately recognised. We played several other
games. Every lady «vas_ requirpd to sigh for a
phrticular ,gentlemgn, who in turn was called

to,sigh for a lady, and generally felt bound
in gratitude to mourn for her who had mourned
for him. Thit reciprocpl grief was very divert-
mg As might natuxclly be expected, a sigh
is raxely bestowed on the real object of the
mourner's affection. Su closed an evening of
uninterrupted good-humour; the genume polite-
ness of Portuguese society prevepts the occur-
rence of those little inadvertencies which are so
apt in other countries to jar upon the feelings
of individuals, and break in upon the harmony
of such amusements. On the following day I
separated from my friend Lambert with regret
and returned to Lisbon.
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Road to Mafra—Convent of Mafra—Convent of Alcobaga—Mo-
nastic System considered—The ill-fated®loves of Don Pedro -
and Inez de Castro—Politics gf the Monks—Their social habits
—Gloomy magnificence of the Convent of Alcvbaga—Convent
of Batalha—Suciety at Coimbra—System pursued at the Uni-
versity—The Gurden of Twars—Melancholy Convent of the
Carmelites—Spanish anomalies—History of the beautiful Bride
of Oporto—.Arri\'nl at Oporte.

I odirtep Lisbon on the 24th of August, and
took the road to Oporto, bi* 3id not'commence
n.y journey till late in the evening, as my scrvant
Antonio was disinclined to rapid movements, and
my muleteer voted punctuality an‘unﬂeccssa.ry
virtue. The owner of the mules escoried us as far
as the walls of the city, according to the usual
ctiquette. Tle had accommodated me with
an animal which stumbled soegallantly to the
right and to the left, that feeling my neck in
decided jeopardy, I determimed {0 send her back
on my arrival at Velez. The country was dull,
and abounded in windmills and olives. The pre-
mature cffect of 'thc heat+on the decidﬁoqs trees
was strongly marked. The poplars had suffered
greatly®; some were altogether tripped of their
leaves, and tfic folia':gc was cvo#ywhere changing
itscolour. Even at Cintra, where the air is
c
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comparatively cool, the autumnal tints were steal-
ing over the woods, and the paths, strewed with
sedr and yellow leaves, exhibited the bright but
mournful, beauty of an English October. The
mn at Velez was comfortless enough : cats, dogs,
and pigeons waladered about the supper-table, in
hungry competition for the good things that were
not; pigs, grunting at the door, threatened toj join
the alliance ; and the only article of promise, some
salt fish, was pounced upon by an intrepid puss.
Entomology might have been studjed to perfec-
tionin thls apartment ; and as its mmute varieties
banished sleep, 1 continued to gaze on sundry
pictures of hell and flaming sinners, evidently in-
tended to appal the souls of wakeful heretics.

On the 25th of August I rode through a bleak
but not unpleasant country to Mafra. The con-
vent and palacc united constitute an immense
pile of building, which excites admiration rather
from its vast extent than from any architectural
merits. It is built on the model of the Escurial,
and forms a quadrangle, meaguring 760 feet from
east to west, and 670 feet from north to south.
The church is situated in the centre, and three
hundred cells are piaced behind the choir:
the palace, in which Sir Edward Blakeney had
apartments, and where he received me With the
utmost hospxtahty, might perhaps contam, without
inconvenience, all the courts of Europe. 'the
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thermomcter had risen to more than 90°, and it is
difficult to coheeive the ltxury qf retreating from
such intolerable heat to the refreshing temfera-
ture of the convent galleries, which are buily of
stone, and are high, wide, dark, and apparently in-
terminable. Within those masslve walls the fluc-
tuations of the exterwal atmosphere are never
felt; and rarely indeed do, any external sounds
pierce through those ntighty barriers. At a case-
nent wluch overlooked a pretty but neglected
garden, ‘the holy fathers kept up a cordon of
observation when first oyr {rddps grrived, and
were greatly discomposed at the occurrence of
any petty delinquencies. The occasional eject-
ment of an old shoe from an oppgosite window
appeared (o constitute the maximum of British
aggression. and ludicrous appeals were made to
the General upon these occasions. Sir Edward
restrained these dangcrous mfrmgements of con-
ventual rights ; and by his judieious attention to
their feclings completely wonsthe hearts of the
reverend plaintiffie indeed it Was gratifying to
hear the praises everwhere lavished on our troops,
even by persons the tost opposed to thg principles
which brought them to the country. The monks
showed us the refectory, a spamous apartment,
and the library. wcu stored with books. Having
spent some time agreeably with my old schoel-
fellows, Henry Upton and Augusths Ellis, I took
c?
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leave of Sir Edward Blakency. I.ord William
Paulett kindly gaye me letters for Coimbra, where
he had spentsome time, and mounting his steed,
a bgautiful English mare, showed me the shortest
way to Torres Vedras. across a wild heath tract.
As I rode along the side of a pine-covered hill,

a gentleman passed me, aitended by two servants,
one of whom carried a baton at his side, a proof
that his master was a person of distinction. The
peasants in this part of the country universally
carry a long pole, considerably higher than their
heads, and, sometimes tipped with lead, which
renders it a formidable instrument of attack:
assisted by these weapons only, a knot of pea-
sants is said fo have dismounted a large party of
French cavalry, during the peninsular war; but
they seldom molest travellers, and indeed highway
robberies arc by no means frequent in Portugal,
except in Alentcjo. The inn at Torres Vedras was
a great improvement on our last resting-place.
The muletecer had‘not arrived at alate hour on the
following morning, a degree uf negligence which
surprised me, as the natives consider any expo-
sure to the sun, during the summer months,
imprudent after the earfy hour of nine. I began
to suspect that my friend had been waylaid, or,
prompted by an ardent thirst, for knnwledgc, had
himself inspected my portmanteau, in which case
I was well aware that any tasteful appropriations
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would have Reen followed by a secession. to the
mountains : forth T qssued,b in no placable
mood, taking the road * to Mafra,,and spfing
anxiously around tg discover some rempants of a
trunk or a muleteer. I had, however, made little
progress before I met the desePter, who.assured
me that he had una(countably lost his way; but,
influenced Ly a pmdlglous zeal in my service,
had been tmlmg all pight to regain it. His
account was {ruc in the main, but he prudently
abbtamc(f frpm any allusion {o certain libations,
the real cause of his cir cuitgus proceedings.
Torres Vedras is a celebrated point on that
strong line of natural defence which was so ably
waintained by the Duke of Wellington. Stand-
ing on these heights I was enabled to form some
conception of the system pursued. but could by
no means command the entire range of military
positions. I continued my journey through a
succession of pine-forests, varicd occasionally by
open spaces covered with hcath In the neigh-
bourhood of Lisban the hills e@nsist principally
of limestone, ncar Mafra of basalt covered with
limestone ; but we néw entered on a saydy region.
In consequence, the chafacter of the vegetation
dmnged the Arbutus unedo, the Phillyrea, and
the Myrica fgva, or gale of Madeira, so abundant
near Cintra, were exchanged for fig-trees of an
immense groyth, and a large spedics of cane,~a
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plant which -has a thick stem, resembling the
sugar-cane, and is used‘in supporting the vines.
The black ant swarmed among the fir woods, yel-
low butterflics fluttered over the plain in gay pro-
fusion, and dogs of exquisitc taste prowled around
the vineyards, dhd gazed with hopeless eyes on
that forbidden paradize. - They are passionately
fond of grapes, and sticks purposely attached to
their collars prevent their entrance into the vine-
yards. This Bacchanalian propensity is, in a great
measure, the cause of that amazing influx of
dogs into Lisbox during the summer months ; for
when the grape begins to ripen, the proprictors
of the vineyards on the opposite coast lay violent
hands on the camine specics, and ship them off
to the capxta] There, prowling about in hungry
groups, they become of real use in cleansing the
streets of that detestable filth which would other-
wise accumulate to an intolerable extent, and
might breed a pestilence. In this respect the
strong northerly syales are also valuable auxilia-
ries. « ‘ o

I baited my horse at a small and picturesque
inn: the ceilings were pedked, and the floor
abounded in cracks, judiciously calculated to admit

a cheering view of the culinary processes below.
The peasantry no where manifested gny unfriendly
fecling towards me : as I passed “the villages the
womcen made sbme slight salutation, and the men
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invariably rosq and bowed. I saw some fine old.
towers, and a §uinta ¢f grea.t exfent; the family
arms, carved in stone hurh apove the goor, showed
that the proprietor was of noble birth. ] deviated-
from my road to sec Ovidos, a picturesquc town
of immense antiquity, still retathing, in a great
degree, its Moorish character. A fine evening-
sun lit up the yalls of an old Saracenic castle,
upon which a boy wds standing, and playing
most sweetly on the flagcolet. The sandstone had
now dlbappcarcd the hills over which we passed
were composed of limestone, and® werg in conse-
quence covered with a richer and more varied
vegetation.

1 reached Caldas at five OM gn umnterest-
ing town, lafterly the resott of the Court, on
accoun} of its mincral baths; and in the evening
was visited by a genileman, who was lively and
communicative, and animated w1th a furious zeal
for liberty.

I renewed my journcy overehills of mmgled
heath and oak, on the mornmg of the 27th. Tra-
velling at this burning time of the year is only
agrecable during the first and last hougs of light.
The sun had sgarcely rifen when I mougted my
horse; the distant sound of the convent bells
came ﬂeasagtly on, the breeze; the birds were
singing, and all ‘nature scemed to rejoice : but at
noon man ang beast were cqually sirbdued by the
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intolerable fierceness of the heate the peasants
were compelled, to suspend thed labours; the
cattle took refuge in ‘the shady thicket; not a
bird flapped its weary wing: not an insect crept
along the ground, but an unbroken and universal
silence pervaded the fields, which had so lately
“teecmed with every variety of active life. Here,
as in other parts of the country, the heath and
juniper had been designedly burnt to produce
young fodder for cattle. The Serratula arvensis,
and the Lychnis Hos cuculi, are scattered cver this
district with otler plants of a northern parentage,
rarely found in the rest of Portugal.

Soon after ten I arrived at the small village of
Alcobaga, and stopped at an inn hetter furnished
with wasps than provisions: a pretty young lady
babbled much to me concerning England and Eng-
lish manners, which, I suppose, meant that sume
young British officer was lord of the ascendant.
I went to the convent, and sent in a letter of
introduction. S¢nhor A——, a young monk, of
quict and pleading manners, reccived me cour-
teously, and led mec round the lofty cloisters
which encircle an inner court, filled with orange
trees. -The convent of Alcobaga is constructed
upon a scale of feadal magnificence, which affords
8 striking proof of the great.wealth and immense
consideration formerly attached to the monastic
orders. The tkitchen is nearly a hundred fect
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long, and simgy-three feet high from the floor to
the intrados of the vqult *The fige-place is twenty-
cight fect long by cleven Rroad, and,stands ift the
centre of the apargment, through whigh a strcam
of water flows,—it must be confessed, a magmﬁ-
cent appanage to a kitchen. *The refectory is
ninety-two fect long by, sixty-cight broad. As
we approached, the clock struck cleven; the bro-
therhood poured in; the organ sounded, and the
chaunt of thanksgiving arose as we sat down to
dinner.

It was evident, even on iy first intpoduction to
these monks, t3.~¢ they were very superior to most
of their order, an impression fully confirmed by
further acquaintance; for they possessed that
courtesy and distinction of manner, wluch birth, or
long ,and carly acquaintance with good society
can alone coufer. T afterwards learned that they
were Bernardine inonks, whose choice in the
election of novices is very much restricted to per-
sons of condition; a lumta.tlon'wlu(-h has kept up
the respectability eof their orde?, amid the com-
parative degradation of part of the profession.
The Franciscan cofivents, on the contrary, from
their poverty, gnd frout other causes, have fallen
into thc hands of persons sclested from the lower
classes, whp, as might be naturally expected,;
sometimes disgrace the brotherhood by their
excesses. 'th monks of the higher orders are

c3



L - - .
3 JOURNEY &0.OPORTO [cm, 1.

generadly restrained by considerati Iins of poliey
and sclfrespect,, are often, swayéd by higher
motNes, and, almost aJways throw a decent wveil
over any yolations of the convent rules. Writers
arc too apt to involve the monastic orders in
one general denuhciation, yithout reference to the
different systems pursucd by the various orders,
and the different results necessgrily produced;
but ho statement can be Yair and correet, unless
it be grounded on a strict and unprejudiced exa-
mination of facts. ‘ And I must say ‘that the
highly-colopred statergents, so often put forth by
travellers against the monks and the monastic
establishments, come with a singularly bad grace
from men whq. journeying in a wild country, anid
deprived "of the usual comforts of life, partake
with freedom of their generous hospitality, and
then repay the bencfit by assertions which truth
and justice do not warrant, and which gratitude
and good feeling should restrain.

Whatever may*be the remote effects of the
suppression of the wealthier convents in Spain
and Portugal, still, in the neglected state of agri-
eulture preyailing throughout so large a portion
of the Peninsula, their ekistence wyas a blessing,
and thelr abohtxon.xs,,l conceive, a 'posmvc evil,
to the state. The monks were often the only
resident proprietors in a country deserted by its
natural landlorfls; and their benefigial influence
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was visible ip the improvement of their esiates,
and in the i;&-eased gomforts of the surrounding
population; for they brodght to the jnanager@ent
of their properties great capital and grgat intelti-
gence, and largely employed and liberally re-
warded the industry of the laboufer : theixestates
were, in consequence, not unfrequently the best
cultivated in the kingdon'l, and the sudden and
ill-judged abolition of the convents will probably,
for many years to come, rather check than pro-
mote the inerests of agriculture. These eccle-
siastical corporations should havmbeen'preserved,
and would have been invn{uable, if altered and
improved, so as to extend their sphere of action,
to comprise other and importani; duties, and
perhaps resemble, in some degree, our college
institutions *.

After dinner Senhor A—— led me to a cool
and refreshing cell, and, leaving me to repose,
retired also to indulge in the &ccustomed siesta.
I slept for séme time, and was a length awakened
by a slight noisee I turned, and saw a monk,
looking almost like an unearthly being, as he
stood motionless atsthe foot of the bed, shrouded

" Mr, Beckford, ig his splendfd account of this convent, allades
most justly to the prosperous condition of the tenants holding
under thg monks, at the time of his visit 4o Alcobaga; and I can
8y, with someggonfidencw that thirty years afterwards their resl
prosperity had not dffninished;although the most uncessing efforts
were making to prejudice them against their ecclesiastical su-
periors.
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by his cowl, and ditited in the whise and flowing
robe of his order. Yt proved to bd my friend the
mofk Antonio, who had-arrived to conduct me to
the librarv and the church; but, finding me asleep.

was unw:llmg to disturb me. The library is a
moble apartment, tastefully decorated, well pro-
portioned, and abounding in works of useful
knowledge. The monks showed me a fine edition
of the Iliad, presented td them by Mr. Canning,
and a splendid copy of the Lusiad, the gift of
Lady Bute. The church is a fine Gothic build-
ing, and contains, within two marble sepulchres,
the remains of Don Pedro the First, and the far-
famed but unfortunate Ificz de C'astro.

It is scarcely necessary to relate the story of
Don Pedro’s attachment, so cclebrated by all the
poetry of Portugal. That Prince, the son and
heir of Alphonso the Fourth, was passionately
attached to Ificz de Castro, a lady of extraordi-
nary beauty, whomn he secretly married. He
chose a lovely and sequestered spot in the valley
of the Mondegd, as the resslence of his young
bride, and, retiring from the turmoils of a brilliant
Court, spent in that seclusion the happiest, and
perhaps the most virtuous hours of his ife. But
the secret transpired, and his royal Fagher, en-
raged at the discovery, proceeded to their little
bower of love, and, arriving at a time when
the Prince wa; on a hunting excursion, immedi-
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ately authoriagd the mundés of the ilfated Ifiex:
The Prince, oh his return, ghve way to the wild-
est fury and despair, ab4ndoncd hig, home¥3r a
long time, ahd when he eventually sucgeeded to
the throne, iaflicted the severest punishment on
the worthless ministers who hall instigated the
deed, and on many of their relatives. But the
sorrows of this Prince, and of the lady he loved
50 well, have been long at rest, and their sculp-
tured figures arc placed in a recumbent attitude
upon their gespective monuments, the sides of
which are worked, in relief, with an inimitable
beauty and richness of detail : they have suffered,
however, in common with other parts of the
convent, from the rapaaty of the French for
those cnlightened barbarians not only set firc to
the bujlding, but destroyed some of the finest
sepulchral carving, in a sacrilegious attempt to
bring the imagined treasures of the tomb to light.
They dragged the bodies of the royal pair from
the vault where they had so lowg reposed. Don
Pedro, stern cvensin death, is %aid to have re-
tained the severe cexpression which never forsook
his countenance, after the perpetratign of that
dreadful deed which rerfdered him homelgss and
houselcqs, and Dona Ifiez, that object of his
boyish ] pa.sswn, the cause of all his gricf, and of
half his crimes, Was still lovely after the lapse of
centurics : her hair retained its guburn colour,
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and, unharmed by time, was onlyfnjured by the
remorscless hand thatr did not sctuple to invade
th&dwellinge of the dead. After the departure
of the French, the much-calumniated, but far
more civilized monks carcfully collected her scat-
tered hair, and ‘still religiously preserve the che-
rished relic.

As I was bending over the monument, the
monk gradually led the conversation to the exist-
ing state of public affairs: he had evidently heen
an accurate observer of recent events‘; and now
concealed, under a well-feigned air of indiffe-
rence, an anxious desire to obtain the latest poli-
tical intelligence. The observations which he
addressed to me were pointed, and calculated to
elicit the greatest portion of information by the
smallest possible number of direct queries, while
the correct knowledge which his questions indi-
cated of British parties and of their relative posi-
tion excited my surprise. He once caught an ex-
pression of this kind upon my countenance; and
though it was but slfght, and instantly checked,
he was manifestly discomposed. He afterwards
spoke in guarded terms, but once betrayed, in a
remarkable manner, thd intensity of his interest
in the subject of our conversation. I happened
to statc my conviction, from recenj occurrences,
that Dom Miguel would soon return to Portugal,
and assume the government; he repeated my
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words slowly, byt in a voice which clearly shawed
that powerful eiinotion yas struggling with habi-:
tual self-command. Durinfs our convegsation, e
had so judiciously placed himself, that, sfanding
with his back to the light, and shrouded by his
cowl, he was very much, cnabled %o conceal the
expression of his own countenance, while he-could
distinctly trace the slightest change on mine.
My eyes were bent onthe monument when he
repeated my words; but. attracted by the decp
and altered fone of his voice, I involuntarily
looked up, and the triumphant joyethat sparkled
in his dark cyes, which even the position he had
assumed could not altogether conccal, at once
disclosed his secret bias: he, however, instantly
recovered himself; and when I looked at him
again, the subdued manner of the monk had
replaced the cager fecling of the partizan.

We adjourned to the garden, which was kept
in the highest order, and has that ne plus ultra
of luxuries in a southern cl_ime,'a fine running
stream, overhung with romantic®willows. The
evening was calm, and the monks were passing
to and fro among their dependents, supgrintend-
ing their improvgments; happy themselves, they
appeared .to be communicating happivess to all
around them, and exhibited a pleasing and, I
think, not wholly’a delusive picture of monastic
life. :
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... Ji» the evening I had a round ¢f visits from the

:holy brothers, who kept dropping in, staying a
' féw minutes with me, and then taking their depar-
‘ture, but their genuine politeness did not allow
them to leave me a moment alone. At length
the bell sounded, and we descended to supper,
which varies in no respect from dinner, as the
same regular courses arc served up, and wine
.and dessert are afterwdrds laid upon the table.
The number of hours which had clapsed since
dinner explains the facility with whieh we attacked
& second timetsnch a substantial repast.

There are few circumstances which so much
impress an Englishman, accustomed to the late
hours of his native country, as the difference
,of habits prevalent in this respect throughout
the Portuguese provinces. The breakfast so
extremely early, the dinner at eleven, the suc-
¢eeding siesta, and the late supper which con-
cludes the day, arc habits so alien to his own,
: that his ideas of time arc at first sadly confused ;
at least they“produccd this perplexing cffect
upon mine: however, I soon accommodated
myself to customs in all Fespects well suited to
‘the country. The first hours of the morning
are so delightful in that luxurious chma.te, the
-brief repose during the burning goon so grate-
-ful, and the last and loveliest portion of the day
spent amonf their gardens and in the society
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of their dark-efed women, is not less agreeable.
Unlike our English, habits, the morning is
broken by too many intérguptions tp admit”of
serious occupation, the cvening ushery in still
lighter scenes, and thus in Portuga.l the bark
of life is wafted indoleptly down' the sunny and
unruffled stream. .

But: to retuyn to my Bernardine friends.
Supper seemed their mbst jovial repast; we sat
long ; old convent tales went round, legends of
mlerpomng sugels were gravely told, and ance-
dotes of friars long dead and gowe excited peals
of merriment.  'When our party broke up I took
leave of my kind hosts, and desired the muleteer
to be ready at threc o'clock in the morning. As
I retired to my cell through the ncver-endmg
gallerics that cchoed to my steps, and bencath
the lamps that hung at great intervals and dimly
lit up these high and gloomy corrulors, the whole
scene appeared to realize Mrs. Radcliffe's descrip-
tions, and impressed me with an awful sensc of
monastic grandeurs Thosc mighty monuments
of ancestral picty stood then in their primaval
might, as great as Blorious to the vylgar eye;
but the bolt, though stillenvcloped in the silent
cloud, was rife for their destguction: like the
lropical‘qm. that spts in undiminished glory,
thexr day, still bright, still proud, was.almost
spent; but, unlike thc darkness of the tropical
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world; the night that wraps them fn its gloom, is
& night that knows no'moyrow. Those heaven-
deVoted strrictures that rose so haughtily above
the humbler works of man were already marked
by the spoiler. Even then I felt their hours were
numbered, and ‘that the coming age would know
them not. The church in Portugal may be likened
to a warrior clad in a costly suit of arms; his lance
has been given him by sbme grateful Sovereign,
his sword by another, his coat of mail by a third.
Surrounded by a host of assailants, he still main-
tains the unequal fight, he still refuses to yield
an inch for life or death, and falls at length with
all his high prerogatives of honour undiminished,
with all his royal gifts entirc; and oh! that
gm-geous panoply, those fatal gifts, the cause of
his destruction, become the spoil of his de-
stroyers. Even so the church in Portugal, rich
in its regal endowments, firm in its faith, and
bold in the asscition of its lawful rights, main-
tained them to'the last, conceding, yiclding,
compromising ﬂothmg, yet wuch has been .the
fmal struggle, and such the overwhclming fall.
The recent desecration of the convent of Alcobaga,
one of the most magnificent monuments of the
kingdom, was at once an insult to the rcligious
prejudices of the people, and dlsgrnml‘ul to the
taste of the modern Portuguesc.

On leavingAlcobaga I was assailed by a hurri-
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cane of wind atd sand, through which I rode to
the village of Batalha, jands as thgre was no inn, .
repaired to the monastefy, The Prior wds
absent, but the Sacristan conducted meyto thu
church, which is built in the purest style of
Gothic architccture; ang, indeed, the just pro-
portions and noble simplicity of the roof, of the
clustcred columns, and pointed arches, can no-
where be surpassed. It an unfinished chapel,
however, the arabesque and the Norman style
are strangely,blended; still the ornaments are
so graceful, the sculpture so rxch and the general
“orkmanslup so exquisitely *beautiful, that the
eyc is not revolted by such an incongruous
mixture. Returning from the church I found
a monk in my cell and a dinner on my table
scrved ap by one of those cross-grained yg )
ful menials, who gencrally make their appiigs
in monasterics and novels. ,ﬁg‘m R

I left Batalha early on the folfowirfg morning
and breakfasted at the ancient town of Leyria,
distinguished only by its fine old Woorish castle.
Between Leyria and Pombal, the birth-place of
the celebrated Marquts of that name, the Indian
corn looked beaytifully gay and green, and the
country, covered in parts with cork and chestnut,
was extrM pleasing : not so the hornets, who
buzzed abundantly in my cars, pitched upon my-
shoulders, and greatly molested gnc and my
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horse. I have rather an affestion for wasps,
“that light militia of the lower sky,” rapid in
heir attacks but equally rapid in their retreat;
but the hornet thinks twice before he eommits
himself, and when once he settles, is invested
with an awful ¢haracter ,of permanency, and, like
the British power in India, keeps possession of'
the seat which he has once usurped.

The sun was setting in great glory as I entered
Condexa. At the first inn where I stopped the
landlord was dying, so I repaired tp a house kept
by a pretty kandlady on the other side of the
street. I drew near the kitchen fire, and underwent
a long examination from the youthful beauty and
some laughmg girls, who disbelieved my English
origin, and 'said they knew me to be of southern
though not of Portuguese extraction. The
maidens of Condexa have long Leen celebrated
for their personal attractions, and these merry
damsels were certainly above the general stand-
ard of the national beauty. A young woman of
superior mannérs entered the room, but sat apart,
apparently absorbed in thought. She sighed
deoply at intervals, and at length asked me
whether I could give her any intelligence of
Silveira and his, adherents ; from which I inferred
that her fortunes were connected Juish” those of
the insurgents. -

On the following day I rode through a country
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covered with olives to Coimbra, built on the slope
of a hill, and most 'imposing when seen at a
distance. We passed the bridge, whigh at that
time extended over a large bed of shingles, but
in the wintry and autumnal months crosses a
wide and rapid torrent; but then, ih conscquence
of the continued heat, the Mondego had shrunk
within very narrow, limits. We entered the town
and descended into Hell, for so the inn is called ;
and the subterranean passage which conducts to
it justifies the game. *

Having left my letters of introduckion af various
houses, I plunged into the M‘ondego, and after-
wards roamed along its banks, where I met a
labourer, who had witnessed my arri.val at the
inn. and was then accidentally passing by. He
greeted me with a heartfelt + Vivan los Ingleses,”
the first and last tribute of popular enthusiasm
towards my country that met my car in Portugal;
but it seemns the British troops fad been long
stationed in this neighbourhood, and their excel-
lent conduct had wonethe esteem ghd conciliated
the affections of the simple-minded peasantry.
On the last day of Autpust I explored the bota-
nical garden, which is bymo means rich in rare
and curious plants, but contains gome beautiful
specimendNe the mimpsa, and has a fine palm,
and a banyan tree?

I ‘afterwards rode with some Portyguese gen-
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tlemen to Portella, a picturesquerspot among the
mouniains, a.n.d in the cyening adjourned to the
Bouse of Senhor —-, who received me cour-
teousl);, There werc several ladies, and some
professors of the university, whose influence
on socicty wa¥ perceptible in the improved and
intellectual nature of the conversation. Some
gentlemen of the party dwelt with interest on
the character and policy of the late Mr. Canning,
but were fully possessed by the b(hcf that his
death was solely®attributable to p‘nson, adminis-
tered to hime by his political opponents. 1 en-
deavoured to dispel this delusion. but without
success.

The vacation extends through the summer
months, ald the students were in consequence
dispersed over the country; a few w ere, however,
still remaining in the university, preparing for
their degree. 'They arc generally cager poli-
ticians ; but fhe only student with whom I be-
came acquainted discussed the critical questions
of the time with ah uttereand almost ludicrous
indifference to their final result : he was evi-
dently overflowing with happiness, and . wisely
refused to anticipales the angry passions and
vexa.txous disappointments of later life.

On the 1st 5f Septembey, accompgyzed by the
Juiz de Fora, and some Portuguese gcntlemen
connected with the university, 1 went over “that
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pile of building? and passed through several apart-
ments devoted to the ipstraction of youth. The
collection of subjects for the study of patural hs-
tory is tolerably good, the observatory cemplete,
and the instruments in perfect order : of these the
greater number were manufactured in London,
a few only in Paris. The school where degrees
are conferred is old- -fashioned and picturesque,
the cciling is curiously painted, and the walls are
hung round with portraits of the Kings. There
are ux dcpa;tments of instruction in this uni-
versﬂ) they comprise the canon law, the civil
law, mecedicine, natural plulosop'hy, and mathe-
aaties ; different degrees are taken in the respec-
tive facultics, the student generally applymg him-
sclf to the particular branch of study” intended to
form the basis of his professional cxertions in
after-life. ‘I'his is perhaps an improvement upon
our system of college education, where the same
degree is taken by all, without any reference to
the diflferent naturc of their futwre occupations.
The Greck and Latiss tongues are also taught at
Coimnbra, and moral phi'.. :phy, history, and the
belles lettres are made subsxdmry studics to the
higher lectures. The prewailing system ‘of educa-
tion was introduced by the Marguis of 'Pombal
who s'pokuyith pride and pleasure of the reform
effected in the university during the period of his
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admuustratmn, and cven undertool: a voyagefrom
Lisbon to Goimbra, for the sole purpose of open-
img and sa.nctlomng Snth his prescnce the new
course of studics.

" In'a former work upon Portugal, of a graver
character, I hve commended the policy of the
Portuguese government in attaching the most
influential persons in " the university to their
interests, by frequent promotion and honourable
treatment ; some commanderies of the Order of
Christ are annexéd to the office of senior lecturer
of ‘mathematies and natural philosophy,‘whilc
every cathedral throughout the kingdom is
obliged by a papal bull to attach a certain num-
ber ‘of its prebendal stalls to the different facul-
ties of the(univcrsity, restricting them, however,
to gentlemen belonging to the clerical profession.
The most able law instructors in the university
are often promoted to the highest tribunals of the
kingdom ; the ‘most eminent tcachers of divinity
and canon law to the bishoprics; and the most
skilful professérs of medici~e become physicians
in ordinary to the King, an officc which confers
immediate distinction and cnsures ultimate ad-
vancement. The service of the university is
therefore considered honourable, and”cven the
provincial nobles are somgetimes com:titors for
a vacant lectureship. The cxpenses of tuition
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are dgfrayed Ly the revenues of the university,
and the students only r y # small sum for their
board and lodging, and a few tnﬂmg fees. .
In the evening I visited the convent of Santa
Cruz, and wandered for some time among its
shady walks and fountains, its lukuriant hedges
of cypress, and its ample reservoirs of water.
The monks Dbelonging to *the order of St. Au-
gustin, men for the mosf part of noble descent
and of distinguished manners, are forbidden by
the regulations of the monasttry to appear on
foot bBeyond %their convent walls,qand are often
¢ scen mounted on fine horses splendidfy capan-
ooned. I spent my third and last cvening at
the house of Senhor ; the Scnhora was sur-
rounded by her little children, a pretty, datk-éyed
race that had just begun to make my acquaint-
ance. ®
The olive abounds in the necighbourhood of
Coimbra, and its oil is considered peculiarly good,
and decidedly superior to that of Spain: the tree
is, however, subject to a sévere discase ; under
the influence of the ferragem, or rust complaint,
the leaves shrivel, thedree sickens, and bears little
fruit. I have sometimes scen a whole wood
afflicted with this disorder, for which no satisfac-
fory remsdy has been devised. “Maize is culti
vated in this' disérict to a great extent, and is
made into a yellow bread, which the Jeasants eat
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in large quantitios: it is also given as fodder to
cattle.

=Before L left Connhta 1 rode to the Ponte das
Lagringgas, and passed through a blooming gar-
den, misnamed ¢ the garden of tears,’ to the spot
where the young and beautiful Ificz de Castro
was slain. A stream of the purest water gushes
from the cliff, and ‘glides along its deep red
channel; and this singnlar int upon the stone
has led to the popular belief that murder has
there loft its indciible stain. There sdi the guilt-
less, unsuspecting Iiicz awaiting her prineely hus-
band; there she reteived the fatal wound; and
over yon rude and ancient basin did the fair and
the chivalrous resort in olden time to unite their
tears over her carly grave. The dark cypresses*
waving over the fountain, the weeping willows
that surround it, and the stream mdtmuring
along its rocky bed, are admirably suited to the
mournful tale. * Some of those cypresses are of
great antiquity, and probably witnessed her se-
cluded happinets and her tregical fate. I quitted
with regret a scene over which romance and

* The cygress that grows in this* garden of tears’ is the Cu-
pressus Lusitanica, a tree of qxtreme beauty, and closely resem-
b!mg in growth the cedar of Lebanon, tRough decper in colour.
It iy so very unlikesthe common cypress, that I had at first no
suspicion that it belonged to that cqu of trees. It, us originally
brought fiom Goa to Busaco, but is now ~nly 1884 in perfection

in the midland parts of Poxtugal forit has dwindled in the ugigh-
bourhood of Lishon, and is no longer to be scen in the Algarve
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and ald tradition have thrown their
sweetest spell. . . '

Leaving the highway F rode towayds Busa®o,
to sce the memorable field of battle, Jhrough
mountain-passes, finely crested with pines and
abounding in every variety of therchis tribe. I
lost my way among the Uefiles, and did not casily
regain it. being unaccompanied by iy muleteer,
who had <tarted at angcarliecr bour; but after
waundering for some time, exposed to an intoler-
able sun, ¥ reached the monastery of Busaco. I
knocked long at the gate of theeconvent lodge
hefore it was opened, and nly first reception was
ungracious cnough, as the porter observed that
arrivals were inconvenient at that hour. I was so
muel aliausted Ly the heat that I ®onld hardly
keep my seat on horseback, and was not therefore
disposel to be easily rebufied, so compelling the
relietant menial t§iaform the Prior of my arrival,
and slowly following him through a fine wood of
oak and pine, 1 reachgd the convent, a straggling
edifice, completely\wthosonied inethe forest. The
Prior reccived me courteously, and placed some
wine and sall fish before me, regretting he could
not offer me better farg, as meal was sirictly
forbidden Ly the convent regulations. He after-
wards 1o me to my gell, where I°threw gnyself on
the bed, too ila.ppy to enjoy an interval of repose.
TRese monkish dormitorics are most welcome to

- D2
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the wearied traveller, from thexrecoolness,' their
perfect cleanlmess, and the total absence of the
thged and creepmg “.cannibals _that infest the
mns. 1 slept for some time, anfl awoke even
more fatigued than when I first lay down. I
frequently observed that, during the intense
heats, the mid-day siesta was followed by a
sense of increased cxhaustion, nor were its in-
vigorating effects fully, experienced till after
sunset.

I now joined tht friar; and as he le4 me round
the convent L was surprised at the unbfoken
silence that pervaddd the place; a silence which
seemed rather to indicate a mansion of the dead
than the social dwelling of a numerous brother-
hood. 'This' profound stillness was only inter-
rupted by the echo of our footsteps, and the low
tones of my conductor’s voice. The lorig galle-
ries were partially hung with black cloth, and the
shadows of evening, fast stealing over them, gave
birth to mingled feclings of melancholy and awe.
The Prior afterwards explaiged to me the cause
of this strange silence. The monks who inha-
bited the convent were Carmelitcs, and their
system was, to a great extent, modelled on that
of La Trappe ; for, like the friars of that order,
j:hgy are.en;omed to observe perpetup). silence,
with the exception of the Prior #ad ot%n assistant
brother, who acted as porter. °
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" 1 discovered from subsequent accounts, what
indeed I then suspected, that thesinmates of this
convent had ,gencrally’ chicred theit cheerloss
abode from feelings of blighted affection®r maqyr-
tified ambition, the most prolificesources of hu-
man discontent. The system operated differently
on different temperaments: a few had become,
reconciled to their altered mode of existence;
others had sunk into a state of mental léthargy 3
and many, after the lapse of p few years, were
vainly anxiows to quit their living tomb. Some
had entered the order from jan cRalted spirit of
*cligion : these had not drooped; upheld by a
powerful though misdirected principle, their minds
resisted the pressure of external cigcumstances;
the business of this life was exchanged for visions
of the gext, and the want of active occupation
was supplied by the internal fire which supported
while it consumed them. .

The Prior accompanied me to the entrance
door, and kindly pressed mg to ]fass the night at
the convent; but "l was anxious to proceed.
“This spot is indeed delightful,” I observed,
as T wished him farewell. «It is, my Son,” he
replied, with the cold *and melancholy smjle
of one who felt the truth of wy remark, but
had ceaséc. ‘o derive® cnjoyment from the objects
of my admiration. As I mounted my horse, the
last beams of the sun were setting, gnd the forest”
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trees cast their lengthened shadows along the
ground. A cross, the cublem of peace, was
pla.ced on‘a pedesml before the door. The
beauty and scclusion of the spot appeared to
have marked it out as peculiarly fitted for the
enjoyment of tranquil happiness, but the mis-
judging piety of man had robbed him of those
temperate pleasures which nature had so lavishly
preparcd for his gratification. The oak and fern
reminded me of the deep glades of England, and
the majestic cypress of Portugal *, with its waving
branches,«impressed the scene with a character of
Oriental grace: yet, even on such a calm and
heavenly evening, the monks were not allowed to
walk beneath the shade of their forest trces: so
active and ingenious were the founders of this
convent in devising methods to heighten the pri-
vations of its inmates, as if the common course
of human passigns and anxieties did not render
the cup which all must drink sufficiently bitter,
without perverting the plainest dictates of com-
mon sense to render it still lore unpalatable.
Having left the convent, 1 spent some time in
examining the positions occupied by the armies.
Busazo tells its own tal¢'; for the bold and pecu-
liar character of.the ground enables the traveller
to follow, withont difficulty,* the lng*uy of that

* The Cupressup Lusitanica, to which I have already alluded.
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eventful day. ‘I arrived late in the evening. at
Mcleahada.

On the 3rd of Scptembey I hircd ea guide at
Meleahada, to lead us through a pine Mrest of
great extent, and so intricate thgt even the na-
tives arc sometimes bewildered by the multitude
of tracks. Our guide attacked the friars with un-
usual vehemenceeand then broke forth in favour
of Dom i’cdro. expressifg great hostility to the
Infant, whpse expected appearance on the fron-
tiers,.at that €ime, kept the nation in suspense.

I observed that the peasantry wefe moxe friendly
*9 the Constitution in this district than in any
other part of Portugal, probably from its vicinity
to Coimbra. My guide said thgt the wood
abounded in wolves, and desired me to observe
the stuymp of a tree recently felled, telling me
that a young man, assailed by three of those fe-
rocious animals, had taken refugg in its branches,
and had afterwards cut it down, as a memorial
of his escape, and in testigony bf his gratitude.
I thought this an odd mode .of r;turning thanks,
and tacitly determined never to cndanger my
safety for an inhabitant of Mcleahada., Different
nations have certainly different modes of exngess-
ing their semse of services conferred: a Portu-
guese foli. = trec for the same reason that an
Epglishman would effectually protect it.

I do not thigk that the inhabitangs of southern
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countries have generally much taste for picturesque
beauty I remember’ se¢ing a house, not far
from Cintru, overhung‘ by one of the most mag-
nificent cork-trees I cver beheld. I was standing
@positc the windows, admiring the fantastic
beauty and amazing luxuriance of the tree, when
an old woman, attracted by my carnest gaze, sal-
lied forth, observing that I was.perhaps desirous
of taking the house; ana adding, that if the trec
were an object of dislike, it could be felled im-
mediately. Any old woman may be«guilty of bad
taste; but if the trce had been an object of ge-
neral admiration in the neighbourhood, she would
not have so utterly misunderstood my feeling.
There is, generally speaking, far less beauty
and distinction of costume in Portugal than in
Spain, but the dress of the peasantry is,unusu-
ally rich in this part of the country. The men
were attired in, satin waistcoats richly figured,
and of a crimson colour ; some had handkerchiefs
tied round their neadg, after the Oriental fashion,
but not in the graceful folds' of the turban, as I
have scen them worn in that paradisc of the
Christian world, the vale of Murcia: many of the
_}Rgg,.and some of the 'men, were dressed in a
loose garment nesemblmg in form, but not in
beauty, the Highland kilt ; and a broadffmmmed
hat, a red scarf, and a blue jacket, not worn l;ut
thrown over the shoulder, completes the provin-



CH. 18.] °ROAD FROM AVEIRO. §7

cial dress. THey also carry the pao or long pole,
as in the ncighbourhgod of Llsbon I met a
young peasant bea.rmg' a pannier of grapes, updh
which I made a.vigorous attack, but no persua-
sion would induce him to receive any recomnpensé ;
a total absence of mercenary fecling very frequent
among the Portuguese labourers.

Leaving Aveiro, we rode through a pretty coun-
try ; theoak and olive abqunded ; the vine climbed
up the trees and hung down in rich festoons;
sometimesh regular trellis-work was constructed
overhead, and an carly night prgduced by the
dense foliage. But night itself was now closing
in, and we soon lost our way amid a varicty of
tracks. In this part of the country the natives
involve a stranger in frequent mistakes by their
strange mode of dirccting him, which is invariably
by refernce to one of the four points of the com-
pass. Now south-cast, or north-west, may be a
very poctical, but is a very puzzlihg modc of di-
rection to a man travelling by gight through a
country with whichghe is lotallp unacquainted.
Besides, the points of the compass arc in some
degree conventional with these honest folks: for
they talked of our north and our west, #hich cer-
tainly was not my north or my west, as 1 founa
to my cost, after sundpy wanderings on that luck-
less night. o

At length we stumbled on a cottage, and pre-

b3
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vailed on a peasant to show us the vvay to Ovar: he
was lively, mtelhgent,cand dark as a mulatto; he
ked served undér DomMiguel when he commanded
the army, "and evidéntly regarded that Prince
with very partial feelings. Ile observed that he
did not troubl¢ himself with the subtle points
that grew out of the guéstion of the succession,
but thought Dom Miguel ought, in justice to
ascend the throne, Lecause he'had killed some
bulls in a masterly manner, and had gencrously
presented their bodies to the soldwl',‘, a novel
argument in the Infant’s favour, which has Proba-
bly never yet suggested itself to any of his Royal
Highness's legal advisers. He also entered into
some curious details respecting the customs of
this part of the country. The priest requires an-
nually a bushel of wheat from every married pair ;
and be it further observed, the relative piety of
the different parishioners is determincd by the
relative amoun: of the plums and good things
stuffed into these pascal offerings : he said that
many of the clergy led dissolute lives, a natural
conscquence of their cclibacy, a.system favour-
able perhaps to the intcrests of the Papal See,
but decidedly injurious to general morals. By
~she-df the church regilations, 'no priest is al-
lowed to keep th his house, as a domestic, any
woman under a certain age; byt I heard of an
ingenious ecclesiastic who cheated his conscierce
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by retaining vhder his roof two beautiful women,
whose united years dzd ngt exceed the age pre-
scribed for one: so that the sum’ total were cer-
rect he thought it mattered ‘little how the}mount
were divided; like this manuscript, which cdh-
tains the samc number of word$, whether Mr.
Murray swell it into two small volumes or com-
press it into ope. *

Late in the evening e entered Ovar, a long
straggling town, in which I naturally concluded
that some house of accommodation must exist;
but htemlly there was none. Jhe Peninsula
generally, although it may ®e said mort of Spain
than Portugal, abounds in these strange incon-
sistencies. I once stopped at a venta in Anda-
lusia, which not only possessed th® necessaries,
but many of the comforts of life. Meat and fowls,
with tch, coffee, and chocolate, formed a sump-
tuous bill of farc for a Spanish country inn:
forks abounded, but when I calltd for a knife, I
was told that no such implemen{ was kept in the
house, on a principle of sélf-preservation. The
reason given was eminently Spanish; but in fact
the road was chicfly frequented by smugglers,
who live well, but always, carry their o#n knives ;
and this was the'real cause of the deficiency. -

The same curious, contradictions are occasion-
ally found in the hxgher ranks. I remember
sléeping at the house of a decayed noble, whio
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received me with the utmost héspitality. My
sleeping apartment was, however, destitute of the
ffost common convemences of life; my bed had
70 curtains, there was not a locking-glass, there
was not a chair in the room. Such being the
case, I was surprised, and somewhat amused, at
seeing & menial, attired in a faded livery of green
and gold, enter my apartment with much state,
bearing a basin of massive silver, which he was
himself compelled to hold, because there was no
table on which he tould place that ponderous relic
of the departed splendour of the house.

A quarter of a ledgue from Ovar we rcached
the ne plus ultra of abominable inns. I had
divided my journey badly, and often fell in with
worse accomthodation than I should have found if
I had adhcred to the regular posts ; and, in this
instance, I believe, I was the first person above
the rank of a muleteer whom my friend the inn-
keeper had cver'entertained. As I arrived late,
stale bread was my only supper, and straw my
only bed. Grﬁwlmg dogs and famished cats
contested the crumbs that fell flom my board,
a,nd'vermm sported around 1ae in lively profusion.
My serya.nt Antonio lost the keys of my trunk,
and ‘the muletcer his way. So closed the night:

" "On the followmg day the road was siindy, and
myprogress slows ‘Soon ?er 1 Left Ovar, I over-
téok a young wotiian, of great personal attrde-
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tions, journcyikg to Oporto, attended by three
servants. I greeted her, a.qcordmg to the custom
of the country; and as we were travelhng on thz
same road, we ngturally fcll' into a conveyatlon,
which she kept up with liveliness and spirit. Heér
servants were barefooted : they wdke a red sash, a
laced jacket with rich sifver buttons, a large hat,
and car-rings of solid gold. * The curious mixture
of familiar dialogue and, goodnatured authority
which characterized her intercourse with them re-
vived clasﬁca.l associations, illustrated the simple
manners of an carlier age, and scqmed to realize
the description of the Grecian dames athid their
nandmaids : other circumstances contributed to
keep up the illusion. Her regular and noble fea~
tures reminded me of those beautiful models of
ancient art with which no modern sculpture can
bear cothpetition. Her costume might, in some
degree, be considervd classical, and was admirably
adapted to sct forth the faultless outline of her
face. She stopped at a friend’s hoyse near Qporto,
and we separated ;q but w& aftorwards renewed
our acquaintanec, and I heard from her own lips
the story of her lifc~a simple but romantic tale.
It is but short, for she was still very ydung.

She became - dequainted, at the early age-er -
sixtecn, 'with a young man, only'a. few years her
senior, but greadly her superier in rank. Ac-.
quhintance gave birth®to attnchment. and’ tbo
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difficulties which prcvented theiri union height-
ened that feeling into the most ardent love. Her
lower'’s family contcmp!ated the possibility of such
an evqht with dread: but her father encouraged
their intercourse and the phghted couple met,
every evening, under the shade of the garden
fig-tree, and exchanged vows of cternal fidelity.
The impetuous but 1csolute attachment of her
young admirer at length appeared to overcome
the opposition of his family; and he arrived one
evening at the trysting place in lugh spirits, and
entertaining sanguine hopes. They spent 4 few
delightfui hours in the full enjoyment of recipro-
cal confidence, and separated with the belicf that
they would speedily be united, to part no more ;
but from tha: hour they never met again, cither
in sorrow or in joy. Her lover's father, anxious
to avert from his family the disgrace of an un-
¢qual alliance, had appeared to relent, for the
purpose of cxccuting his designs with greater
facility. He had already conferred with the civil
authoritics, and, that' very pight his son was
arrested, and conveyed to a place of strict con-
finement, where he was seized with an infectious:
fever, of which he died i jna few days, in spite of
-overy exertion to save him. ¢

She married two years afterwards, and con-
fessed to me that she was perfectly happy. A
prior attachment sometiméh continues to exist4n
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a woman’s mind long after marriage; but, except
in a person of very dee]:}y-rpotcd affections, rarely
survives the birth of a child: from®that hour the
current of her thoughts becbmes cha.lfgedi new
dutics, new feclings, new hopes arise, to banigh
former regrets, and .

¢ She who lately loved the best,
Forgets she loved at sll.?
[ ]

1 observed in my prRtty heroine a striking
instance of those sudden bursts of quick and
sensitive fecng which seem inherent in the
southern temperament.  Althougi she spoke of
Ver first ill-fated lover with calmness, almost with
indifference, and confessed that she had long
ceased to regret the difficulties which prevented
their union: yci once, as she dwelt upon past
scenes, and recalled a thousand instances of his
boyish devotion, her voice changed, her dark
eyes filled with tcars, and her whgle soul secmed
to revert, with undiminished affection, to the
object of her ear]y love. Mer (?motlon was but
transient; yet I am convinced that, while it
lasted, she would have renounced every earthly
tie to be restored to hlm who had Dbegn the first
to win her affections, andwas then mouldering in
the grave.

Asl dpproacll‘ed Oporto, the liveliness of the
nafional character became very perceptible: the
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women delighted in jest and repartee, and some-
times carried their facetious humour to a very
‘imconvenient extent, by mlsdlrectmg me on my
road. «, Good—na.turc, however,. ultimately pre-
vhiled, and they always apprized me of the mistake
into which they had led me after I had proceeded
a few steps in the wrong direction : but this kind
of raillery, tolerably diverting in the fair sex, was
positively offensive when practised by the men.

As T passed through a little village, I saw a
woman standing*in the street, wrihging her
hands, and pauring forth the wildest lamienta-
tions. Iinquired into the cause of her grief, and
heard that thicves had broken into her house
during her absence. The poor woman suspected
that she had been robbed of all her little trea-
sure, but had not courage to ascertain the extent
of herioss. As no saving-banks, or institutions
of that kind, exist in Portugal, the peasants either
hoard their earnings in strong boxes, or lay them
ot in purchasing golden trinkets, of which they
are passionately fond: so that a successful attack
upon their cottages may deprive them of the little
store which they have accumulated by ycars of
industrious exertion. The handsome ear-rings
und chains of solid gold, worn By women among
the lower classes, excited my surprise, till I dis-
covered that they regularly inwest their money
in the acquisition of these ornaments : so that, by



L] M
CH. 11.] ARRIVAL AT OFORTO. 65

an unusual combination, the increase of the family
wealth, and the gratliﬁ:atan of their taste for -
personal decoration, go habd in hand’, g ‘
these trinkets arc generally of solid gold, and
made with little regard to fashiong their value is
casily ascertained, and they are converted into
cash without difficulty. . .
At length I reached Oporto, an ancient and
very pictufesque town: the streets, with a few
noble cxcepéions, are narrow, and the houses high
and ornament@d with handsome ba.l;:onies. That
part of the city ‘which overhangs the Bouro is
« uikingly beautiful, the river itself is fine and
clear, and the banks bold, and partially wooded.
The concourse of people was so gregt at Oporto
when I arrived, that 1 passed from inn to inm,
and from one extremity of the city to the other,
without being able to procure an apartment.
The absence of any furnished lodgings shows the
little progress which this great city has made in
some of the most esgential dmforys of life, while
in other respects it has rapidly advanced in the
carccer of civilization. Atlength I obtained a bed-
room, though not a sitting-room, at thes house of
a mulatto, where,*as I cntéred, a large party, of &
mixed character, was collecting rbund the table
d’héte. There wgre two Germans: onc seemed-
well informed, and so, I suspect, was the other;
but as he abused me in the Portuguese language,
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with which he supposed me thoroughly unac-
. quainted, I will not dilate upon his merits.

1 chanced to sit néxt a mild and intelligent
Englifliman, Mr. Watcrhouse, who had resided
many jears n Portugal. The conversation
turned on recent everts. The retirement of
Count Saldanha. the distarbances which followed
his resignation, the measures sadopted in conse-
quence by Sir Thomas Stubbs, and his reeall from
the government of Oporto, were cigeumstances
which excited the public mind at that time in a
very high degree, and were discussed with
unusual warmth.
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CHAPTER III.

Count and Countess of Villa Plor.—Poﬂ'ugucse society—Effoct of
the recent changes on the Portuguese Character— Author leaves
Oporto—Tromendous Storm—7¥Fall of Locusts—Description of
the Traz os Montes—The Valentines—Feudal s of the
Nobles—Dinner at the Capitan Mor— Character and Man-
sion of the vgnerable Senhor Joaquim—Lamego—IHospitality
of Senhor Ferreisga—Superstition of the Enchauted Mcoress—
Returr to Oporto. .

&

3
€ LunT Virra FLor, since that time become Duke

of Terceira, had assumed the government of
Oporto a few days before 1 reacheg that city;
and, on my arrival, kindly offercd mec apart-
ments inghis house. and the use of his styd,—a
hospitality characteristic of the Portuguese, but
particularly distinguishing this ggnerous moble,
whose liberality was proverbial both at Lisbon
and Oporto. I declmcd his wffer ;_ ° but, establish-
ing myself at the nelghbourmg inn of Batalha,
became almost an inmate of his housc during
my long residence at Oporto. His staff con-
sisted of Don Caxlos, brother of the Marquis.of
Fronteira, Major Bernardo Sa, new Viscount Sa
da Bandeira, his brofher Narcisso, and Major
Mepdez. He infroduced me to the Countess
Villa Flor, a dgughter of the ancicst house of
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Loulé aml descended: from the far-famed and
«ljustrious line of the Mehdozas.

The Loulé fa.mﬂy‘were originally of British
ongm, and are said to have sprung from an
English knight of the name of Rollim, who led
his vassals to the siege of Lisbon, distinguished
himself in the service of Alphonso the First, and

" was rewarded by a grant of lund, after the cap-
turc of that city. The Countess was only in
her nineteenth year, and in the firgt bloom- of
that uncommon becauty which dtew down the
applause of “every, Portuguese, and afterwards
excited the admiration of English socicty. But
although the Countess was still so young, she
had experienced both hardship and danger amid
the turbulent dissensions of her native country.
During the last few ycars the great had been pecu-
liarly exposed to severe vicissitudes, yet these she
had encountered with a firmness cxtraordingry in
one so young, so delicate, and so little calculated,
by birth or station, t¢ mix in revolutionary scenes.
Her childhood had been clouded by the ruthless
agsassination of her noble father; she had after-
wards accompanied her husband to a’ desolate
prison : she now filled {he brilliant position which.
she was born fo occupy, and was so well fitted to
grace; but before a year had rgvolved, the star of
her destiny had declined, and she was again an
exile.from her native land. . .
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The military government of Oporto, always an
important trist, was of‘ntal consequence in- the
actual state of Portugdl." Two poerful factions -
at that time disputed the pblitical arenh, vipwed
each other with hatred and suspicion, and threat»
ened to disturb the tranquillity of*the city. By
strict impartiality in the discharge of his public
duties, and by an equal and well-jud hospi-
tality to men of &1l pa.rtles, Count Villa Flor
sccured the affection of the inhabitants, ‘and miti-
gated those feuds which lay too deep to be eradi-
cated. * The mere circumstance of'. official rank
confers great consideration ig Portugal » but in
the person of Count Villa Flor it was united to
high birth and previous reputation ; and although
some individuals kept aloof, from pagty feelings,
the elite of Oporto crowded to his house, and to
his box a¢ the Opera. In the morning the Count
snd Countess rode out, accompanied by their
staff; and I frequently joincd them in their
excursions to the beautiful env1rons of Oporto.
In the cvening T gengrally found qpveral persons
assembled at thelr house ; or if, by chance, there
was no addition to thg family circle, I was not
less cordially welcomed, apd the houre passed
away in lively conversatiop/ -

That I may not her(?,i’ter interrupt the thread:
of my narrativey when it becomes more eventful,
Fwill now insert a few remarks on the Portuguese
character, and eon the nature of Portuguese



0t OPORTY. . - [ew.m.

societyh premmng only that thisy ':le somewhat
premsture in this part of my work, as I had not
formed such éonclusions 1ill after a long residence
at Ljsbon and Opottd.

« If I could divest myself of every national
partiality, aml suppose myself an inhabitant of *
the other hemisphere? travelling solely for my
amusemeg$, notingemen and rhanncrs, #nd were
asked in what country society had attained its
most polished form, I should say, in Portugal:
this perfection ¢f manner is perhapsrmost appre-
ciated by - ﬁn Englishman, when seen tn that
portion® of ‘the aristocratic class which has
adopted in minor points the refinements of the
first European society, and has retained the
spirit, while it has in some’dcgree dropped the
exgggerated ccremonial f the old Portuguese
courtesy. Portuguesc politcness is Gelightful,
because it is by no mecans purely artificial, but
flows in a’grev.t measure frod#a natural kindliness
of feeling. .

A Portuguese hag a real repugnance to wound
the feelings of the humblest individual, and
sedulously avoids any expression whlch can pos-
sibly have that effect; not only becaust it is ill-
bred, but because the act’ of inflicting pain on
another is disagreeable tq himself. A Portuggese,
possessed of strong sarcastic tafent, will seldom
direct it, hqwever veiled, against any individual
presernit, ad will uge the utmobt circurelocution
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in conveying an'nnpleasant truth. Evei#f he be’
aware that the person yxth.whom hq is actua]ly

conversing is in the act of dece{vmg him, he
often disguises his knowledge of the fact. from

his apprchension of wounding the feelings of the

deeciver; or if such a man ic to8 worthless for

consideration, from the® fear .of grieving his

kindreds to such an extent is theingpoliteness

carricd. It may 5gca.sionplly cxce ie proper

bounds , but still the general influenge of these

delicate and®considerate feelinge® is highly bene-

ficial tb socxcty, which in Portugal, resembles a

vessel inipelled by a favourings breeze ovet a calm
sea. yet undisturbed by any displeasing inequa-
lity of motion. »

The restless fecﬁng 80 often pe?ccptlble in
English sociely hardly exists in Portugal : tHere
are no arllent aspirations after fashion; there is
Yittle prepared wit in Portugnese society, and no
one talks for the e purpose of'i)roducing an
cffect, but simply because hxs natyral taste leads
him to take an aclive part in cowversation. In
spite of manners apparcntly artificial, society is
more unaffected in Portugal than superficial ob-
servers wwould at first suppghe. Dandyidm is un-
known among their men/And coquetry, 80 com-
momiamong Spamsh Women, is Ditle in vogue
among the fair Portug'uese They do not pos-
sess, to the same extent, the heady passions and
romanti¢ feclings of their heautiful heighbours,
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but ﬂ;?y’ are softer, more tractdble, and equelly
affectionate. Even, whgn thcy err, the aber--
“rations of a marrmd ortuguese never spring
from. fashion or captile, seldom from vanity, and,
‘however culpable, are always the result of real
preference. ©

Certainly, with some exceptlons, the women are
not highly educated; they feel little interest in
general sub_]ects, and consequently have little
general conversation. A stranger may at first
draw an \mfavmnable inference as to their natu-
ral powers, hecause he has few subjects in dommon
with them; but when once received into their
circle, acquainted with their friends, and initiated
in ‘the little intrigues that are constantly playing
along ther surface of socxety, he becomes de-
lighted with their liveliness, wit, and ready per-
ceptmn of character. The best society itt England
is perhaps the best in the world, because it com-
bines civilization of manner with cultivation of
mind ; but, without reference to intellectual cul-
ture, the last finish of polished brecding distin-
guishes, perhaps in a still greater degree, the
higher orders of Portugal I speak only of the
higher drders, for thgir supenonty of manner over
the mlddhng classes‘‘s mors strongly i L'ed
than even i England.\‘ There is little pilicep:
tible difference of manner between the dﬁferent.
grades of society in Paris; but though this uni-
formity pfevails ir revolutiodfized, it was, I
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suspect, unknown to refined and aristocratic
France.

This characteristic politghess of the Portu-
guese does not

“«

only play
Through life’s more cultured pathl, and cht.rm the way,”
but the kindliness of heart. from which it flows
extends to all classgs and affects all relations: it
appears in the infercourse of the higher with the
*niddling and lower orders, and soﬁcns the natu-
ral ]calousy arsing from the distinctions of rank.
An English gentleman, unprowded at the mo-
ment with moncy, sends a béggar to the devil :
‘the Sovereign of Portugal calls him his brother,
and regrets that he has nothing to offer him.
Such details may appear trivial. but are really
important ; Lecause these gentle and considerate
manners 11ave promoted a kindly feeling in the'
people towards their superiors, and have greatly
contributed to mitigate the bitter sensc of actual
privation. The pride of the Portuguese Fidalgos
is chiefly dirccted aguinst each other, and usually
relates to their family alliances. A Puritano or
Fidalgo, who traces a purely noble descent from
the earliest times, is suppog.d to form an ugequal
alliance when he unites bzsclf to thc scion of any
housd; however illustriofs, if not also a Puritano
by descent. The higher will not ally themselves
to the inferior nobles, and thesc agaip will form
E
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no connexion with the commonxlty; but prece-
dency of rank is occasionglly superseded in public
opinion Ry antient birth; and some untitled fa-
milids have constantly refused, to marry into the
houses of particular Grandees, because their own
descent is unquestxonably more antient, and there-
fore considered more illustrious.

If the nobles arc kindly disposed, the people
are, generally speaking, extremely loyal, little in-
clined to violence, easily led, susceptible of kind-
ness, and patient under many prjvdtions: their
virtues flow from their native goodness of dispo-
sition, their vices ar'e, in some degree, attributable
to the system under which they bave lived. The
overwhelming extent of the regal prerogative,
which could deprive the highest noble of his
birthright by an cxertion of power,—-aml the cor-
rupt administration of justice, which could i impo-
verish its victim by an act of law,—arc abuses
which, in the towns at least, gave rise {o habits
of refined distimulgtion as the onmly safeguard
against powerful oppressiorft In England, during
the reign of Henry VIIIL., when the dispensation
of justice was venal, and the power of the cxecu-
tive practically uncogjrolled, the degradation of
the national character was strongly manifested in
thﬁ-corruptlon of our juies and the servility of
our parliaments. In those prdstituted asscmblies
neither ungffending innocence nor undolxbted in-
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tegrity were of‘ any avail against the rayal plea-
sure; and the populargforms, which should have
guardéd the popular liberties, becamg only an
additional engine, of tymnny in the hands ‘of an
oppressive sovereign. Even in Sir Robert Wal-
pole’s time, when the science of government had
undergone a total change, when influence had
supcrseded prerogative, the political honesty of
public men was at a low £bb indeed: a century
of good laws and settled government have gra-
dually raised the British character to its present
standard : it only improved with d¢he improve-
ment of our institutions; and I know not why
ihe Portuguese, who naturally possess so many
excellent qualitics, should not attain the same
moral clevation under an amcliorated govern-
ment.

But I am far from thinking that the policy
pursued after Don Pedro’s triumphant return to
Lisbon, in 1834, was calculated to effect an im-
provement in the charactey of the people. A
government that owds its existence to the popular
principle must not trench upon the popular pro-
judices of the nation ; a’goveynment that professes '
to raise the standard of thgfational morality, and
to inculeate better and hjéher prmqples of action,
must’ itself be strictlyfjust; but neither justice
nor policy were cdnsulted when the privileges of
the Peers were invaded, when the cogvents were’

B E2
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desecrated, and. when ‘those sac(;ed stipulations
were violated, which pre{ended to secure to the
.;llspossesped monks & pension for life. The cruel
treafment of the pnesthood has exercised a most
‘unfavourable Jnfluence on the character of the
peasantry : that unsophisticated peasantry, which
possessed many of the noble qualities without the
sanguinary spirit of the Spaniard, and were, till
recently, a loyal and contented race, have become
‘generally disaffected to the government; and,
outraged by the" injuries inflicted upon a Church
they love and revere, are, cven mow, in some
“parts of the country, armed against the crown;
are living by a system of rapine, from which they
would have lately shrunk with horror; and, con-
trary to aff their previous habits, are feeding
upon the life-blood of their country.

Before I pass on to other scenes, I must take
this opportunity of returning my best thanks to
Mr. Crispin, ‘the British Consul at Oporto, who

“hospitably offc;ed mp apartments at his house, and
showed me every attention' during my residence
in that city; to my banker, Mr. Kingston, and to
the gentlemen of the Factory, of whose cxnhtaes I
am lnghly sensible 3 to my friend Mr. Wlntely,
the Chaplain of Oporto, & gentleman of great and

varied talent, I am pecurarly indebted, not only
for the pleasant hours which I tpent in his society,

-but for many valuable facts connected with the
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state of Portugal, which he communicated to me
during our frequent rafublés in the neighbour-
hood.

On the 12th ef October, the anniversary of
PDon Pedro’s birth, Count Villa Flor reviewed
the troops, who were well, equipped, went throu
their cvolutions admirably, and rececived the
nouncement of the«charter with loud « Vivas!” I
put on my uniform of the Somersctshire yeo-
manry, and. accompanied him to, the field, where
I obsgrved to*one of the officers, « These regi-
ments arc well affected to the Empéror.”, «Yes,”
h- rephed “but will they send forth these loyal
shouts when another year brings round another
12th of October ?” At that moment the standard
happened to fall. « This omen is not propitious
to your q@use,” I replied, laughingly. Beforc a
year had clapsed, the officers then present were
dispersed, their gallant chief cxiled, and the
constitution had ccased to exist. In the evening
Count Villa Flor gave a grand? dinner to the
officers, the Colonels of militias, the judges, and
)the deputies. He proposed Don Pedro’s health,
‘and afterwards that of the Xing of Gregt Britain
‘and Ireland, & toast whigh wis drunk with ap-
‘plause, and for which I fbturned thanks.

The opera box was ‘crowded to excess on that
night, although many of the leading Miguelites,
‘or Corcundas, as they were then galled, were
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absent. ‘When Count Villa Flor again pro:
.posed Don Pedro, the audience stood up, and a
scenc of stormy enthysiasm ensued; the shouts
were repeated again and again ‘by the men, and
the fair sex leant over the boxes, waving their
white handkerchiefs in, toke of their zealous
adherence to the cause of their Imperial master.

1 was rather amused at heaxing, on my return
to the inn, that I had been the subject of several
bets during the day. As my uniform was of a
different colour from the Portuguese, and hap-
pened tq be very conspicuous, my appearance on
the ficld excited surprise. I was not a native it
was clear; the country of my birth, in conse-
quence, became a matter of debatc among some
idlers, and several bets were made on the sub-
ject. Spain was taken against the field hy many; =
who called at the inn where I resided to ascertdin
the point, and returned to their respective homes
very wrathful with the guiltless object of their
unsuccessful wager. ¢ .

The vintage was now commencing, and-as I
had long intended to explore the wine district,
"which appears to its \yreatest advantage during
that season, I quitted \Qporto. Count Villa Flor
gave me letteps to the ﬁfovernor of the district,
and to the principal persons in the northérn
provinces, and my friend Major Bernardo Sa
accompanie¢ me a little way- on my journey.
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This young officer, who has since risen to lngk
distinction, was even #heneremarkable for the
extent of his information and the dgcision of
his character; the most usefal quality a maft can,
possess in unsettled times *. Distinguished for
his gallant excrtioms in the civil war which had
desolated the Trazos Montes, his conduct in the
following year prqved that the same high spirit
bad not fursaken him ynder adverse circum-
stances. Our friendship was formed at Oporto,
and conﬁrmed at Lisbon; and I shall hereafter
allude to a curious and somewhateromantic ad-
venture which occurred at a later period, and in
which we were both engaged.

On leaving Oporto, I rode on through a
valley, abounding in corn and wil® grapes, to
Penaﬁc],. a town of some consideration, which
g'ves its name to the Count of Penafiel, £ Peer
of the realm. The comma.ndcnes enjoyed by ¢
this noble were annexcd in perpctmty to his
house, an unusual devxathn from the general
practice. On the f8llowing morning I observed
several blocks of granite on one of the heights
above the road; and” from, their situation, and
from the regularity of their position, I conceive
them to be the remains 1 some antient structure
resemblmg our Druidi¢al temples.’

Passing a large bleck of stone, upon wluch

* Hg is now Minister of Marine.g ol m
' [}
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& mitre was rudely carved to mark the boundary
of some convgnt lards, (I struck across a wild
“mountain; 4ract. Therc I beheld a natural exhi-
bitioh of the most awful kind. . The extreme and
long-continued heat that prevailed in Portugal
during the summer of 1827, was, I belicve,
almost unparalleled : the vines were everywhere
injured, in some places destroyed, and the agri-
culturc had universally suffered ; but during the
last two days an cvident change had taken place,
the weather was becoming more tnmperatc, and
clouds of a leaden hue were gradually collectmg
from all points of the horizon. They must have
concentrated their strength during the night of
the 26th, for on the following morning the sky
resembled a great sea of ink ; deep black masses
overhung our heads, gradually sinking lower and
lower, and a faint moaning wind alone inter-
rupted the heavy repose that bad settled upon
the face of the earth. At length the storm
burst ; not ushered in by any light showers,
not cven by any warning-drups, but descending
at once and vertically, in sheets of water, as if
hurled by an offended, God ‘against a world which
he had resolved to submerge again.

I had never scen so fievce a conflict of the ele-
ments. Those hills, a fewminutes before so des-
titute of water that I should %ave hailed with
Pleasure th% most trifling rill, now resounded
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with the roar of w thousand forrents rushing -
impetuously into the va'ley, and my path, which .
led along a natural cha.nne‘f between #wo rocks,
at.once became the main artery that received
these tributary streams. As the water was rising
fast, and every moment gssumed more the cha-
racter of a raging torrent, I cndeavoured to
escape from its vartex by turning my mule and
retracing 1wy steps ; bu# the strength of the
current and, the terror of the gnimal, when re-
quired to stem it, rendcred this manceuvre im-
practicable, and I was thcrefore oBliged to con-
tirue my amphibious Journey till I found an
outlet.

Having extricated myself from this master-
flood, I became involved with the lesser streams,
that, daghing around me, tumbling from_ crag
to crag, and crossing cach other in all directions,
presented a magnificent scene of ugroar and con-
fusion. I called to the\pmuleteer and Antonio,
who had lingered in the year, fo warn them
from the main chanfel, which rmght have been
dangerous to them, and would probably have
been fatal to the loaded mwules, but my shouts
were drowned in, the vcice of many waters.
Some of our luggage s carried, off, and had
the inundation continutd we must have lost the
whole ; but fortinately the sky relented, in
mercy to a counjry which ha.d so long withered -

E3
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wtider its burning cye, and was now visited by
. astill more taemendéus ffliction.

I entcred the mp at Amarante in a doleful
phg}'ft, and crecping into a corsier by thg kitcken-
fire fell fast asleep; in little more than an hour
the muleteer made his agppearsnce. After a tea-
sonable interval I yished to renew my journey,
but the outery was so greaty that I gave way
to public opinion, which assailed me in the shape
of soaked and mutinous domestics.

Speaking of natural exhibitions, a fall of locusts
is, beyand ali comparison, the most awful I have
ever seen, and I may perhaps be excused for di-
gressing from the immediate thread of my narra-
tive to give my readers some account of that
dreadful scourge, which is considered in eastern
and southern countries the most unfailing mani-
festation of the wrath of God. Travelling along
the western coast of Africa, I once beheld this
terrible infliction. The¢se creatures fell in thou-
sands and ten thousunds around us and upon us,
on the sands’ along which we were riding, and
on the sea that was beating at our feet: yet we
were removed from, their most oppressive in-
fluence ; for a few hundred yards to our right,
darkening the air, thd\great innumerable host
oame on slowly and steadily, advancing in a direct
lineand in & mighty moving columm. The fall'of
~locusts from this central colymn wus so-gréat,



on. ] FALL OF LOGUSTS. 38

that when a cow, directly under the line of flight,
attempting meﬁ‘ectuall; to graze im the field, ap-
proached her mouth to the’grass, these rose im-
mediately so dense a swarm that her head was
for the moment almost concealed fgom sight ; and
as*she moved aléng, bgwildered by this worse
than Egyptian plague, clouds of locusts rosc up
under her feet, wvisible even at a distance, as
clouds of Just when set immotion by the wind on
a stormy day. At the extremity of the field I
saw the husbandmen bending over their staffs,
and gazing with hopeless eyes upoft that host of
¢~ath which swept like a destroymg angel over
the land, and consigned to ruin all the prospects
of the year; for wherever that column winged its
flight, bencath its withering influence the golden
glories ¢f the harvest perished, and the leafy
honours of the forest disappeared. There stood
those ruined men, silent and mgqionless, over-
whelmed with the magdjtude of their calamity,
yet conscious of their utter mabilify to control it;
while, farther on, where some woodland lay in the
immediate line of the advancing column, heath
set on fire, and trees kmdlmg into a blaze, testi-
fied the general Lorror of a visitation which the
ill-fated inhabitants endsavoured tg avert by such
& frightful remedy. Tliey believed that the smoke
arising from the’burning forest, and ascending
into the an', woqld impede the direct wparch of the
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c¢olumn, throw it into confusion, drive the locusts
Jout to sca, and thud detiver the country from
their desolating pres¢nce.
. It ‘was an awful, and indced a painful scene,
and I shall neger forget it. Yet, perhaps, there
was not one of those whose blighted fortunee I
then commiserated who. would not have consi-
dered my assassination well ,pleasing to their
God, and few, perhapsrwho would have scrupled
to attack me, as a Christian dog. if I had been
unarmed and unattended by a trusiy band.

I was .now detained for the rest of the day at
Amarante, a town so called from the flower of
that name, after the poetical fashion of the land.
To beguile the time I visited an officer for whom
I had letters, and found him playing at cards in
a miserable apartment ; he offered to show me the
“lions,” and we ascended together a neighbouring
hill. In the valley below there had been some hard
fighting between the Daperialists under Count
Villa Flor, and the«Miguelites commanded by
Don Antonio Silveira, who were finally routed and
driven back to the western wilds of the Trazos
Montes. Traces of she conflict were still visible
on the surrounding buildings and in the broken
windows of an,adjoining‘\eonvent, where I visited
the monks, who showed me the interior of the
cdifice. Their gardens, striking only from some
fine light-coloured cedar trees, were neglected, and
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many parts of the building were in a miserably
dilapidated state; but b fhiars pleaded in excuse _
their diminished revenues, ‘and said they had in
consequence greatly reduced their numbors. From
the windows of a monk’s ccll we enjoyed a magni-
ficent view of the mountains, covered with wood,
sloping down to the Tamega, a noble stream. In
the evening we adjourned to the house of Dom
Tavera. le was a fine old noble, and had two
daughters, both agreeable, and one very pretty:
the youngestosang some of her native melodies
with taste and feeling. She observed, archly, that
Y could not speak French'; but I suspect she
only feigned ignorance fgr the purpose of hearing
,my Portuguese, which was a ludicrous mixture of
the two Peninsular languages. Shewas lively and
amuasing; and asked me many quostlons about
Knglhsh society.

On thg 28th I began the ascent_ of the Maron,’
accompamed by the Col\nel my friend of the pre-
vious day, and an escort, ¢ necessary precaution
against the last insfrgent Guerilla, still lingering
amongst the recesses of that savage pass. At
the end of the firsf stage, a soldier gave the
Colonel a list of the rebels, by which it appeared
that a priest comma.nc}cd the troop, with a sur-
geon for his licutenant, who officiated in a double
capacity, and di¢pensed his blows and his medi-
eines with equal success. 'When we had reached
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a eonsiderable height the Colonel’s horse became
suddenly averse to #ny further prolongation of
the journey, and after’some unequivocal symptoms
of didsatisfaction, turned rounds and trotted back
with his mastey.

I was now entering the Trazos Montes, a pro-
vince inhabited by a very peculiar pcople, restless,
intrepid, and apifiné, the only part of the native
population which has zetained its original cha-
racter, unaﬂ'ccted by the lapse of eentunes ; a
fine manly race, possessmg the savcge virtues in
perfection, thefirst to act, and the last to submit :
they are ‘the Catalads of Portugal. The spirit of
the age has respected their mountain barriers, no
modern refinements have enfeebled their native.
hardihood, and they still differ in manners, feeling,
and even in external appearance, from their coun-
trymen, and from the rest of the European conyr
‘munity. The great insurrection, then, recently
appeascd, had orig'ma.teg. partly in a real affec-
.tion for the antient system, and partly in a spirit
of exaggerated attachment totthe Silveira family :
so decp was their devotion to that ill-fated house,
that those priests who, were opposed to the revolt
could not restrain their excited parishioners, over
whose minds thexr shgh@st word had generally
the force of law. Yet the Marquis de Chaves,
the chief of the Silveiras, was ot a man of very
vigorous intellect; but his father had been emi~
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nently loved and re throughout the pro-
vince, and he succeeded fo the dtereditary in-
fluence. The people had Been undovbtedly im-
pelled by the most genuine enthusiasm, and they
fought under the banner of that chivalrous house
with a gallantry which claimed the praise, and
obtained the respect, of cvery candid opponent.
The prevailing spirit was still decidedly hostile
to the constitution, and they were writhing under
a sensc of recent defeat and actual humiliation ;
but these fcehngs had been greatly mitigated by
the wise and humane policy of the ®onquerors.
During the Catalan Revolution in 1822, the
laurcls of the Spanish Constitutionalists were
soiled in blood, not in the blood 1 of men fairly
slain on the ficld of battle, but massacred coldly
and del]jberatcly after the victory had been ob-
{ained ; massacred because they had fought for
that falling monarchy which frop their earlicst’
years they had been h\ught to revere, becanse
they had struggled to m=intain *privileges inhe-
rited from their ancestors, and abroga,ted with an
insolent disregard to the feclings of a whole po-
pulation; but more than al], because, as sons of
Catalonia, they would not tamely permit the ex-
tinction of her cherished name, which the Spanish
Cortes, those foes to every great and ancient re-
- eollection, would have blotted out of the map of
Spain, Butin Portugal the Constitutional leaders
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of 1827 remembered, even in the hour of triumph,:
that, their defeated oPpoﬂen,ts were fellow-couns.
trymen and brothers. |

;X Had now almost ascended the Maron: the
surrounding heights were bold and bleak, and
partially seen through the mists.that were rapidly
hurrymg over them. These mountains arc com-
posed of granite, and their summits wholly desti-
tute of trees: the vegetation, at all times scanty,
had been so completely burnt by a recent fire,
that the ground was black for many miles, a
circumstance which increased the natural gloom
of the scene, and ‘Invested the mountain with
an awful and almost funereal character. The
Txazos Montes is still the favorite land of the
Valentoines, a race of men that have much de-
clined in numbers. These Valentoines are bravos
inhabiting the wildest parts of the country, known
‘to each other by certain signs, and to the neigh-
bourhood by their fearfu} reputation: they style
themselves redrussers cf wrongs, and some indeed
are honourable, though misguided spirits, acting
in defiance of law, yet true to an erroncous system
of imagined right. Put the majority have dege-
nerated into common ruffians, whose pride is to
perform any feat however ba.zardous, and execute
any crime, | however “heinous, -with greater spirit
-and address than other ‘men. ‘In parts of the-
Trazos Mont:es they form almost a separate class,
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anfl defeat the ends of justice by terrifying witi-
nesses and intimidating or corrupsing the: local

authoritics.  Fidelity to thtir employers is Jpers

haps their only redeeming virtue. These bravos

were formetly dependant on certaingnobles, whose

mandates they fulfilled with a devotion bordering

upon heroism, and in return gnjoyed their counte-

nance and support.e The extent to which a noble

could protect them was long considered a fair cri-

terion of his personal influence; and the number

attached to the service of his house was & point

of honour jealously observed. This system pre-

vailed in the Trazos Montes ‘and in parts of the

Entre Minho; and although the altercd man-

ners of the age and the lmprgved character of
the provincial nobles have dissoived that sys-

tematic connexion, there still cxists a strong

fceling of protection on one hand, and attachment

on the other.

In these wild dlstruks the stately manners
which characterized the nelnlxty *of the feudal
world are still sombtimes retaincd among the
families of the great. I have said that a strong
feeling of vassalage cxists m their dependants;
a haughty sense of superior birth divides these
nobles from the rest of society 3y even in the
bosom of their own families, and where their
nearest affectiond are cngaged, a solemn and
somewhat unbepding spirit marks t.heir social
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habits; indeed, where thf old* ancestral forms are

. kept up in their ancient rigour, the children of

the houserinhabit separate apartments in the dis-
tant wings of the old ramblmg mansion, and, long
after the period of adolescence has elapsed, re-
ceive on bended knecs the blessings of tleir
parents: they are not permitted to take their
meals at the same board with- their parents, and
must not, in their presence, remain uncovered, or
even sit down without express permission. But
although the famihar habits of modern life have
not invaded those ancient ard patnarcha] halls,
still, where these forms, the legacy of a primitive
and wholly different age, are thus inflexibly main-
tained, it may be observed that the essence of
the old Portuguese honour is, generally speaking,
preserved cqually inviolate, and thegslightest
falsehood or deccit is held in gencrous disdain.
But however strict the forms occasionally main-
tained, in thesc antigwated establishments, be-
tween parent 5nd child, a graduated subordina-
tion of respeet appears to pervade the houschold ;
a similar homage is exacted by the children from
those beneath them, and a similar state observed.
In many great families, the young lady of the
housc, even whien she merely goes out to take the
air, is preceded by the Escudeiro, or shicld bearer
of the family; though he now no longer carries
the shield, hut only walks a few paces in advance
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of his charge, ‘with 4 solpmn and measured step,
bareheaded, and holding his hat humbly in his
hand. These shicld-bearerd, attachedeto noble
families, were forneerly, like our ancient esququ'es,
gentlemen “by birth, though for the most part
greatly reduced in circumgtances.

From the highest point of the Maron I looked
over successive ramges of hills, divided by rich
intervening valleys, which,in consequence of their
great clevatjon, retained a verdure truly refresh-
ing to eyes fatigued by gazing on parched and
withered scenery. I entered Villa Real jowards
¢ ening, and was hospitably received by the Go-
vernor. After a sumptuous breakfast at his palace
on the following morning, I togk leave, and ac-
companied the Juiz de Fora to his house, where
he showeg, me a blood-stained dagger, just taken
fiom a peasant; and said that four assassina-
tions had been committed during the last month
within the narrow limits Of his jurisdiction.

Murders are of frequent ecurrerfee throughout
the Trazos Montes, and particularly in the neigh-
bourhood of Lamego; but there, in a great mea-
sure, they result. from circumbtances unconnected
with the lawless habits of the native population.
Swarms of labourers repair from the,different pro-
vinces to the banks of the Douro, during the sum-
mer, induced by the immense demand for labour
which exists duging that season in the wine-dis.,
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t#iet; and amengst theg memy individuals pro-
seribed by the law firld safety, and, residing chiefly
in scattered huts; gre seldom inspected by the
Jocal managers. ‘

I continued my journey, accompanied by the
Juiz: we stopped at the house of a substartial
farmer, who offered us grapes, wine, and all kinds
of refreshment. The daughter cast many affec-
tionate glances on the young magistrate, and her
parents were evidently elated by the distinction
which his visit was supposed to confer on the
family. ‘T sev here, for the first time, the labo-
rious process thatifakes place before the juice of
the grape is converted into the rich beverage it -
afterwards becomes: the grapes are first trodden
- underfopt, and then pressed by a large beam
. txghtened by a screw, till the fruit is completely

¢rushed ; after which the wine is ured into
© great’ casks, ‘where it is left to fefment, and
two or three months su’:sequently the necessary
quantity of brandy 4§ ‘infused. Meanwhile the
lees of the grape are collécted and steeped in
water, and being again subjected to the pressure
of the beam; give out a light,'feeble wine, gene-
rally sold to the lower orders. The lees them-
selves are given to pigs, or applied as manure to
the fields.

The grapes were lying in “heaps, within an
enclosed space near the farmer's house, and seve-
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ral Gallicians were oare f*lly treading them down :
from six in the morning'till twelve at night, these
poor men continue immersed, up to the knees in
the cold juice, and receive a very low remurera~
tion when their comfortless task is gecomplished ;
yetdhey submit without a murmur to their cheer-
less lot, are grateful for any mark of kindness,
and beguile the fedious hours by singing in
concert a ‘ow, plaintive,.and aﬂ'ecting hymn.
Gallicians are always emplo;ed in this stage of
the process, *foc the lively Portuguese cannot en-
dure such painful and continued exc:tion ; indeed
they consider the patience *of their humbler
neighbours allied to stupidity,—regard them with
contempt, and confidently assert that God Al-
mighty first made men and then Uaiticians. Dr.
Buckland would have told them that if they
could substartiate this assertion, every analogical
inference would tend to prove that the Gallicians,
contemned of man indged, are mot the most
despised of God. N, »

Here the Juiz tooR leave, but desired a guard
to escort me, as, he said, the peasants were cxas-
perated against the Englisl. The prosperity of
the peasantry of these districts is so much con-
nected with that of the Wine Company of Oporto
that I was not surprised at the existence of a
very hostile feelin}; towards the charter, and con-
sequently towards the country which had sent
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tpacps -to support it. } mixed, - however, very
generally with the pzasants, but never perceived
the slighfest dispogition to molest me. As I

‘approached Regoa 1 deviated, from the highway
‘and rode & crgss a Narrow mule-track. - The scene

was lively ; the sun was setting over fields purple
with the vine; and groups of vintagers, gaily
dressed, were gathering the grapes, and singing
the vintage song. .

On the following morning I visited the great
warchouse of the Company, then flldd with casks
of brandy, and was told that seven pipes of wine
are often distilled' to produce a single pipe of
that spirit. At two o’clock I dined with the Ca-
pitan Mor.. Besides-his family circle, consisting

_of a wife, a Zufter, a pretty daughter, about seven-
"teen years of age, and several younger children,
Seshor Macarao, an intelligent young man, was
present, accompanied by a gentlemsh who had
“published some humorqhs poetry, and was very
religious, very entcrlhining, very flighty, and
very peculiar. ' During dintter ¥ had twice par-
taken of a dish of rice, and afterwards found,
'with some surprise,.that “an iact so trivial, and
so wholly unpremeditated, had given me -a sin-
gular degree of popularity a.mong this amiable
and simple pa\'ty it was considered a mark of
deference to Portuguese tastel, and an adoption
of Portuguese habits, and this_notion was pe-
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euliarly gratifying fo their national feehng,uyﬂ

sure to conciliate their difechom . v

In the cvening I adjourged to the house of
Senbhor Ferreira, 2 gentlethan of large forame
who receivad me with the utmost hospitality. He
hag, in gany respects, adopted English customs;
much of his furniture was English, and the china
in his house was of British manufacture, and most
costly. I slept there; and on the following day
rode to Lamego, accompanied by Senbor Anto-
nino, his son,,a quick and lively boy, and Mr.
Carey, his tutor, a gentleman of the<Catholic per-
suasion. We crossed the Doaro, and leaving the
Trazos Montes, entered Beira, where we found
the road good but hilly, and the mountains on
cach side covered with vines inYHe nighest state ;
of cultivation. We stopped at the house of a
young noble, who informed us of King Ferdi-
nand’s departure for Catalonia. Hehad a clever,
and the world said, a ﬁretty sister, but, as she
would not indulge my Cusiosity sby appearing,
we rode on with liiide delayy -through a heavy
shower, to Lamego, and alighted at the house of
Senhor Joaquim de Castro da Fonseca ¢ Sousa,
a noble of antient family, and father of Senhor
Macarao, the young man whom I dmed with on
the preceding day.

We were shown into a well-furnished apart-
ment, where J found, with equal joy and surprise,
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a comfortable ﬁre-plme, and that greatest of
earthly blessings ina fireless land, a fire. From
an open wyindow I lqoked out upon a little garden,
divided into numberiess parterres and gaily de-
corated with flowers. I saw a fine Mimosa grow-
ing in the open air, some specimens of the large-
leaved Catalpa, and of the dark-coloured Medron-
héiro, from the fruxt of which a weak kind of
brandy is extracted.

Senhor Joaquim was absent when we first ar-
rived, but soon afterwards apperred. He had
passed the meridian of life, but evident traces of
manly beauty were still discernible. He was a
man who at once enlisted every prepossession in
his favour, and whose countenance might be con-
sidered an iuacx to his character, for it was im-
possible to observe the cxpression of his mild
intelligent eye without being convinced that it
could only emanate from a candid and honourable
mind ; nor could I heat him speak without feel-
ing at onco that he k .d lived in the best socicty.

We were joined by the fa.nily priest at dinner,
about four o’clock ; for in consequence of the con-
nexion which has so long existed between the
British und the Portuguese inhabitants of the
wine-district, the dinner is offen here scrved up
at a later hour than in other parts of the king-
dom. On re-entering the drawing-room I saw a
blazing fire; a handsome Newfoundland dog,
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and a pug, somnalent upon the hearth. This
complication of delights traasported me to Eng-
land, and I would hardly have exchagged pug,
fire, and my arm ghair, for fhe ruins of Palm§ra.

We retized early to rest. My goom was spa-
cioys, and had a fireplace, which, generally speak-
ing, is in Portugal a proof of great antiquity,
as fireplaces, since disused, were common among
the Portn,esc in the ¢arly days of the mo-
narchy. I did not sleep 1mmedmtcly, but lay
for a long Yime surveying my apartment by the
light of the lamp. Every ohject speke of antient
d »scent, aned revived that traln of association so
dear to an Englishman, and so carly impressed
on his mind. The walls were jung round with
portraits of the vld chicfs of the fidtse : the bed,
formerly reserved for state occasions, was lofty,
hung with crimson silk, and constructed affer the
solid fashion of other tuncs even the fire-place
bore the impress of a convivial age, and might
have accommodated a largeircle arpund its a\ 1ple
hearth. *

After brenkfast, on the following day, we
walked round Senhor’Joaquim's grounds, and
then explored the town of Lamego, which is very
antient, full of plcturesque beauties and old re-
mains of art. Fragments of ca.pltals are half
buried in walls confparatively modern ; and arches
now Jlead into the dwellings of the Roor, which

F
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amce formed a noble entrance {0 houses belonging
to Christiang or Mbors of distinction; for the
Christiang, at one Reriod, imitated the Oriental
architecture so closely, that it js often difficult to
discriminate hetween their respective buildings.
The balconies and wooden frame-work aronnd
the windows arc beautifully carved in Moorish
taste, the balustrades twisted, and the lattices
richly ornamented 'The houses are high and
overhanging, and the streets narrow; but this
very want of breadth heightens the picturesque
effect. '

Hie Excellency‘led me to an antient church,
where the Portuguese Estates, the memorable
Cortes of Lamego, are said to have met for the
first time. INéar the door 18 an iron cross, cut in
the form generally used by the Templars, and
this ltas induced a belief that the building was
once attached to that order. The extcrior has
been whitowashed, and the cffect in consequence
greatly injured. ‘The interior derives interest
solely from its antiquity, aid its great hustorical
recallections, but is so confined, that the number
of persons assemblel in cortes must have been
extremely limited.

Senhor Joaquim then led us to the site of an
old church, under the belief that it still existed,
but the proprietor, to his etetnal disgrace be it
said, had recently erased every vestige of the old
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fabrie : it was, howevey grateful to see the pa-
triotic sorrow which this Yencrable noble dis~
played when he discovered ﬂlat onc of the most
curious and most antient monuments of the ﬁmg_
dom had Leen destroyed. °

‘The old walls of the fown are partially pre-
gerved : there is a fine Sar.wcenic tower, and a
magnificen{ reserveir of water.

Senhor .Antonino and My. Carey were becoming
anxious to‘rctum to Regoa, as we were engaged
to dine with 8cnhor Ferreira; and Senhor Joa-
quim c;ﬂ'cring to accompany us, we’ now retraced
cir steps  As we passed tfirough the town I
was much impressed by the respect and affec-
tion with which all classes q’emed to regard
this popular noble, for he was groeted univer-
sally, and individuals seemed gratified whenever
he addressed them. and this was evidenfly not
that homage which the, poor *hegrt would fain *
deny but dare not,” but the genuine expression of
gincere attachment. The prople gte often fond of
their resident Midalgos, and especially of those
whose names have becn handed down from father
to son for many g('neratmns The jealousy with
which they are sometimes, view 1 preva.lls chiefly
among the middling classes.

Senhor Joaquim took leave of us at Regos,
and we repaired fo the house of Senhor Ferreirs,
where we dined, My entertgining fnend the Poat

r2
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was one of the patty, apd expatiated freely'on
gencral subjects, butf retreated with a ludicrous
degrec of circumspertion from any topies which
bore, however d:stantly, on prblic affairs. His
conversation vas peculiar, and characttristic of a
state of society in which a general earnestness
and community of fecling prevails on religious
subjects, and where, in consequence, religion not
unfrequently gives a st-ong colouring to the con-
versation of the hour. His wit was mingled with
a devotion bordering upon melancholy ; gay and
sparkling in' conversation, even to excess, his
most brilliant sallics were generally concluded by
some quaint and saddening allusion to the insta-
bility of human Jife. I will rclate one out of
many instances of this peculiar habit of mind.
A guest observed to him, « This English Fidalgo
will soon return to Lisbon, and may perhaps have
" an opportunity of expressing your wishes on a
certain subject {o the Govemment " He laughed,
and made some rather _]ocular reply; then, sud-
-denly checking himself, said, with the sirongest
emphasis, and the most'fervent cxpression of
scountcnapce, Abh, if he could put in a word foi
‘me with the Government of Heaven!” This
observation, which, in many polished circles of
the world, would have given birth to the fasti-
dious sneer, did not produce a'smile, or even an
expression of surprise, in any individual of the

party.
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- The dinner-was-cxcgllent; the goblets. were
Boheniian, large, deep, tippc with gold, and well
calculated for the coplous draughts of the old
baronial feasts. That day was consccrated to the
Guardian Angels, and we drank gome rehgmu,s
toasts that had reference to their all-powerful
protection. Afterwards the healths of individuals
went round, and the Esperanza. de Casa, which
I proposcd in honour of,young Antonino, was
the last drunk and the most applauded. During
dinner the cenversalion was ﬁowmg and sus-
tained, gliding easily from subject b subject, but

a'ways retaining a character peculiar to the time
and country. The persons assembled around the
hospitable board of our H)glﬂapd host furnished
ample watter for curious obscrvation. Inhabi-
tants of the Trazos Montes, and intimately con-
nceted by the strong ties of kindred and cohstant
intercourse with the wild people apd wild chicf- ¢
tains of that half-civilized but most interesting
country, yet brought intodircct tommunication
with the commerce of England and Oporto, they
svere singularly placcd between the old world and
the new; between the merchants of that flourish-

ing city, imbued with all .the notiohs of the
present day, and the clans, of the Trazos Montes,
adhering with rigid -fidelity. to the habits apd
opiniens, of the pst. Theso circumstances naty-
.agly,mﬂuenceq' the convergatlon and ﬂms,gl}e

-
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savage and . lomg-deseendfd fends of .their moun-
tain nejghboyys, their hereditary atlachments: to:
particular, familics, and the remarkable and often,
romintic events to which theip social state had
given rise in Jormer times, and in the civil con-
flict just suppressed, came blended in their con-
versation, strangely enough, with the general
politics of Europe, and the general interests of
the day. The state of society 1 describe is es-
sentially a transition state, and will probably be
unknown to the hext generation, when the exist-
ing manners *of the Trazos Montes shall have
passed away ; but under the aspect society then
and there assumed, I thought it peculiarly fa-
vourable to the gevelopment of the best prin-
ciples of our fidture. The progress of civilization
had subdued, in my amiable friends, all that
was harsh and barbarous in that almost foudal
state of society which still prevails in the Trazos
Montes, but had not acquired sufficient strength
to ‘break down that éxalted spirit which makes

religion an avowed and influbncing consideration
in the most common transactxons of life, .or to
impair matermlly the chivalrous attachments of
o former age These high-wrought feelings were
shown, not oply in the occasional elevation of
their sentiments, and in the energy and utter
absence of reserve which marked the delivery of
their opinions, but algo in that somewhat poetical
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form of expressions whighi often characterizes the
habitual language of a péople daring the ro-
mantic and feudal period of their history. That
unrestrained expression of feeling upon parti(‘:ulag
points, which in a more advanced sfage of society
would be too often regarded as the enthusiasm
of the boy, or the insincere profession of the
designing man of.the world, was neither smiled
at nor suspected, becausg the sentiment found
more or less an echo in every bosom, and was in
accordanee with the prevailing sympathles of the
public mind. .

After a pleasant visit at’ Senhor Ferren'as,
during which he had paid me every attention
that the most delicate Llndnqss could suggest,
and Mr. Carey and Antonino "had shown me
every scene that possessed interest in the neigh-
bourhood, 1 quitted their family with regrét.

The morning was dglightful, there was not a*®
cloud on the sky, and the water was of a deep
green colour, as I entercd the boat which was to
waft me down the strcam to Oporto. I had
desired my scrvant to engage a boat, with the
Tecessary complement of ' men, but when 1

reached the shore, I found, to my surprise and
‘with some embarrassment, that Senhor Ferreira
had provided me his boat and his own boatmen,
‘having arranged that they should convey meto

:Oporig, a two, days’ expedjtion from bis country
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honse. - I rémonstrated (with him in ¥ainj ‘he
junisted on me contpliance, with all the warmth of
Highland- hospitality; and when 1 arrived .at
@poi'to the men absolutely refused to receive auy
rdmuncration at my hands, stating that they had
received the most positive instructions to that
effect. _

The banks were hilly, and the windings of the
river exhibited a suc-ession of pleasing land-
scapes : terrace rose above terrace, and the vines
beginning to assume the bright dutumnal tint,
formed a livély contrast to the grey olive and
dark cork that stood in the background; but
after we had left the Company’s district the soil
was either less ferfile or less improved, and woods
of fir and chestnut were substituted for the vine.
Towards the middle of the day we went down one
of the' rapids, and entered a fine pass, where the
“ river, deep ard dark, creeps slowly through its
narrow channel, hemmed in on both sides by
Black and inadressiblé’ Tocks of granitc, iron, and
'basa.lt.

:"The entrance into this striking ravine was
- formerly guarded by a Moorish fort, which still
frowns over the water. There is a superstition
connected with this castle, common to many of
the:old Moorish towers; that of the Moira En+
tuntada, or cnchanted Mooress, a superstitioi
well-dknown and widely credited jn parts of Por-
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tugal.- ‘The peasantry Yelieve that; although the
Moorish race is extinct, thd8 Moorish power hae
not altogether ceased ; for that here, andin almost
every tower where, the Saracens once ruled mth
feundal sway, an enchanted Mooress still heunts
the spot, and hovers round the undiscovered
treasures of the castle. Last relic and represen-
tative of a departed pcople, and, since the dreary
day of their expulsion, sole guardian of their
buried wealth, she stands a link between the
living and thc’dead ;, and, superior ‘to mortal des-
tiny, defies alike the lapse of ages and the stroke
of decath. Though bound by some mysterious
tic to a heathen apd once hostile race, there is
no fierceness in her mood of nmd there is no
terror in her look; for “hen, “at the carliest
dawn of day, the light dew spangles the moun-
tain and the rock, and again when the setting
sun sheds its last melancholy glories on the
Moors’ untcnanted abode, she is seen clad in
the flowing garments of her race, ieaning against
some broken arch,. some ruined monument of
national glory, as one who mourns but secks
not to avenge. She shuns the gln.re of day,
but does not fly from those who court her:

sometimes she. weaves her spells around a fa-
voured :individual and shields him from mis:
chance, and yiclds him_a portion of her buried
gold.. Jt.is ng sin fo-seck a Moira ; and.in.

F3
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mnforhcrmagmed kindness and proteetmg
okre, and as<if in sdrrow for their fathers’ cruel
‘injuries against her Moorish ancestors, the ‘pea-
.umfry atone for past misdeedr by present love.
The wild beguty of the ruin was perhaps en-
hanced by this sad but pleasing legend. And
now emerging from the defile, the river again
expanded; and we passed through a succession
of gentler scenes, their-natural beauty heightened
by the tints of the setting sun, and, still later, by
the soft full lighi of the moon. v

We arrived late in the evening at a collection
of miserable huts,“situated at the confluence of
two rivers, and called Entr¢ Rios, where, dis-
embarking, we mivde our way with some difficulty
to the inn, which was alrcady full; but on our
#rrival a new division' of the territory was voted
expedient. In tHe meantime we entered a central
room, into whjch all the other apartments opened.
In the first a mendicant friar reposed, rich in the
acquisition of°a pampered goose, but his saintly
slumbers were at once declared inviolable : in the
next a pedlar snored, but, most unscrupulously
disturbed by our lafidlord, and alarmed for the
eafety of a barrel of ink deposjted in the central
reom, he made a sudden inroad upon us, and
carried off his sable goods with an air of de-
fiance. From the third paced forth a creature,
whose long shaggy hair fell .ovar his fuce, and
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effectually concealed hig features :. a, bulky nens
descript, surely not a maf, though much ap-
proaching to the mortal shape. After these
monsters had been successively exhibited, I°paid
a visit to. the kitchen-fire, wherg I found the
women scarcely more human than the men;
upon which I retired to rest dismayed, and
became the property of inosquitos, fleas, and
that little black vermin ‘inter politas non nomi-
nandum.’

We left Batre Rios the following day ; but
here, ‘as Mrs. Radcliffe would s#, my manu-
script fails—it is not, however, blotted with tears,
but only illegible, so the remainder of this expe-
dition must be a blank, an my readers shall
have a half holiday.

The approach to Oporto was striking; we
arrived at night, and the lights seen first in the
distance increased in lmlhancy as we drew ncar, -
and were reflected in long lines across the water.
As we passed the Customs 1 saw an instance
of that sarcastic hiimour so characteristic of the
lower classes of the district. The officer asked the
boatmen whether the): carried any goods. “« No,”
they replied, ““but a Fidalgo,”—the mah bowed,—
“and a clever one,” they continued, «for he
speaks English.” The man made a more pro-
found obeisance.” « So much the mare respect is

ue,” he repligd; and supposing me a Portu-
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guese, departed much impressed with the unusual
cxtent of my attaimments. So terminated my
excursion into the Trazos Montes.

Thiroughout this tour I experienced the most
unbounded hospitality from the nafives, who
overwhelmed me with kind invitations, and were
only anxious to prolong my stay at their houses,
and enliven it by all the means in their power.
The local authorities not only facilitated my pro-
gress through the (ountry in various modes, but
often cntertainel me sumptuously. and gene-
rally, on mye departure, accompanicd mé some
miles on my journey. 1 eaperienced the same
kindness and attention from individuals and
from official mengn every part of the kingdom,
till the great fevulsion of fecling against the
English, which took place during the revolution
that elevated Dom Miguel to the throne.
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CHAPTER 1IV.

L4 .

Author leaves Oporto a second” time—Portuguese-. Authorities
alarmed—Exquisite Beauty of the Entre Minho—Joyous Man-
zers of the People—Rramatic Dances—Author loses his way
in the Forest—Terrible Superstition of the Bruchas—A Valen-
toine—Caminha—Author enters’ Spain—Autiquated Landlady
of Caldas—Old-fashioned Iun at Santiago—Shrine of St. Jage
de CompostMlay-Firld of Corunna—Intfuence of the Monks—
Passignate Patriotism of the Gnllicinnl—l-‘e‘;brol.

Havixe long intended to visit’ Gallicia, {o re-enter
Portugal by its north-western frontier, and re-
turn to Opo'ﬂ'%)‘ihrough the hd¢art of the Trazos
Montes, I again' quitted that city after a short
delay, and rode throwgh a prétty country to Villa
de Conde, on the 14th of November. From the
bridge, at the entrance of the town. I saw a mag-
nificent convent inhabited by nuns of thc Bene-
dictine order; and soon afterwards arriving at
the inn, I placed myself under the guidance of
a rapacious young rascal, and hastened to_pay
my tribute of respect to thé' great Atlantic: for,
however fatigued, I ncver could resist the spell
which drew me to the sea. The harbour

small, but not without symptoms of activity :
two brigs were under repair, and scveral women
were carrying panniers of salt, coarse, and appa-
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rently fresh from the opegation which had brought
it into its actwal stath.

In the-evening I strayed into an old fort,
where I found my servant Amtonio conversing
with %the guaxd, making various inquirics about
the stores, and expatiating with more ecnergy
than discretion on the utter impossibility of
defending it agamst any hostéle attack. I broke
up the conference, and rode back to the innm,
but in the course of an hour received a sum-
mons from the éovemor; and 1 tken discovered
that some quéstions I had asked respecting the
elevation of the tides, had been converted into a
request for an exact description of the harbour,
while the imagirfative theorics of poor Antonio
were supposed to portend an approaching assault.
His Eacellency asked me what punishment the
Head of the British administration would inflict
on any unhappy Portuguese who presumed to
invade an English fort, impelled by such an
audacious spiri} of mvestlgatwn 1 explamed the
nature of my inquiries, endéavoured to convince
him that I contemplated no outrage against the
fort or the governmient, and assured him that
Lord Goderich, the Premier of that day, would
not regard with a very unrelenting eye a similar
delinquency on the part of his countrymen.
Then was the worthy man appeased; compli-

ments passed betwoen us, acpording ,to the
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fushion ff the .country$ and I -was suffered: to
depart in peace.

A soldier accompanicd me to the inny and told
me that the inhakitants were almost u.mversallx
opposed to the charter ; adding, ¢hat they stil
maintained communications with the exiled ad-
herents of the Silveiras, and that in consequence
of their vicinity to the Spanish frontier, the garri-
son lived 1n constant dread of a descent upon the
coast. On reaching the inn I oﬂ'ered him a piece
of money, “wifich he rejected with unequivocal
symptoms of alarm, for to his apprthensive ima-
rination the rebel evidently 8tood confessed be-
fore him ; but when he discovered that the
surrender of his loyalty was ndt implied by his
acceptance of the coin, he received it with over-
flowing gratitude. :

On the foilowing day I rode on to Fontc
Boa, and breakfastedy with the JRector. His '
house was convenient, the rooms were comfort-
ably furnished, the walls tastefully decorated
with sketches and ¢ engravings, and his windows
looked out upon a little garden, kept in the
highest order, while "the surroundmg country
exhibited a beaygiful mixture of rich cultivation
and picturesque woodland. After, breakfast we
wandered among fields where Indian -corn had
peen lately cut. The church was of a dazzling
whiteness, the ogttages were neat and comfortable,



112 THE ENTRE MINHOQ. [bﬂ'a Ve
¢

the: cottagers seemed hapipy and attached to their
pastor, and the whole scene excited unmmgled
sensa.twnc. of pleasure.

" I'¥ode on to Barcelos, deligktfully situated on
that noble strcam the Cavado, and continued my-
journey over a wild tragt of heath, which was utill
partially in bloom, apd gave a fine blue tinge to
the prospect. Groups of oak ar.d chestnut adorned
the neighbouring hills, and presented all the
beautiful combinations of park scenery; while the
villages through which we passed were thickly
peopled, had éyery appearance of comfort, and were
generally embosomeéd in a grove of trees. Beneath
their shade this happy population is accustomed
to collect at eve, ‘and spend the last hours of the
day in dancing, and in singing old traditional bal-
lads to the sound of their favourite gmitar; for
tales of love and chivalry, forgotten in other parts

" of the kingdom, are stil! cherished in this loyal
land. All in the Minho seems redolent of joy:
the country plassing, the climate fine, and a per-
petual sunshine on the face of man shows that
oppression has no entrancg here. Their religion,
cheerful as it is sincere, is quite divested of the
fanatic spmt that obscures it in.the southern pro-
vinees, and iz the neighbouring Trazos Montes.
Devotional expeditions to- their chapels, placed,.
likeandmarks, on the highest hills, are generally:
conibined with feaste and merry-makings; many:
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vows, besides those eddnssed to their saints, age:
there. offered up; and wany 1) maiden looks for-

ward to thc day when she will accompany her

family to some favqurite shrine, with a thl:obb'ing_
heart, and thoughts with full as mueh of earth in

them as heaven.

Towards the close of day, gven in the autumn
months, the ladiesesit in their ornamental bal-
conies, listening to the ngver-ceasing sound of
song issuing from the strects below, or gazing.
upon those drdmatic dances, in which the imagi-
native character of this interesting®people is so-
T :culiarly developed. In thfs kind of dance a
story, with its regular sequence of events, is re-
presented in dumb show. For fnstance, a swain
approaches the maid of his choice ; he first hints
the seerct of his heart, but gradually grows bolder
as she appears to turn no inattentive ear ‘to his
pleading; he urges her goo stronglyg he offends ;
she waves him from her ; he retreats—despairs—
grows haughty——lovo, however, pre;’a.lls over pride
~he implores forgwcuess-—he is forgiven, and.
‘pride, anger, and distyust nge way before the
returning beams of true afféction, as m:cles be-.
neath the morning sun. . "4, )

. During this delineation of verying passionsand
events not a word,is.spoken; but egery change of
Mm,- every fuctustion of foefng, is repras;
. seanted by the lopks and:gesgures of the dancers.;.
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and, when I rememberd that the actors in the
scene were bat the ;&easants of the soil, 1 scarcely
knew which to marvel at the most, the refined
‘nat'ure of the sentiments descxibed, or the extra-
ardinary power possessed, by persons ia their rank
of life, of giving correct expression to those feel-
ings. As certain features of the face are said to
accompany certain quahtles..of the mind, so, in
this favoured land, there is a grace of manner
almost invariably associated with a grace of mind,
not the result of art or education, bl;t sometimes
as apparent ‘in the lowest hind as in the highest
noble of the land. ©

Unquestionably a stranger may sometimes ex-
perience incivility in the Minho, nor can he travel
at all hours, and under all circumstances, with
that sense of perfect security which he justly en-
tertaihs in the greater part of the Biscayan pro-
vinces; but gny rudenegs or danger to which he
may be casually exposed, arises less from the com-
mon peasantry, who are generally kind and well-
disposed, than from that fearful race, the Valen-
toines, who, in the neighbouring Trazos Montes,
grew into a numerous and almost banded body .of
men, in consequence of the fepdal state of man-
mers which prevailed in that district. Passing
the  limits of the Trazés Montes, sometimes
singly, sometimes in considerable numbers, whon

deprived of a powerful protecter or pugsued.by
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the vengeance of a, rivgl ha se, they infected
the worst part of the population of the Minho
with their marauding tastes; and as the dense
woods and deep rayines of that beautiful country
furnish haunts too well adapted to the habits of
an qutlaw. the Valentoines, though neither very
numerous nor much to be dreaded there, at least
during the hours ofdight, are yet not wholly un-
known in those Elysian ficlds.

The Mmho is immenscly peopled in proportion
to its extent ; 1uch wealth is distributed over its
surface,” and it yields a large revtnue to the
rovernment.  Many of the nobles reside on their
estates, which are geperally small, and often held

[ ]
as prazos, and therefore are not divided upon the
death of the cxisting proprictor, but descend
entire to his heir-at-law.

There was a great fair in the neighbourhdod of
Ponte de Lima, and the road was enmlivened by
successive groups of peasants, returning to their
homes, gaily attired, and in overfléwing spirits,
At length, to my rcérot. the sun went down, and
the shadows of evening closed over a prospect
every moment increasing in beauty; but though
we could no longer distinguish accurately the
details of the country through which we were
passing, it was evidently mountainous and most
pictaresque. .

Soon gfterwards we lost oyr way, and entered
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9 poss, which was io ngrrow, that two horscmen,
opuld not ride abrc&st : the rocks rose so high on
each side, and the branches gverhicad formed so
.defise a canopy, that the mduth of this pass
resembled the entrance of a subterrarean cavern;
and as I proceeded the darkness was not partial,
but absolute. The beautiful fictions of the poets
recurred to my mind, and I almost fancied myself
* descending into the infernal regions. Our pro-
gress was unsafe, as the ground was covered with
huge stones, and pouls of water cverywhere
abounded. “When we at length emerged from
this gloomy defiles and found oursclves again in
the midst of the deep forest, all indications of a
track had vanish>d, and I was preparing to take
my night’s reposc on the heath, when Antonio
was attracted by a distant light. e reluctantly
accompanicd me {o the spot whence it appeared
to proceed, for 1 shovld here observe that a
light seen at & late hour in the dark wood, ox on
the lonely moor, is regarded with superstitious
fear Ly the inhabitants of these wild districts, as
it is supposed to be kindled by weird women,
known familiarly by the name of Bruchas, hags
who mairtain a direct intercqyse with the great
Author of sand hold conference with him at,
midnight o ¢ droary gmot.
As their dwellings ard’ oftén distant from the
scene of these impious assemblies, they aequire
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the power of transportig ’ Ives to the
accyrsed place of moeting by the most dreadful
‘ﬁenns, anointing themselves with a proparation
Mgly impregnated with the blood of chlldren.
and pronouncing the following potent spell—
« Por cima de ralludo por bairo de telhudo—Over
the eaves and under the roofy let us go to our
fate.” It is belicved that any mistake in the
exact formula of words is a source of the greafest
danger. A Jnan who, in ignomnc‘e of her fearful
nature, had mirried a Brucha. is said to have
scen her leave the bilal bed at midnight, and,
supposing him to be asleep, perform her mystic
rites, and then, pronquncing the fated words, fly
up the chimney. Prompted by some strange im-
pulse, he endeavoured to follow her example,
but {ransposing the magic words, was dashed
against the roofs of houses, and found oh the
following morning mutilaicd and in & dying state.

When the sisterhood arc assembled, the devil
appears in the shape of an cnormous goat, and
receives the most degrading acts of homage;
after which these women, whose personal ap-
pearance is described as very revolting, become
transformed into .beautiful girls, of whom the
Prince of Darkness sclects the fairest. A scene
of frantic revelry ensues; and then the real busiy
noss of the night begins, the arch-fiend enjoining
thein to tempt cartain individuals, and instriet.
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ing them in the n@&eﬂmst oahnht%d ‘to déstroy
their victims, body ¥nd soul: ~ The; ‘meéﬂn'g dis-
perses kefore the break of da.y, M woe to ‘the

; traveller who chances to meet the drendfal
Bruchas retarning to their dwelliigs: for by
kindling false lights,they allure him from his
path into imminent peril, then leave him in
total darkness, and appal him by their loud amd
fiendish laugh.

In spite of Antonio's apprehensjons we kept
the light steadily in view, and at“length reached
a solitary cottage. We called beneath the case-
ment, upon which fwo men appeared, one of whom
engaged to show us the way to Ponte di Lima ;
but his manne was by no means satisfactory ;
‘he required payment before he performed his
task: there was much consultation between him
and ‘his companion, and hurried whispers were
exchanged.. Unarmedy and thinking our situa-
tion insecure, 1 desired him to re-enter his cottage,
or lcad the way immediately. He then went on;
but his conduct on the road only confirmed my
suspicions: for at one time he wished to leave
us, and requested: e to remain stationary till he
veturned : a modest proposifion on so eold a
might. By his peculiar manner, and by his con-
wersation, which was a tissue of persomtl boutq.
i recognised the Valentoime.

- Mt length wo rpached. the jnn, where! he in-
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dulged the landlady mﬁ;‘iﬁs@overwhe]ming
gasconsdes, and made a parade of his ser-
vices mprglmg to. his own modest{ statement,
be had led 'us thrpugh pathis undistinguishable ,
by any dther eye; he had preserved us from the
marguders; he had saved us from the unearthly
terrors of the wood—terrors which, acting upon
the forcign and feeble mind, must have termi-
nated, if not in sudden and gppalling dissolution,
at least in howling madness. In short, we were
indebted to hint for security of purse and person,
and for“any gleams of intellect we wére still per-
mitted to retain. .

I supped with an qfficer who had just marched
into the town to suppress an inburrection which
had broken out in favour of Dom Miguel; for
the public mind was at that time excited by the
recent mtelllgence of his nomination to the Re-
gency. The inhabitantstof this town, and of all
the surrounding district, were notoriously hostile
to the Constitution. 2

The environs of Ponte di Lima are truly de-
Lightful. The horizon is bounded by a fine
zange of mountains, and the’ mtervenmg plains
are richly waoded, while vines, trained Gver trel-
Ma-wark, hanging down in festoons, gnd covering
8 great extent of country, looked like an endless
succession of luxuriant arbours. I rodé into
Viazma hy the peautiful Rip Cavado, through
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mendows possqsip'& alltthe yerdure of England,
and througk a country supposed by the Portu-
guese ta have been the Elysium of the spcients ;
_tna indeed it well déserves itg, high reputation. -

. Leaving Véanna, I took the road o Caminha.
The sun had set behind a bank of clouds, and a
drizzling rain had commenced. _As the night
closed in, the character of *he scenery changed:
we rode across a wild tract of heath, over which
huge crags were scattered in all dn'cctmns, and
passed bencath the high towers and massive
walls ofa lat%ye fort, which, standing insulated in so
wild acountry and®seen by so dim a light, looked
like the gigantic residence of some enchanter
of the olden timu. The sea was raging furiously
Mmong therocks; beneath, the foam of the break-
ers was visible through the gloom, and their loud
roar ¥as rendered still more awful by the absence
of every other soynd. -We soon afterwards en-
tered a royal forest, and procured a guide, who
showed us thy way to Caminha.

".. Tho inp was completely full; our horses were
exhausted, and it was nearly midnight. I was
therefore compelled to send my servant with- a
letter to“the Juiz de Fora, It was ludicrous to
perpeive the altered minner of my host, when he
discovered that I was likely to become the guest
'of sy¢h-an influential person : ‘his regret at being
unalile to accommegdate my estjmable gelf knew
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no bounds; his solicitdde Lr my comfort was
paternal— he would reccive no remdneration for
his trouble—his roof had been sufficitntly ho-
nourcd by my prescnce. He added, however, in
a whisper, that a fow words spokef in his praise
to the Juiz de Fora, who, jt scems, had only just
arrived at Caminha, would jreflect the highest
eredit on my naturalbenevolence. I promised to
declare himn a paragon of inmkeepers, and rode to
the house gf the Juiz de Fora, 3 young man of
mild and prepdssessing manners.

T was so fatigued that I retired to Test as soon
» T could effect a retreat with any propriety;
but about two o’clock I was awakened, and found
a sumptuous repast laid on the fable closc to my
bed. Its sudden appearance reminded me &f
those incidents so common in fairy tales, where a
tuble, covered with every delicacy, unexpectedly
prescnts itsclf to the w¥ary traveller. Shaking
off the drowsy fiend, I did justice to the supper;
for I was in reality half famished. . "When I had
concluded my repast, the table vanished, the
lights were extinguished with the rapidity of
magic, and I sunk again into a profound sleep.
I spent the following day with my kind host and
a numerous party of his friends, and afterwards
continuing my journcy, rode to Valenca, one of
tho most strongly fortified towns in Portugal. ¥
was immadiately Jed by a soldier to the Governor,

G
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who received me ly, and requested ine
to take up nliy abode at his house. In the even-
ing his stster had = large assembly.

« -On the following day I crossed the Minho, and
entcred Spaif, with an agent of the British Con-
sul, who accompanieq me for the purpose of
smoothing the difficulties which an Englishman
then experienced in passing into Gallicia. The
civil war had raged se lately and so fiercely along
this boundary ; the Portuguese insurgents had
been so warmly supported by the Spanish autho-
rities, gnd s0 many acts of mutual hostility had
recently taken plade, that the irritation between
the frontier provinces wag extreme. On my
wrival at Tuy, my passport was narrowly exa-
fiined, and my lotters of introduction brokem
open, and attentively read by the police. Being,
however, declared innocuous to the great mo-
narchy, they received the signature of the office,
and were restored to my possession. After infi-
nite discussidy I continued my journey to Vigo:
the night closed in; the rain came down in tor-
rents, and we stumbled on in miserable plight to

the inn of San Frafcisco, The Gallicians seomed
to me inferior in personal appearance to the
Spaniards of the other provinces. 1 was now

.obliged to resign my travelling cap, because it
wits 'White, and was supposed fo have a Constltu-
tional look.
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- 1 was now again m.Spn:n (Lt land of romance;
in which I had so long resided during the stormy
period of her last revolution. How many’changes:
had occurred in her eventful annals since that .
time! how*many in my own! aftl how com-
pletely had her fair prospects been blighted by
the folly and oppression of,that assembly to
whose collective wisom therr ill-fated country
had vainly looked for her political . - regenera-
tion! °

The port of Vigo is one of the ﬁnest in Spain,
and rather resembles a great lake, .surrqtmded
by high hills, than an inlet of the sea; for its
entrance is guarded hy rocky islands which break
the force of the waves, and ecfféctually protect
the largest ships from the violence of any wind.”
The Ramsgate diving-bell was transported to
this harbour, during the previous year, for the
purpose of recovering the money sunk in the
Spanish galleons*. The project failed ; for the
treasure was probably buried deep,!n the sand;
and the unsuccessful speculator sustained a heavy
loss. The view was ﬁng, the sea sparkling, and
the little boats, bringing-ia their loads of sar-
dines, gave life to the scene. These fish are
se much esteemed that they are exported in

© Lord Mahon has givtn a very striking account of ﬁudmnf
the Spanish galleons in his truly valuable work, the & Hil;ory of
the War of Buccession ip Spain.” e o

a2’
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great quantities L Ghbraltar, Barcelona, and
many towns in Italy.

* X explored the environs with Don Louis Menen-
dez, and a noble individual, who had been one of
the few reasenable members of the Certes of 1820,
He spoke with decp feeling of the actual state of
his country, and justly attributed the failure. of
the Constitutionalists to tkeir own intempcrate
conduct. The arbitrary suppression of the con-
vents; thé unqualified abolition of cntails, and
the decree by which certain prbpcrtlcs became
subject to forfeiture when the title-deeds could
not be produced,*were acts for which they de-
served the execration of eyery honest man, and
which might hdve shaken a far more legitimate
‘government. I inquired after several persons
with whom I was acquainted in the early days of
the révolution : a few were dead; many in exile;
and socictycappeared te' have undergone a total
change.

Leaving Vigo I rode through a pleasant and
inclosed country to Pontevédra. I had deviated
from my road to make some visits, and therefore
‘reachcd that town' latc in' the day. My clothes
were drénched with rain, every fire in the inn was
‘extinet, and no food could for a long time be pro-
= “tured, but the landlord’s daughter was pretty
.ﬂi! *not disinclined to a lixtle flirtation;: the
ﬁndlady was a native of Barcelona; she had
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decked her little son in &he i‘ed bonnet peculiar
to Catalonia, and frequently called him a Catalan,
dwelling upon the word w1th evident pyide and
pleasure. .

From Pantcvedra we pursued qour journey
thropgh a heavy rain to- Caldas, and as the best
inn was full, took refuge in another here, ascend-
ing a dark and nasrow stairease, I entered a
large aparuuent. and discgvered a strange as-
semblage of persons. The careless muleteer,
with his broad-brimmed hat, red scarf, and velvet
jacket ; the gloomy Franciscan friar, htlf shrouded
in his cowl ; and a pilgrim bedecked with shells;
formed a curious group, that sat apart from a crowd
of peasants attired in the sombsge dress of their
country. The landlady, an ancient dame, coms
bining the garrulity of her years with the activity
of aincteerl, received we as I entered, called me
her dear son, and throwig her armg around my
neck, folded me in a warm embrace. As mine
honoured hostess was enveloped i in an atmospkere
of garlick, I recoiledwith some abruptness, from
her fragrant arms. She attributed my reluctance to
pride, and an expression of mortification, slightly
mingled with displeasure, was for & moment visible
o8 her good-humoured face, as she loudly ex-
claimed ¢ Che disconfianza!” But unlike the ge'-'
nerality of “ancigft ladies when refused
'she was speedily Jpacified; she brouglxt me somé
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sardines for suppel‘, ananged my bed in a little
wooden reecss, msisted on putting on my night-
eap, and left me to slumber in peace under the
.pr:)tectmn of the Vitgin R
On the followmng day I agamn made a shght
dewiation from the lugh-road, and then procerded
to the famous Santiago de Compostella, where we
arrived 1n a woeful state, for the ramn had fallen
for many hours without mtermssion and the
roads were full of mud. For a long time we
roamed from mnn to inn, withous bemng able to
procure accommodations, but at length uhghted
at the Viuda San Valentina, by no means the best
hotel, but the only one that could then receive ns
Here we hteraliy found only walls to shelter us:
‘we sat drenched with raimn, yet without the power
of changing our dress, as the muletcer with the
luggage was many mles 1n our 1ear, nor could
we for a long time procure a firc or provisions
Our hostess was a perfect spceimen of the old
Spanish landlady, for her diess and nanners
were equally antiquated, and her language was
strongly tinged with the devotional character of
the place When 1 urged her to be moie expe-
ditious, she said, “My Son, we live in times very
different from those when God walked upon the
earth-” she was perfectly insensible to any reflec-
tions'on the utter deficiency of eomforts that
pervaded every part of her establishment, but
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extremely proud of its antiquity. She enume-
rated the guests that had at warious {imes reposed
within her sacred threshold :—the Sijveiras in
recent days, and in times long past many Boly
men, Heavgn rest their souls! many champions of
the, Faith, and even royal pilgrims. I heard with
gravity this long recapifulation of worthies, in
which existing grangecs werd curiously mixed up
with ancicnt and sometimes legéndary characters ;
but was utterly discomposed when ske named as
one of the%easliest and most cohstant visiters of
her inn, the Apostle St. James himself, the great
Patron Saint of Spain. I tusned hastily*aside to
conceal the laughing impulse which irresistibly
overcame mo: I might have abused my worthy
bostess, I might have calumniated her family, or
her larder, and have possibly retained her good
graces; bl a single doubt cast on this inportant
point of sacred historyywould have been irretriev- o
ably fatal to our mutual intelligenm;.

The next day I explored this cigious city: the
houses are old-fasMioned as the manners of their
inhabitants; and the streets, narrow, dark, and
gloomy, were well suifed toemy previous concep-
tions of a place that bears the famous name of
Jago de Compostella, and is still the strongheld
of the ancient fanaticism. The Cathedral is &
huge, ungracefulepile of building. The fagade.is
striking only from its extent and crowded decora~
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tion ; and the memotablé recollections associated
with the intqrior ofgthis edifice invest it with &
charm it yould not otherwise possess.

* "Fhe shrine of St. James is profusely adorned
with gold ang silver, and is surmoynted by a
figure of the saint on horseback, still regarded
with the decpest devotion by the enthusiastic
Spaniards. He is the tutelar. saint of Spain, and
the firm rcliance once placed on his protection
contributed'greatly to the success of the Christian
forces in their eaily wars with the Moors. Whole
armics, deluCed by their ardent imaginations,
beheld him mounted on a white steed bearing
the Cross, and leading them on to certain victory.
And still some dreamers indulge a fond belicf,
tkat although, offended by the disloyalty of the
times, the Saint now veils himself from the vulgar
eye, he.will appear once more among His faithful
followers, and, mounted og: his heavenly charger,
restore the national glory.

“To this Meaza of the Christian world, persons
of every age, and sex, and ratk, came formerly in
crowds ; even princes, barefooted, and with unco-
vered hecads, prostrated themselves before the
shrine, in ¢he vain hope ‘of lightening, by such
profound humility, the weight of some enormous:
guilt ; and as they gazed upon that object of
akingdom’s veneration, tears flowed down'thes
cheeks of tacn whose ears had been deaf to:
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the cry for mercy, whoseghearts had been inacces~
sible to remorse, and whose hgnds peghaps, even in
that hour of supplication, were red with murder.
Many pilgrims resorted annually to the Cathedral
before the revolution of 1820; but their numberd
decreased in consequence of the pro\.rincial disturb-
ances which followed that®cvent ; yet, I saw many
persons knecling arpund the shrine, absorbed in
prayer, and fully impressed with the belief that
the mortal remains of the®saint rested beneath’
their feet, #nd,that his guardian spirit was hover-
ing around them. I observed onc wnan particu-
Iarly, who was bending forwagd in the attitude of
prayer; his cyes were fixed upon the shrine, his
hands clasped, and® he had sugh an expression
of intense devotion on his pallid features, that I
believe scarcely any external sound or sight could
have distmacted his attention. There arg many
relics in the Cathedral, and some costly plate, ,
which the Constitutionalists of 182, with their
usual wisdom, were on the point of gppropriating,
regardless of the popular prejudices, when the
counter-revolution took place. :
Sefior Riva, to whoth I had a letter of intro-
duction, accompanied me to the univergity, which
is said to contaifi a thousand scholars; but the
shortness of my visit did not enalfde me to gain
much insight inte the nature of the studips pur-
sued, the mode, of tuition, and the general chs-
c8
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racter of the establishmeut ; yet I heard one class
examined, apd it gppeared 10 me that many of
the scholars' Had made considerable proficiency
in the Latin tongue.» The scholars formed, per-
‘haps, the only party in Santiago that entortained
any feelings of affection for the memory of the
popular government. ‘Those were golden days,
indeed, when little rchins mounted guard at the
door of the patriotic clubs, and when corporal
punishment in schools was abolished by law, as
incompatible with the dignity of schoolboys: a
ridiculous iustance of that minute legislation
which tharacterised the Cortes, and degraded
them in the cyes of Europe. We afterwards
went to the convent of San Martin, which is
nich, and on an enormous scale. One of the
brotherhood had just died, and two monks were

- keeping watch by the bier upon which he lay

. extended with a placid spiile on his countenance,
as if the spirit had not yet deserted its mortal
tencment, but was only sunk in temporary re-
pose. I returried with Sefior Riva to his house,
and joined the family circle as chocolate was
served up. o "

The land in the vicinity of Santiago is well
cultivated ; the potato is becohing an object of
‘agricultural ‘attention in this part of Spain, and
miny prssibly in some years supersede the thest-

, Witins an article of food among the lower classes-
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 Leaving Santiago, I gode through a hilly dis~
trict to Elves. Little towng and vjllas studded
the country, and the first sight of Corunna, the
bay, and the mountains, was. extremely beautiful
Entering the principal street, I ahghted at the
Hotel de Commerce, where we found a civilized
landlord, and exccllent Yooms, commanding &
fine view of the harbour.*On the arrival of
the muletcer my luggage was conveyed to the
customs, and my papers Ye-examined. I had
been makit.g,some extracts frem old Spanish
chronicles, respecting Don Pedro the Cruel, and
this name at once excited ,the alarm of some
subordinate officers. To calm their apprehen-
sions, I informed them that the hero of my ex-
tracts had no reference to his Imperial Majesty,
but to a King of Castille. They simultaneously
exclaimeds that Ferdinand was the only King of
Castille. 1 assured them that I was the very,
last man in the world to raise any”doubts upon
the validity of his Majesty’s claim, to the throne,
and that my Don Redro had died some centuries
before the birth of their actual Sovereign, so that
these two royal Personages could not by any pos«
sibility be brought into collision. They could not
controvert my sthtement, but sullenly. answered
that I had no right to introduce into*the kingdom
pepers that treated of any Pedres, living or de-
@1 that moment the head of the depext-
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ment-appeared.. He waga well iired, and intelli-
gent man; pe gla.“ced rapidly at the papers,
rescued. them from ‘he grasp of the enemy, and
pemitted‘ DonPedro and me to leave the office
without further molestation.

On the following day Mr. Bartlett, the Bri-
tish Cansul, accompanied me to the spot where
the memorable battle of Corunna was fought.
An Englishman surveys that scene with very
different feelings fromi those which affect him as
he looks upon tke plains of Vittorip and Water-
loo. The general failure of the expeditjon is
hardly eompcnsated by the transient lustre of
success, and cxultation at the prowess of our
arms is checked Ry sorrow for the slain.

. The gallantry, the high feeling of the British
General, and the noble death he died, combined
with thje almost unprecedented disasters of the

. previous retreat, are cirgumstances which shed
a melancholy interest over this wecll-disputed
field. The FErench attacked the British lines
on that day with their usual impetuosity, were
reccived with British firmness, and driven into
the valley with congiderable loss. Major Stan-
hope distipguished himself in the pursuit, and
Major Napier gave shining proofs of that chival-
rous valour “which is so remarkable in all the
members of his warlike family*. "Hurried on

* Who that is acquainted with'my valued friend, Colonel
¢ N ¢
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by the ardour "of his foelings he led the ads
vance, but was severcly woynded, gnd fell inta,
the hands of the enemy, from whbin he received
the most generous treatment: but he was leng
supposed to have fallen; the news of his deatlf
was circulated in England, and his friends
mourned over him as over one whom they should
never sce again. .

We inquued of a peasant who happencd to be
passing DLy, if he could sHow us the cxact spot
where Sir Yohn Moore was kilked. «Indeed I
can,” xeplicd the man, “for 1 saw wim fall, and
as-isted in carrying him off the field,” and then
puinting out the place, he passed on. We were
not however satisficl, and put the same question
to another countryman. “I ought to know,” oyr
second friend began, ““as the General died in my
arms,” saymg which he led us to a knoll of ground

sprecisely opposite to shat indicated by our late,
informant. This double statement %vas too egre-
gious; but entertaining I supposg large notions
of English credulity, a group of plasants collected
around us, and none would resign the honour of
having received the fiflling ieneral; though nq
George Napier, brother of the gallant Officer toewhom I have
been just alluding, wilf not acknowledge
¢ e that knight
‘Was never dubb’d more bold in fight,

Nor, whén from war and armour free,
More famed for gentle coutesy 7
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two individuals could agpee upon the exact spot;
where their zealous (id had béen administered.
~"These delusive stdtements arose from a spirit
of exaggemtlon inherent in the Spanish cha-
#acter, and in any other country but Spain might
have been received, and perhaps not unjustly, as
indications of a frivolotis and insincere disposi-
tion: but there they were only the expression of
a foible which played on the surface, but had
taken no root in the mind; for the same men, on
any occasion of moment, would haye Deen found
honest, disinterested, and sincere. Great diffi-
culty however arose among themselves in recon-
ciling their conflicting statements. One man
asserted that hig account of-the battle must be
correct, because he still possessed a cannon-ball
which had been discharged on that eventful day ;
an admirable specimen of Spanish weasoning,
admitted to be conclusive by his eompanions:»
another displiiyed his knowledge of military mat-
-ters, by arguing, that the same piece of artillery
" eould at the sfme time be luvelled against two
objeots in different directions, and was equally
destructive in front and rear; but all possessed
high notiops of British courage. When we ob-
served that Sir John was not likely to have oocu-
pied a station which they assigned him, as such a
position would have been unnecesasrily perilous,
they answered, he was brave emough ‘o have
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placed himself anywhere, «Quite brave" enough.
Sefior, to have beert a fool.” R

We concluded our expedftion by entering the
cottage of a peasant, whereswe ate some ychlow
bread, made of Indian corn, and drank some bad
wine. The poor people seemed lnghly gratified
by ‘our visit; the Spanis}t peasants are peeuliarly
tenacious of considgrate tre2tment from their su-
periors, aal their native independence breaks
forth in their language, and'is strongly marked & in
their geneftl dleportment: it is however unmixed
with any taint of republican rudemess, and is
therefore by no means offengjve. In Spain, that
iand of extraordinary contrasts, the peasantry have
retained the high fetlings whichghave long ceased
to influence the labouring classes of countries fgr
more wisely governed, at least according to the
received mbtions of good government. Experience
and theory are howcver sometimes strangely at,
variance; a peasantry full of indepchdent feeling,
devoted to their country, proud of, their position
as Spanish peasans, and not aspiring to a higher
condition in the social scale than that which is
allotted them—fearing God and honouring the
King—a peasantry embued with such invaluable
qualities has grown up under that priestly go-
wvernment, which is so continually denounced as
certain to extingwish every high and manly energy.
.- The ipfluence of the monks is least parceptibe
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in the cities, but it js nét in the cities of Spain
that Spanish virtuq is princtpally to be found.
The influence of tht monks is chiefly exercised
upén the labourings classes; and no finer race
of men exists, in any part of the world, than the
agricultural classes of Spain and Portugal. If
this position be true, anl I cannot think it will be
denicd by any man’ who hag travelled much in
those countries, how can it-be maintained that
the influence of the convents has been, upon the
whole, injurioussto the well-being of the people?
The Protestsnt prejudices of the religious, public
of Great Britain, naturally indisposed to monastic
establishments, have formed a strange alliance
upon this point with the irfidel portion of the
Catholic world, which is unanimously hostile to
their continuance, and have thus led the English
4nind into a great though general crrox

‘When accidentally dciained by a Royalist
guerilla, a fow years before the period to which
I am now allpding, some obscrvations which I
then made confirmed me i& the opinion just:
expressed. They were hemmed in by the revo-
dutionary army, they-were involved in the greatest
peril, and if not actual spectators of the massacre
of their wives and children in®the plain below,
were yet conkcious of the events in progress, and
within hearing of the extermimating musketry.

, Although they were wound up to phrenzy by
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every circumsiance thaf conld cxasperate the
mind of man, and 'g'ave way to thé most pas-
sionate language, not an oath or irrcligious ex-
pression at any mgment escdped their lips; a.nd
a dclicacy of moral fecling was perceptible on
somg points, perfectly astomshmg in men accus-
iomed to the rude and la.wless habits of guerilla
warfare, and who were in the daily practice
<f excercismg the most unsparing revenge upon
their prisoncrs, cruclties “lnch they regarded
with comp.u‘aﬂw indifference, as the necessary
result of the system adopted by their encmies,
ar " conscquently as the onlpmeans of meeting
their opponcats on oqual terms, and effectively

maintaining a cause Identificd irPtheir eyes with
all that is great and holy. 'That regulation of
mind which enabled them to control their lan-
guage at Such a moment of excitement was un-
questionably the result™f monkish igfluence, and
was striking indeed, when compared with the
ribaldry and fr oqucnt oaths of the, @onstitutional
soldicrs, men for 1lfe most part taken from the
towns, and comparatwel‘y free from religious scru-
ples. That regulation of nfind must also have*®
been habitual, to have produced sueh results
under such circumstances; and if so, I have con-
siderable difficulty in believing that the Spamish
corivents have cfercised an unfavourable effect
on the fcrma.tlon, or in the development of the:
natlonal character.
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. During thé Peninsuldr war the Gallicians are
‘sgid to have destr\yed many thousands of their
enemlesz they remained apparently engaged in
than' usual occupations, as the great French
detaehments maarched through their villages; but
no sooner had they passed than the spade, was
exchahged for the musket and the peaceful pea-
sant became an armed and formidable opponent.
Thus they rapidly formed into bands, and as
quickly dissolved ; ‘seen rarely, but heard of
every where, they eut off convoys, ‘and put to
death the stragglers that followed the invading
army. In one instance they seduced a large
party into their cottages, rega.led them with their
best cheer, and‘laid before them their choicest
wines. The soldiers fell into the snare, became
intoxicated, and finally unconscious; upon which
. the villagers secured the doors, and barred up
the windows; and then, ffrgetting every personal
comsideration in 'a deep sense of the natiomal
: wrongs, they aet fire to their own dwellings, and,
- petreating to a neighbouring eminence, beheld,
. with stern delight, the progress of the flames,
*which carried desolation into the bosom of their
families, but inflicted a most dreadful retaliation
+om the oppressors of Spain. They saw in silence
their dwellings sinking successively a prey to the
devousing element : their women, their very chil-
dre disdained to- breathe a complaint; evexy
softer feefing was lost j ip an overwbe!mmg desire
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for vengeance. Not a word, was spoken till the
last roof had fallen in; notfa sourfd was heard
until it was cvident that none of their devoted
o
guests would evgr quit tReir burning tomb;
but they then gave vent to their sappressed pas-
sion in a fierce and exulting shout: there was
more cloquence, there was more deep disinte-
restedness, there was more genuine patriotism
in that wild burst of natugal feeling than in all
the studied declamations of the (;Jortes.

We return8d to Corunna through a pleasant
and irfclosed country. The excelledt position of
t!  town, the beauty of it cnvirons, ‘and the
extreme cheapness of provisions, might render it,
in tranquil times. a *desirable aBode for English
families residing abr~ad from motives of econonty.
The Spanish possess many advantages over the
Portuguese towns; for although often situated
amid delightful sceuerY, they are geperally placed®
on level ground.  Lisbon, Oporto, and Coimbra
arc, on the contrar Iy, built on the summits and
along the slopes of stcep hills; a circumstance
naturally productive of great inconvenience to a
resident. There is also fat more beauty in the
appesrance of a_Spanish, particularly of an An-
dalusian town; and the perfect cleanliness of the
streets is delightful to an Enghahma.n.

The fortificatibns of Corunna are nowin tole-
rable ripair; ugd had they, been less _dihpidmd
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in 1809; 8ir John Woore might possibly have
defended the town t¥l the French had been com-
pellcd to cetire, from the scarcity of provisions.
I was shown the house where that gallant officer
expired, and heard some particulars. connected
with his dying injunctions that increased the
interest I naturally felt, as an Englishman, in his
fate. The circumstances attending his interment
must have been wild and hurried indeed ; for the
French were alrcady in possession of the suburbs,
and the British army was rapidrty cmbarking
when a few faithful officers consigned theéir re-
vered Commander to the tomb. Ile was buried
on the lonely rampart, by the side of the roaring
sca, beneath the dimlight of a clouded moon, and
his funcral obscquies were graced by the heavy
sound of the hostile cannon, then playing with
fearful *cffcct on the departing troops. Since
that time a rponument had been erected over the
place of his burial, and an inscription has been
affixed by thedBritish Consul, recording the cir-
cumstances of his dcath, in ‘simple and manly
language.

¢ I visited the little bay of Orcun, where so many
fine English horses were slaughtercd; and saw
gome curious specimens of petrified wood scat-
tered along the coast. On the following day I
heard that a steam-boat, fitted out for the assist-
amec of the Grecks, and actually procedding to
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Greces, had arrived in the Hybouts Theinilitary
men under whose commanlilt wad cllfsd upon
the Consul. They had suffered frome g heavy
gele; and, in an,attempt to gain the port, had
struck upen some rocks at theecntrance: an
acaident solely occasioned by the incapacity of
the pilot, as the navxgatmn of the harbour is
most casy, the rocl®s visible, und thc water be-
tween them deep. .

The next morning I was awakened by cries of
« La barea d *vapore!” and heard from Antonio
that &nother steam-vessel had arnved which
T oved to be my old friend the “ Duke of York.”
I visited it, in company with the Consul and the
officers of health. As we appr8ached the ship, I
recognised with pleasure and surprise my frietd
Lord Clements, and also saw Captain Boyce, who
had shown me many.kind attentions duting my
voyage to Lisbon. At ¢

On the preceding day, the Spammds who had
never before seen a steam-vesse},*had expressed
the greatest anxlety to go on board the Greek
steamer, and examine her internal economy, and
many applications had been‘made to the Captain,
who had fixed upon a particular heur for the
reception of the numerous apphcants, but in the
mean time a far greater potentate his Royal
Highness of Yofk, arrived, and his appearance:
was as Vatal to, the splendgur iof the Greck.ass
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sembly as.a party enﬁby her Graoe of Gordon:
would have been destructive ‘of amy other. enter-
huunent eanda.clously given on the same night.
| 2 spent the evening’ with Mr..and Mrs. Bartlett,
to- whose kindness I was much indebted during
my short stay at Corunna, and agreed to sail with
Clemeiits on the followmg day to Ferrol.

- In consequence of “the neighbouring dockyards,
Corunna gradually rgse into importance during
the last century; and being one of the nearest
points of communication with England, its name
became familiar to the British public even‘before
the memorable battle fought in its vicinity. As
the inhabitants of Corunna were notoriously
attached to the Constitutional cause, the seat of
the provincial government had been lately re-
moved from that town to Santiago, which was
originally the capital of , Gallicia; a measure

cjust in itself,.imt calculated to increase the dis-

content already created at Corunna by some

imjudicious teg'glatmns Almost every article of
consumption brought in from’the country te the
town was subjected to a tax, highly-inconvenient

tu its operation, as tne peasants would no longer

supply the market with poultry, &c., without

specific orders : heavy duties imposed on. salt had
depressed the. sardine trade, another grievance
sensibly.felt by the poor, who subsist principedly-
upon these fish. I beard that silver vas gre-
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dusily Hecoming leoroegkoiﬁliout‘ the 'sountry;:
and have no doubt that-such was the'faet,- -

I met several officers who had servod in the
Constitutional army, and were actaally i ina stnta
of great destitution. One of these unfortunate
men assured me that his , pay was reduced from
fifty dollars a month to fwelve, and evén this
diminished allowanct was then four months in
arrcar. His lot was certajnly severe: he ‘had
served with distinction throughout the Penin-
sular war, and*had taken no part’in the insurrec-
tion of‘1820, or in the subsequent excesses of the-
Rev iution; but was now superseded by young
énd inexperienced oﬂicers, and condemmed to
pass the evening of his days in®penury and dis-
grace. He said, with bitterness, that some of
the Constitutional officers had died "of hunger,
and that The old soldicrs had lost ‘more than
twenty years of life by'the events of 18620. His *
language, upon the whole, was temperate: he
condemned the arbltrary procgedings of the
Cortes, and spoke of Martinez de la Rosa in
terms of commendation,

But thus it ever is with tHe Spanish Constitu-*
tionalists : I have seen them on'the pinnacle of
prosperity; I have seen them in the de'pth of mis-
fortune. When compelled to eat the bitter bread
of sorrow and distress, their views are temsperste;
their chirity unjversal; they then ackmowledge:
the yalue of an endowed church; thdy are im-
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pressed with the i merise advantages resulting
from 8 secohd cha ; and,in a truly Christian
fr%me ofanind, only wish for the establishment of
 some elementary prineiples of, representative go-
vernment which may secure liberty of person and
undisturbed enjoyment of property: yet when
the cléud has passed aw ay, and the revolutionary
fortunes have become triwinphant, the modera-
tion of adversily, and the repentance of humi-
liation are equally forgotten; and perhaps no
party in modern times has entertained more
impracticn.ble views, or waded through a*dceper
sea of guilt, thane the truly misnamed Liberal
party of Spain.

« I never inditlged in the hope,” he said, «that
your government would interfere to prevent the
Freneh invasion ; it is not consonant with British
intercsts that Spain should possess an energetic
government,” How far the establishment of a vi-
gorous government in Spain would be favourable
to the generu) interests of Great Britain is no
easy matter to determine ; but never was a sounder
policy adopted by any administration than that

¢which practically dirccted the councils of this
country, with reference to the invasion of Spain
by the French army in 1823. Happy it was in-
deed for the welfare of the British people, and
for the universal interests of Europe, that the
ministers of the crgwn were nqt goaded by the
exaggerations of the press, and by the clamour
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of an illjudging porti od'he country, into @
war with France, for the ;#e of a’system exe-

crated by a great majority Jf the Spa.mah people,
and_incompatible with the franqml existence of -
any European monarchy. "

Qn the following day I embarked with Cle: -
ments in an open boat, a.nd was rowed across
the water to Ferrol. ‘We entered a narrow arm of
the sea, and on landing delivered our letters to
the Consul, who introduced us to the Governor,
an infirm ofd haan. He received us courteously,
and asked me many questions' respecting the
ac.ual state of Lisbon, the aumber and dispo-
sition of the troops, and the intentions of the
British government, with whicf I was wholly
unacquainted. My answers were fortunately
guarded, for, in fact, they were carefully ré-
corded, and any indiscrcet expression would cer-
tainly have been afterwards brought up in judg- *
ment against me. When I praised the fine,
pure climate of Spain, he answexetl briefly, but
these few words 1mp11ed a mournful condciousness
of her powerless state. Although he pressed me
to spend: the day in his hbuse, 1 have every
reason to believe that he suspected my“intentions
in visiting Ferrol, and recommended the arbi-
trery measures which were aﬁm‘wards adopted
against me.

I the evening we explorpd the arsenal ané

“m
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e dockyards. Ty robms in which the maste
and cables were m ere excellent ; the apaste
‘svegts dévoted to carpenters, smiths, and
 whirioys workmen employed in the ¢pnstruction
of ships, were also admirably adapted to their
‘vespective purposes. But all are now deserfed,
and on the spot where, forty years ago, several
thousand workmen were actively engaged, none
sre ab present regulayly, and but few occasionally-
employed. Two frigates were lying_ unﬁmshed
from ‘the want “of funds to com[Slete them. “I
saw the blocks and cables intended for their use,
and considering tite little practice of the work-
men, was surpnsed to find them so well made.
My guide assuréd me that he remembered forty
men-of-war, which averaged eighty guns, lying
in the deep and spacious basin; but, when I
visited the harbour, there was not even a sdlitary
frigate, if werexcept-the tWo that were unfinished.
‘What singular reflections do these facts sug-
gest! How Yavcibly does Ferrol, in its present
state, impress the mind with' the complete decay
_of Spanish resources! In what striking colours
“does it show the viftual extinction of that power
.within the'limit¥' of whose empire the sun never
“set! That, deaeﬂed basin, those gigantic but
mmem.nted ap nts, eréoted atan enormous
56, but row bling Mo ruin, not only
~dhow the 3nab1hty of the government to eonduct
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cpantmnanthe:rforn\n e, but even to koep
the mighty structuré in

1 quitted Clements wi regret he* returged
to Corunns, intending to continue his voyage t& .
Lisbon by.the Duke of York. Mere I finally
renounced all intention of visiting Gijon, & sea-
port on the coast of Asturms, and set off fow
Lugo. ¢

The inquiries which I thgn made about Gijon
contributed, to strengthen the suspicions which,
it afterwards Appeared, were at thxs time enter-
tained by the Spanish authorities respectmg the

« jects of my journey. To *them I could not
offer any explanation of my motive in desiring to
deviate so far from my general line of route to
visit an unimportant seaport; and I reluctantly
inform the reader of the real cause, as otherwise
he would hardly conwprehend the sequel, and
might impute to me an*éverweeningslove of use- '
less enterprisc. The fact is, that Gijon was
painfully associated with my earligst impressions.

When I was qmte a child, my uncle, Captain
H-——, sailed for Spain, not in his naval capa-
city, but as an individual anXious to behold that’
great display of natriotic feeling whiclr was then,
fixing the attention of Europe on the Peninsula.
He quitted England, but never returned again.
His voyage was frosperous, #hd he reached tha

Spanish®coast ip safety, buj was nn;xpectodly‘
H
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lost at the entranc"of t‘.xe port of Gijon, in the
sight of nuherous \pectatots, and while their
shquts of welcome wh ringing in his ears. The

. pverwhelming intelligence of this event*iwas
brought to ws in the West of England on a
beautiful summer evening; and though more
than twenty years have elapsed, I still retain a
vivid recollection of all the tircumstances of that
eventful day.

1 was sitting by the sick couch of one—

« All ngel now, though little less than all
« While yet a pilgrim in this world below,”
e

*

reading the captivating tale of Robin Hood and
his merry men®in the green forest, and occa-
sfonally looking out on the deer stalking amid
the high fern, the waving woods, and the shadows
lengthening as the sun sank lower in the west.
* 1 rocollect this childish otéupation being abruptly
interrupted by my dear Father’s sudden entrance.
The deep despair which his countenance cx-
pressed in the first moment of poignant affliction
for the loss of a Brother whom he had loved in
‘no ordinary degre8, is still imprinted on my
mind. His emotion only filled me with terror
and surprise, for I was then too young to com-
prehend immediately the cause and extent of his

grief. « ' .
It so chanced thaf about this {ime the’sky, till
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then unusually serene, Becarpp suddenly overcast,
the wind arose, and’ a pitilefs storm ‘beat against
the windows as if the heavehs were chunging in
sympathy with oug altered feelings. .
The nature of the coast of Gijom, its perilous
bary and: the wild sea that dashed over it on the
unfortunate day on which my uncle perished;
were for several months a sub_)ect of earnest con-
versation. These circumstgnces were calculated
to leave ay mdchble impression on the young
mind ; time has not effaced them fiom my me-
mory, and probably never will. As a child I was
anxious to behold the scene®of the catastrophe,
an even in manhogd a similar fecling, growing
out of early associations, and str:nger than I like
even now to confess, made me wish to undertake
a voyage, rather hazardous at that 4ime of the
year, in a little trading vessel to Gijon. *I was
however prevented from executingemy purpose '
by a continuance of adversc winds; but my in-
tention, though ne¢ver carried intb effect, pro-
duced singular and unexpected results. '
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CHAPTER V.

ﬂunouu Costume of the Mnraguttou—l)ou Felippe Moreda—The
Author arrested—State of Parties in Spain—Anocdote of King
Ferdinand—Journey to Santiago with the Royalist Volunteers
—Ruinous Building~~Rolber Tales of the Spaniard—Supersti-

' tions of the Portuguese—The Escolar, or Wolf-impeller—A
truly loyal Dame-$Superstition of the Négro—Ludicrous dis-
comfiture of ag Alcalde.

Leavine Ferrol I <ontinued my journey to the
south, and travelling through a country wild,
bleak, and only partially cultivated, arrived at
Lugo in the beginning of November. Finding
that I had reached the town at too late an hour
in the day to obtain provisions, I went to a neigh-
bouring tavesn, and was sfipplied with food rather
resembling than tasting like meat. The tavern
was small, sificky, and crowded with peasants;
among whom I saw many muleteers, from a par-
ticular district in the neighbourhood of Astorga,
‘called maragattos from their very remarkable
‘dress. They wore the scarf afgd large brimmed
hat of chivalrous. Castile, while their full, long
drawers seemed to bespeak a Moorish extrae-
tion; but some believe them ‘to be descended
ifiom & Roman colony, and this prrt of their attire



cH. v.] LpGD. 150

o be rather Roman‘then Mphometan. The dark
but glistening leather, whfcovereﬂ their broad
chests like a protecting &ast—plate, tesembled
armour partially gtained with rust, and combmed
with their, hard and weather-besten visages to
give them the appearance of old feudal retainers. -
I afterwards called on Don Felippe M:oredg,
the Commandant df the town, and, during his -
temporary absence on officigl business, conversed
with his daughter, a pleasmg and intelligent
person. Though young, she had seen much of
the world, and had evidently proﬁted by her
obscrvations. Near her was scated a Iady, ap-
pe <ntly a relative, whose countenance beamed
with good humour, but she gave no indications
of that cultivated understanding which distm-
guished her companion. They were both anxious
to ascertan whether J had met certain Spanish
refugees in the cours® of my wandgrings, and if
1 knew any particulars of their fate. The young
ledy, who had probably some tgmler motive for
inquiry, repeatedly led the conversation to the
same point, but so gradually, and with so much
grace and tact, that I did nof immediately suspect
that her questiops were dictated by any stronger
feeling than curiosity. While she displayed con-
siderable knowlcdge -of foreign ‘countries, T was
often smsed by the crude opimions which the
elder lady expyessed upon general subjects, aml
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her exclamations o(,' woxﬁer on the statement of
very ordinaly facts. | She exhibited a ludicrous
degrec of amazemen'! vhen I alluded incidentslly
, $o the British Constitution, as she had never
heard of its existence; a manifestation of igno-
rance evidently annoying to my fair young friend,
who cliecked her, but in so light and delicate &
soanner, that her reproof was neither painful to
the person who received, nor to the bystander
who heard it.

‘We were Jomed at dinner by fier brother, a
fine young ‘officer, and afterwards by Muscoso,
who was Minister of the Interior during the re-
volution of 1820. In the evening we walked
round the walls of the town :” the foundations are
ancient, but the superstracturc was hastily raised
by Quiroga. in 1823, when the French troops
were advancing upon Luge.

* I rcturned to the inn"ut a late hour, and re-
tired to rest. In the middle of the night I was
awakened by my servant, who told me that some
officers of the police were waiting below to ac-
company me to the Town-hall, where my presence
was required. Tiréd and slecpy, and greatly
disinclined- to comply with this ill-timed invita-
tion, I specdily dismissed Antonio, and his dis-
missal was quickly followed by a satellite of office
in proprié persond. He entered the room des-
canting hugely on the gross indecorum of my
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-conduct. in presuming {o s],¢p when the King's
authoritics were themselved deprived-of sleep on
my account, and urged : ﬂt?tometl Inbwd
my repuu.txon for,loyalty.

Sumh'jvguarantees «for my appearance: on the
next dayshaving been tendered and reJeeted I
had no alternative; so, followmg my garrulods.
disturber, I went tothe Town-hall, where I found
the Authoritics assembled, I begged to know
their reason for summoning me at such an un-
usual hour, but could not obtain a djrect answer;
and although their language indicated & strong
suspicion of some part of *my conduct, I was
ur :ble to discover the circumstances upon which
it was founded, or the point to “which it tended.
It was, however, evident, from their questiods,
that they viewed my journey into that part of
the country with uneasiness, and were peculiarly
jealous of my communications with ¢Muscoso and’
Moreda. For some time they pretended to find
fault with my passport, but whem they were fairly
driven from a position wholly untcnable, they pre-
tended to be in possgssion of facts which they
refused: to reveal, but which, according  to their
statements, fully.authorized their proceedings.

~-After much vexatious diseussion ] returned to
the inn, accompamed by a young officer, who re-
‘quested the to breakfast with him on tie follow-
ing morning, and urged hiseinvitation so warmiy,

n'3
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@t T could ot dedijne #. He was a native of
Andalusia, a'nd from| my knowledge of the An-
dulisian Sharacter, .frém the light and boastful
cmanner in which he spoke ~f the ‘numerous
Sriends he wold invite to fneetmé, and from his
evident connexion with the. Authorities, I have
40 doubt he. Was perfectly aware that circum-
stances would eﬁ‘ectually prevent me from putting
kiis hospitality to the dest.
~ On the folloying merning I found myself
placed under arrest, and unable to leave the
inn, a guard being stationed at the dodr. In
this dilemma I wlote to my friend the Com-
man requestmg him to obtain my release,
or, at all events, to acquaint me with the nature
of the charges preforred against me. He imme-
diately came to the inn, and informed me that I
had bebn arrested on pobhcal grounds, express-
"ing et the same time great indignation at the
vonduct of the civil authorities, with whom he was
evidently at vhriance; for, indeed, he intimated
that my communications with Muscoso and him-
self had precipitated my arrest.

To such a curious state of disorganization was
the Spanish government reduced in 1827, that the
component members of the local administrations
were engaged in watching and counteracting each
uther at'a time of great generai alarm, and when
the calm co-operation of the civit authorities was
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peculiarly requisite. It saust je remembered that

a civil war was then eaging i Cataloflia, and had

increased to so great an extgut, tha the King had

actually left Madrid, and, in the hope of checkﬁ)g.

its progress, had procceded to Targgona.

1§ so happened. that when 1 quitted Spain in
1822, the Catalans were carrying on a deadly war-
farc with their goverament; and now, when I re-
entered the kinadom. after a lapse of five years,
1 found thai martial pcoplc engaged in another
desperate conflict. The mode in wluc.h the insur-
gents eonducted their operations was similar in
Loth these arduous struggles; but the principle,
upe  which their opposition to the government was
founded, had materidlly chm\gcd’. In 1822 they
enjoyed the sympathy of cvery generous ming,
for the motives which impelled them tp arms were
great and generous: they fought for all ¢hat is
dear to ths frecwan, f(fﬁandmarks clyerished from
boyhood, for privileges hallowed by time, for rights
inherited from their ancestors thgii*passions were
kindled by the hl{_,]ll of the revered teachers of their
faith driven from their altars, homeless and house-
less : their arms were raised in defence of one who'
had crred, perhaps. hut who was stillethe repre-
sentative of the ancient monarchy—of that mighty
pile under whose protecting roof thc‘) had grown
and stxcngthened under which their greatest
spirits had beca reared, 1o ewhich their fondest
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recollections atiagued, jand which the spoiler
sought not %o reform, not te yepair, but utterly

-and remerselcssly te dostroy *.

. In that great northern struggle of 1822, Cata-
lonia went fogth lion-hearted against, the oppres-
sor. Navarre, and Aragon, and Biscay followed in
her weke, and their appeal against the misgovern-
ment of {he Cortes found an ccho in cvery loyal
heart, and in every corner of the kingdom. But
in 1827 the Catalan insurgents were leagued to-
gether for very different purposes. © Their leaders
were i,m'&pelfe(l by two motives: the first-was to
increase the ascendency of the Church, as the
only effectual barrier against any future assump-
tion 8f power bY the Constitutionalists; and this
object many of them proposed to effect by re-csta-

. blishing the Inquisition, and by arming it with

all the powers it possessgd in the thost dismal
period of Spanish history. Their policy was in
this respeet mistaken ; for had they succeeded in
restoring and gendering that tribunal an oppres-
sive engine of government, such a measure would
have created great discontent in the towns, and
‘have precipitated the fall of the existing institu-
tions: the restoration of the Inquisition, altered and
improved, so as to meet the improved spirit and
the more humane policy of the present day, might
have been a proceeding neitheér unwise nor un-

* For a wild adventurethat befel the Avhor, in 1822, among
these Catalah insurgents, vide Note at the end of this volume.
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unpopular; but the Inquisitdn, the whole Inqui-
sition, and nothing but the lnqu;smon, restored
in its ancient spirit, and with its ancibnt rigpur,

could only have been maintained by a system af
vigilant persecution, which would have ultimately
retoiled on their own heads.

To this desire of increasipg the ascendency of
the Church was added an ungovernable thirst of
vengeance, produced by thetyranny of the Cortes
during thgir day of power; and, considered in
this light, the sccond Catalan msurrgctwn may be
truly £aid to have resulted from the first. That
dreadful commotion, the great northern revolt of
1% 22, in which cnghty thousand persons are said
to have perished in’ the ficld and on the sdaffold,
had left inextinguishable feuds, and injuries tiat
could ouly be appeased by blood. «During that
struggle iceds had Jgen done which could not
be forgotten, crimes“had been comaitted by the'
Constitutionalists which could "not be forgiven.
Prisoners had begn slaughtered after the fight
was over; and peaceful civilians, dragged from
their homes, had beey butchered without a form
of trial, for no specific offence, but solely becaude
they entertained opinions hostile to the ruling
party! They fell, but falling they bequeathed
1o their kinsmen a legacy of hatred and revenge,
not likely to be ‘neglected by the fiery Outalan.

These motives influenced the leaders of the
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insurrection of 1827, while the qu;udgmg crowd
that rallied round their standard believed King
Ferdinand to be still’ ¢. prisoner in the hands of
Jtheir former enemies—that Constitutional faction,
o notoriouslyhostile to the Monarchy and the
Church. To the surprise of his mutinous sub-
jects, he appeared among them, he spoke, « K¢
diclo citius tumida equora placat.” His presence
restored a deluded people to their lost allegiance ;
end that insurrection, which had baffled all the
efforts of the government which had been gra-
dually extending, and at length threatesied to
convulse the whole"kingdom, was at once and
completely dissipated: the astonished peasants,
ddiscovering that they had acted in opposition to
tHeir Sovereign's will, forsook their leaders, aban-
doned even their priests, and came in crowds to
the presence, confessing t*-r error, and imploring
‘the royal clemency.
‘When I was arrested at Lugo in 1827, this, the
sacond insurrection, was at its height, and the
issue still doubtful. But though the civil war
was confined to the eastern prowinces, & secret
grruggle was at that period carried on throughout
Spain betwcen the partisans of the actual ministry
“snd those who strove to establish a more rigorous
and intolerant system. The insurgents were
called Caxlists, because they professed the prin-
ciples attributed, Ivbelieve umjustly, to Don
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Carlos, the King's br’thar whose, elevation to
the throme, however irregular the mode by which
it must then have been effidcted, was till degjred
by the ultra-Rogalist faction, as the readiest
means of obtaining a governmentemore congenial
totheir views.

But therc were many persons belongmg to
the provincial addlinistrations who disclaimed
any connexion with the ingurgents, yet were cla-
morous ﬂg the adoptlon of coermve measures
against all persons suspected of any Constitu-
tional® tendency. They advocated this policy,
because they thought the seventual success of

. Carlists probable, and stlll more because
they detested their temperate co]leagues, whom
they looked upon as the remnants of the Consti-
tutional party, and were consequently anxious to
exclude ffom any sh*%m the government. Such.
was the state of féMing which then prevailed
among the authoritics of Lugo, and such a
struggle, unseen but violent, esecretly divided
official men over all those parts of the kingdom
which were not convulsed by open war. The
Commandant of Lugo, Don’ Felippe Moreda, whs
aman of high honour, sincerely attached to his
royal master, but averse to intemperate measures,
while the civil authorities wére secretly favour-
able to the uﬁra—Royahst party, andetherefore
regarded ln.m with jealousysand dislike. -
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o1t was curious t4 obsgrve how completely the
thttutmnahsts appeared to be forgotten in
the, struggle then rlaintained between the diffe-
.mnt Royalist factions. To me, who had seen, five
years before, thie democratic principle triumphant
throughout Spain, the Crown shorn of its privi-
leges and existing only by sufferance, the gigantic
power of the Church subverted, and the land-
marks of ages swept away, it seemed indeed
extraordinary that such a torrent should have
so oompletelx subsided, and have left no traces
of its desolating course. The distinctive uppel-
lations of the various parties, which served as
watchwords in the excited days of the revolu-
tionary rule, had not only lost the powerful spell
which they once excreised over the minds of their
adherents, but were almost, obliterated.
- On my return to Spain ] ,had a new vocabulary
‘to learn, and ¢o become aéfuainted with interests
that a few years before had not an existence.
The Factiosos, the Serviles; the Communeros,
and the Descamisados, names once fraught with
.hope and terror to their respective friends and
daemies, were now Swallowed up in the all-ab-
sorbing distinctions of Fernandistas and Carlistas.
But. although the public attention.was rivetted
on. the combatants who then filled the arena,
the-actors in the late tragedy wefe not quiescent;
for: the Constitutionslists still maintained : coms
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munications with their gxilecﬁfriendg in Portugal,
who were watching'the tide of events, and only
waiting for a favourable gpbortunity fo desgpnd
on the coast of Ggllicia; nor were the authoritioss
regardless of their machinations, for they kept &
stendy eye upon their slightest movements.

- The Spanish Constitutionalists spoke of their
actual situation in the most desponding terms.
A man of vank assured ge that arrests had
been lately,of such frequent occurrence, that he
breathed his® native air in fear and trembling.
“We ‘now pray,” he said, «that Gall_lcla. may
become incorporated with Portugal.” The vio-
lev ze of party animosity must have been great,
indeed, which could have excitod, in.the mind
of a Spaniard, sentiments so little congenial to
Spanish pude 'The Constitutionaliéts were pre-
pared to Tenounce xg‘ry long-cherished® feelmg-
of national antipathy’ were willing to be sepa-’
rated from a great and ancient monarchy, to
lose a great and glgrious name, an¥l become sub-
ject to a minor and comparatively insignificant
state, solely, as he saigd, to participate-in the ad- .
vantages resulting from a Constitution eminently
aristocratic in i{g elements. Yet these are the
men who, in 1823, rushed upon a war that termi-
nated their political existence, because they would.
not submit to thd tyranny of a second Chamber.
The Constitutipnalists did enot, however, attris
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bute to the King, Jersonally, any acts of indivi-
dual. oppression, but to a party, at one time
stronger than the thirone fitself.
s= Perhaps the wiscst man could not have steered
through the sei of troubles, upon which Ferdinand
was then embarked, without incurring much cen-
sure, and falling into many apparent errors. For,
while the Constitutionalists’ were ready to avail
themselves of any igcidents favoureble to their
cause, a powerful faction, in the couptry and in
the government, werc extremely irritated by his
reluctance to adopt the views of the ultra-Royalist
party. He refused to remove from offices of
trust many moderate men in whose personal
attachment he ha.d reason to confide, and even
retained some individuals who bhad not been in-
d.lsposcd to«he Constitution. At that perilous
crisis, the period during \%\\ch my Gallician expe-
‘dition was wndertaken, ht showed a degree of
moral courage which his previous actions would
not have led ‘uv to expect; gnd terminated the
imsurrection, by proceeding in person into the
heart of the disturbed digtricts; but it must be
admitted that frequent and cruel executions suc-
ceeded andl disgraced his triupnphs. As I am
wpeaking of King Ferdinand I will allude to the
very peculiar circumstances under which I first
saw him} some years before the period to which
1 am now adverting*
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Travelling, in the tum& of 1§21, with my
friend, and now miy dthcr—m—lqw, Mr. P——,
we arrived at the innj adj8ining the® Escugial.
My readers may perhap recollect that the Spanishe
Revolutiom occurred in 1820, and that during the
yekrs 1821, 1822, and indeed until the occupation
of the territory by the French armies in 1823, the
country was distracfed by civil dissensions. At
the period of our arrival at the Escurial, the
popular pgrty was completely triumphant; the
Cortes, imbuced with a very democrafic spirit, was
hurricd into the worst excesses by a party still
mor« unscrupulous: the nobdility were degraded
an their property plundered ; the priesthood were
persceuted ; the po“ er of the crown was not cur-
tailed, but annihilated, and the person of the King
insulted. The great northern revold in favour of
the Crown had not vgf, broken out, but the exas-
peration of feeling” \'roughout the disaffected’
provinces was catreme; the Royalists were every
where in a state of active though Rccret prepara-
tion for the approaching contcst, and were only
waiting for the countepance of foreign powers to
commence the struggle. The French troops were
at that time ranged along the Pyrenéan frontier,
ostensibly to protect the French provinces from
the yellow fever, then ravaging Barcelona, but
really to control the progress of a revolution,
which had beeeme altogether incomspatible with
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the safety, of even {he existence of the Bourbon
dynasty. At that eritic, 1 moment every heart
in the court circle mdn]&:d the hope of French
assistance, and every loyal eyc was turned to
France. ¢
Soon after our arrival at the Escunal we kmas-
tened to sce the palace, which was shown us by
a valet, and, as we were afterwards informed, the
most confidential segvant of the King. As we
were leaving the palace, he asked us if we wished
to be presented to his Majesty. We said in
answer, we lmped to have that honour at Madrid,
where the British Minister was then residing,
and where we intended to remain some time. He
replied, that, if we desired to sec the King, his
Majesty would dispensc with the cstablished eti-
quette, and he would call at the inn at ten o’clock
in the evening, and conduct us to the palace. We
“vere naturally surprised,'but as he scemed sure
of his ground. we no longer declined a propo-
sition so littlevir accordance with the forms that
generally surround a court, and which were, more-
over, peculiarly strict at the Spanish palace. In
the cvening he called at the inn, at the hour
agreed on, 'and told us that two of the ministers
had arrived from Madrid, bringing his Majesty
the very alarming intelligence of a revolt just
broken out at Seville and Cadiz, at the insti-
gation of the republican party; the King was-
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consequently engaged, and m& prescptation must
be postponed till the following morning. Aec-
cordingly he appcared jhe ftext day atd acegm-
panied us to the palacd; and having conducted .
us into a lgrge apartment, departed, saying that
he would inform the King of our arrival.

The King was in an inner room communicating
with the apartment in which we wero left, and
through which the nobles agd gentlemen of the
court werc.contmually passing and repassing.
As far as we could judge, the confusipn produced
in the palace by the intelligence just received was
extrem~, and an expression of vhought and anxiety
overe .t every face. Yet notwithstanding the
general uneasiness,” several persons, percexvmg
we were sirangers, paused for a moment as they
passed through the room and addressed us, obvi-
ously from % sense of politeness. At length two
gentlemen entering the hpartment drew near us, *
and the tallest made some gencral observations.
I remember replying, civilly no dowlx, but perhaps
a little carclessly, and asking some question in
return, when I observed an expression of surprise
pass over the face of the individual whom I ad*
dressed, such as might be perceptible on the coun-
" tenance of a well-bred man, at the infraction of
some established conventional form. This at-
tracted my attention. I looked more stedfastly
at him, ‘and remgmbering a picture which I had
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beon: contemplating only the day before in one
of the apartments of the {ialate, I recognised the
Kigg: thé features Wege fhe same, the expression
«was the same—Ehad no doubt. Iinstantly bent
the kneé accoidifig to the Spanish fashion ; the
King perceived my previous mistake, goodhu-
mouredly continued thé’ conversation for some
mimutes, and then departea with the Marquis
de ——, the major-domo of the palace.

Thus ended this singular interview. I cannot
but suppose that in consequence of our arrival at
the Escurial direct from Paris, and before we had
vitited Madrid, a suspicion was excited in the

mind of the King's valet that we were secret but
accredited organs of that French party with which
the Spanish Royalists, and the King himself,
were then iz active and constant communication.
Perhaps, #lso, some expressions of our sym-
' pathy with the royal embAtrassments may have
strengthened this notion. Motives, too, were
quickly imputed ; for at that disturbed period
few persons, if any, travelled for their amuse-
ment, and during the time we then passed in
Spain I do not remember having met a single
" person journeying through the country, unin-
fluenced by private or political business.

Nor was this supposition, if really entertained,
improbable, as the coursc we undesignedly puz-
sued would have boén unquestionably adopbed
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by any Royalist agent, for'.herElvrialwuud
that time the very'c and focus of Royalist
imtrigue; and to its fiiepdly shades®the cqurt
refired from the danger obg?"vatioq.of Madrid,..
to receive ifs secret communicatiofs and pursue
ite%echemes of liberation from the tyrannous
bondage of the Cortes, umhscovered and uninter-
rupted. We were afterwards saluted more than
once by signs of an expresgive nature, to which
a hidden signification was attached, and which
were then currently interchanged among the ad*-
herents of the Royal cause.

On the day before we left *the Escurial we at-
+_aded the convent church, and heard the funeral
service magnificently performed over one of the
royal infants just deceased : the evening was fast
closing as we left the assembled erowds and
passed into the sacrigy: there, whilé we stood
opposite the Verla, giving a last lingering look *
at that exquisite production of Italian art, two
gentlemen approacljed us, one ofewhom, separat-
ing from his companion, passed close to us and
said, in a low but clear you:e, “Vivele Roi.” He
paused for a moment, apparently in e!peehﬁmf
of the answering, watchword, but as. we lemamed
silent he rapidly withdrew. :

The magmﬁcence rather than the bea.uty of
the Escurial palate, the splendour of the Escurial |
convent, the cruel uncertainty of the King's posi-.
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'tmn, pur oyn smg_‘lh.r recogmtxon of that mo-
mch, the mystery which hung over the court,
ang the nfystenous compmpmications which seemed
.10 be carrying on jp thos¢ dark cloisters and long
corridors so fgted for the purpose of intriguey-
made a deep i impression on my mind, and I ln,
remembered with interest our visit to the E%

A short time afterwards ) was presentqd“m a
more formal manner to the King and Queen.
The Queen was just of age, having on that very
day accomplished her cighteenth year, on which
fecount it was kept with great state at court: it
was then, however, wo time for pomp ; events were
critical, the repubhcan insurrections of Cadiz and
Seville were unsubdued; thé Queen was reviled,
#nd the King denounced in the public journals as
a traitor te the state: in short, the democrats
were faithfully following the march of the French

* revolution, end the least apprchensive began to
anticipate a similar consummation of the royal
griefs.

That anniversary of her birth, a day which, in
the palaces of kings, is generally ushered in with
tvery demonstration of popular joy, was produc-
tive of no pleasure to the youthful Queen: upon
that occasion no gratulating songs were pre-
gented to her, according to the fashion of the
Iand, but the fierce Tragala, bréathing a deadly
hate to ro;alty in every line, was sung by hostile
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voices #fmost under the palage winddws ; she wab
evidently mdch alarmeff at the lowering aspect of
affairs and could scarcqly veftrain her tears invthe
presence of the assembled Court te

I was struck by the alteration Which had taken
plhc in her appearance ; but three weeks before
I had scen her in the garden of the Escurial
feeding some gold fish in a little pond, and
afterward~ scending a tower and counting the
steps with dhg light-hearted playfulness of a girl.
She was rather pretty, and very interesting; ex-
tremely devout, and much beloved by those
around her; taken from her Saxon home, to
» nich she was passionately attached, the destined
bride of the King of Spain, instead of the peaceful
pomp and universal homage which she had been
led to expect, n a land once renowned for the
loyalty of its citizenl and the gallantry of its,
nobles, she found o1 lier arrival av Madrid thc
storms of civil war darkening around a throne,
endangered by tle progressive’ usurpations of
the Cortes, and exposed to the insults of a de-
moralized populace. .

During those days of revoluhonary agltatlon,
sho is said {o have spent many weary hours,
bowailing the departed pleasures of ker German
youth, and anticipating with a heavy heart the
terrors, bf the time to come; but her affliction
though great, were brief, and she i is now, and has

I
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“lotig been, E‘m thatt peaceful region, shete the
+wicked cease from trou ing, and the weary are
atwest” “Had the fife of this interesting Queen

¢ ‘been prolonged, Spain wiiuld probnbly have been
spared a host of ealamities.

Sinoe my visit to the Escurial, how m¥ny
elnnges have oceurred! King Ferdinand and
his youthful Consort are no more ; the Brother,
who then graced the court, is now an exile,
struggling for his throne. The chivalrous Eroles,
‘the life and soul and leader of the Royal cause, is
numbered with the dead. The brave O’Donnel
has been butchered in cold blood, and his body
horribly mutilated by the unpunished adherents
of Mina and the present Queen ; Riego, then the
idol of the Spanish populace, at whose approach
the incessant shout was raised, and over whose

. triumphant march the choicest flowers of the year
were strewed, has died upon a Spanish scaffold.
The Empecinado, who shared his crimes or
glories,—which you will,—hrs shared his fate;
Torrijos . has met the bloody death he so re-
lentlessly administered ; and Mina, a murderer
upon system, though still alive; is sinking to the
.grave opptessed with disease an/ infamy..

“,But to juy narrative.—I remained a prisoner
in my apartment at the inn at Lugo. till three
pclock in the afternoon, when ¥’ received an in-
timation from the authorities, that, they intended
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to send me to Santiago, the eapitdl of Gullieis,
and cxpected me fo conmence my journey to that
city within an hour. ccerdingly, at four o'cock,
six Royalist Volanteeis, connstmg of four fodt*
noldmrs and a sergeant and corporal mounted,
aPrived at the inn.  After a warm and ineffectual
paper-war with the Autherities, I turned my
horse’s bead to Santiago, and left Lugo under
the esc 1¢ of this trusty bund. Besides the in-
dignation naturally cxcited in my mind by this
extraordinary proceceding, the personal inconve-
nicnce was extremely great as I had irtended to
visit Orense, and, re-cntermg Portugal by the
north-castern frontjer, explore those parts of the
Trazos Montes which 1 had not yet seen.

Santiago Iy in a direction precisely opposite
to Orensc, and as I had alrcady spent some days
in that oty, it had !mt the recommendation of!
novelty to counterbalance the gredt annoyance
arising from tlus compulsory cha.nge of route.
The soldiers were attired in the light-blue uni-
form which then distinguished the adhcrents of
the Crown ; and whitestasse]s, considered the un-
failing badge of a blanco, or white man, hunp
from their: caps. “ We are called t)lancos, ar
epithet used to designate the childien of pur
faith and loyalty,” faid a high- spmted young
soldiex, one of the most ardent Royalists of the
band. Divers®men and mules followed in ow

12
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traia, and dkaa encq(mbered, our progress was of
necessity extremely slow,Jand was moreover in-
tersupted by frequerft orders from the sergeant
4k halt. Two soldicrs, whd*had cvidently received
injunctions to ‘keep up with my horse, walked
constantly by my side. Our route lay across a
wild heath tract, then lighted up by the last
splendours of a setting sun. \

‘We arrived, at a laje hour, on the confines of a
small village, and stopped at the door of a ruinous
building, forperly belonging to the government,
but ncw ysed as & resting place by the few travel-
lers who wandered over those unfrequented wilds.
‘We were receiveg by its only tenant, an old wo-

an, whom the superstitious terrors of an carlier

re would have invested with the character of a

reeress ; for her arms were bare and withered,

er visage wrinkled, and shr was surrounded by
an awful and appropriaté number of cats; and
indeed she was actually regarded with a strange
mixture of vénccation and abhorrence by the
neighbouring peasants. The night was dark and
bitter,"but wo dispelled the darkness and the
*5ld by heaping ample supplics of heath upon the
‘re, which blazed high, and sending a thousand
orruscations over the huge rafters, lit up the
.oomy recesses of the old building. There were
enshes, but not a single chair 3r table in the
partment; candles we had none,for the «“Lady
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Sovcerces” doctared, that she roso aththe break of
day, and retired to Yost'when the gun went down ;
and moreover cxpected herguests to’adopt dier
primitive habits, for thi.‘, she said, was what God.»
intended. «¢Or the Devil?” muttred one of the
seldiers, aware of the imputations that attached
to our antiquated hostcss Provisions we ap-
peared for a long time to have little prospect of
obtaining, but at length, affer several foraging
expeditiong sgpme black broth, “meminisse horret,”
was brought in a wooden bowl, gagnished with
bred of the same Tartarcan hue. 'The soldicrs,
with the delicacy and gooll-feeling eminently
¢} .racteristic of the lo“ er orders jn Spain, offered
me all the scanty provision they could procure;
nor did they appear to desire that any part should
be reserved for themselves, although they must
have grcaﬁy stood id need of refreshnfent, as
they had been marc! ing from foue till eleven’
o’clock at night, over a rugged country. Of course
I divided equally aur little store®aftd it was plea-.
sant to see the grateful fecling excited by this tri-
fling mark of consndcra.tum But the candidates
for a share of the supply were very dispropor-
tioned to the amount in possession, $o that the
proeess of distribution became ludicroys, and only
furnished a practical proof of the infinite divisibi-
lity of matter. .

Though mos®indignant with the potentates of
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Eugo, { eouﬁ not g(ntertuin duy hostile feeling
aguinst my travelling companions, who were free
from any plarticipation in the foolish acts of their
&rperiors, and were merely their unwilling instru-
ments. They evidently believed that I.was guilt-
less of any serious offence; but in spite of this
general " impression, I perceived that strong,
though short-lived suspicions, occasionally passed
through their minds, While thesc feelings pre-
vailed, though still respectful in inanner, their
countenances,were scrious and even clouded, and
they seemed absarbed in thought; for these ften
were sincercly attacMed to the Royal cause, and
would have loohed with horror upon any agent
of the Constitutionalists.

Throughout the journey they tried to soften
all that was disagrceable in the peculiar state of
our mutual relations, and invariably trcated me
with respect.c Had their conduct been different
my situation would have been intolerable; for,
having reccivel positive injunetions never to lose
sight of me, I was not occasionally, but constantly
in their society. It is true, they placed the least
possible restraint upon my actions, and were ever
ready to sakrifice their inclinaticn to mine; still
they were serupulously exact in the execution of
their orders If I wished to inspect any objects
_ of curiosity near the places where we halted, they
were always willing “to accompady me, however
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fatigued they might be; wilen I r“l!d to my:
apartment, if the subdivisions of the miserable
hovels, at which we stopped «deserve the name, L
was regularly attgnded by a guard; mdeed. on
horseback gr on foot, asleep or awake, a wate

ey avas ever fixed upon me. No man, who has
not been the object of such unremitting vigilance
for some days together, can at all conceive the
nervous sense of moral oppression which it at
length indyees. 1t depresses the spirits to an
cxtent not Justlﬁed. by the cause, it weighs like &
night-mare on the mind and tortures it, as water
dogs the human frame, whenedrop falls after drop
w .a the same part, producing u'nta.tlon solely by
its continuous actich. When at 1ength released
from tlis vexatious thraldom, I can hardly ex-
press the pleasure of finding mysclf restored to
the enjoyment of my yolitary chamber.

But I am digressing.*—The soldigrs and mule-*
teers were ranged on the benches in our ruinous
abode, and I had yade a seat of heather for my-
self within the fireplace under the huge chimney.
Manuel, my Portuguege muleteer, was becoming
reconciled to the loss of his Supper, by the oppot-
tunity it afforded him of exulting im the supe-
rior comforts of his own country ; a.nd he loudly
declared, that he had never seen & land so utterly
degraged as (lallicis, or so evidently, branded
with the Divine displeasure.® I began to fear, his
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nations] antipathies'would light up the torch ofl,
discord among our Spanish allies; but althoug]r
his Janguage was streng, he was probably a

oS the lengths to which he coyd safely procced,
as I observed that he avrted, more than once,’,
their rising indignation, by a well-timed and
humorods sally. My friend, who had declared him-
self a blanco, was a high-spirited young soldier,
eager in his manner, and unmeasured in his ex-
pressions; but the Corporal posscssed the most
varied humour of the party. He was an admirable
mimic, a.n(l amused us by a scries of lively obser-
vations, and practicabjokes. Secizing one of opr
Jandlady's cats, he convulsed the circle, by making
poor puss respond to his questions by a whine
that was mournful in its tone, or cager, or indiffe-
rent, according to the nature of his interrogatory; a
feat which he contrived by pressing the Side of the
#nimal unpergeived, upon which it naturally cried
out, and the peculiar intonation of that cry varied
according to tkessuddenncss and degree of the
pressure applied. The trick was cleverly managed :
it was not cruel, as the crgature did not appear
tossuffer, and the cffect was inconceivably ludicrous.
Yet beneathsthis wild buffoonery, 2 mine of decp
piety and enthusiastic feeling lay concealed; a
disposition less apparent in his conversation than
in the fervour of his manner, and the prostration
of spirit with which he approached wny holy relics.
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In passing through the confent o Marting
he spoke rather in gad and serious, than in bittot

language, of the Constitutiqualists who had vio-

lated the shrine. The Sérgeant, and leader of
the troop, a native of Cyptile, was imbued with o’
thy gravity of lus countrv; he was cold and cau~

tious. and said little; buthlthough he appeared to-
observe minutely allsthat tobk place, it was not
casy to discover, in the hard lines of his immove-
able countchamc cither the g general character of
the man, of the impression producud on his mind
by passing occurrences.

As the night wore oh, tha party closéd round
the roaring fire, and the conversation became
gencral. Bandiiti, a subject of ulfailing interest
among the lower classes in Spain, were first die-
cussed. They dwclt upon the plaided Catalan
who. couchtd behind gome jutting rock, springs
like a tiger on the thonghtless traveller, bids him
give up his gold, aud never bids him twice!
Nor did they forget the Andalysian bandit,
mounted on the steed he calls by some high
sounding mname and lowcs with the love that
other men yicld only to the ladies of theim
hearts; an outlgwed race, the genuine heirs of
old romance, whose courteous bearing still lends
refinement to their guilty trade, and invests their
lawless acts witl®the cluvalry of times lopg past.
Many a tale of thosc robler chiefs was told,

13



| 0] eanibiny {em. v

many o teatyvas recbrded of the Bold James of
¥adéntia, an extraordinary man, - the mingled
terror md.admmhop of his native district, when
gx puoed through it in 1822.

““'The soldiers now relgted his explmts with a
kind of gloomy pnde, they detailed his hais-
breadth, and. according’ to their account, miracu-
Jous escapes, with manifest satisfaction; and con-
trasted his deeds of horrible cruelty to the great,
with his unbounded” generosity to the poor. In
.those statements there was much” truth mixed
up with much romance: when I was in Valentia,
this powerful advemturer' paid the taxes of at
least five villages, or small towns, lying within
the limits of the mountain territory, over which
for years together he held an almost undisputed
sway; the Jocal authorities feared and feasted
him, and the poor loved and obeyed Mim as their

*lawful lord. , But the Spaniards were not allowed
to engross the conversation; our Portuguese
friends became gealous of the,exclusive attention
excited by these Spanish tales, and as they could
not match the famous James with any native
bandit of equal protvess, they touched a deeper
chord, andengaged the sympathy of their hearers
by tales of wild and fearful superstition.

They spoke of the distant Beira, and shuddered
as they pamed the Escolares, tfe dreadful wolf-
imipellers, the lonely wanderers eof the mountain,
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the servants of the Prince oi'dm-kner!-l Assum-
ing mortal shape. and seated on some lofty
pimmacle, they hail, with fiepdish'joy,.the snow-
storm gathering at their feet, they see it whiten
all the land and know‘thelr houg, of strength 18"
@wme! Subject to them, but terrible to all beside,
the wolves assemble at their viewless bidding,
and obey the sign that sends them headlang on
their desperate course. Woe to the hapless pea-
sant who has waked the vengeance of the Escolar,
for lo! the fMell-commissioned wolf comes down
upon his fold. His trusty dog, that never shrank
from mortal encounter; copesnot with sich unhal-
‘owed strength, and quails beneath the super-
natural eye! In vain his mastér points the un-
erring rifle; the bullet will not strike, or bounds
innocuous from the charmed skin. ,Flight is the
shepherd'8 only refyge, destruction waits upon
his flock, and desolation sits upon hjs hearth! *
But even in dceds like these, surpassing hu-
man power, the Spaniard woulds not: yield the
palm of merit to the rival Portuguese, for straight
an Andalusian, jealous for his country’s honour,
told how the robber-childreh of Ecija, in weal or
woe, conquering or conquered, still sretained by
magic spells their fated number of thirteen.
Conquered !— when were those children of the
forest conquer€d? for victory over them was not
success, defcatwvas not to thtm reverse of fortune.
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They: humu\ to the &mdmght encounter, thirtoen :
in aumber, stout men and true, as-ever wielded:
robber's blgde; *half died the dcath of men, yet,
coudted when the ﬁ'ay' was over, the band was -
Piind in undipinished strength, and thirteen.
manly voices answered to their chieftain's call!
What then to, them was triumph, or repulse, or
government, or law?* Strong in the guardian-
ship of powers unsecen, they mocked at mortal
might !

Amongst our party all had heard*of; none had
beheld, the ihfernal warriors of the wood; but
some had fecn the invylnerable Trappist * rushing
to war mounted upon his coal-black stced ; high
bearing in one hfind the sacred crucifix, and with
the other slaying at every stroke a rehel to the
Church and Crown, while heavenly troops unseen
averted gvery danger from }ns head, and Heaven
ieself directed, every blow.he struck. They too
had felt the earth quake like an aspen-leaf
beneath the irop {read of that unequalled steed ;
whose charge no son of man had ever yet with-
stood ; whose flight was swifter than the swiftest
argow; whose step smic’er “ faultered down the
stecpest pregipice ; whose eye sent forth at night
unnatural beams, to guide his master through the
deepest glodin, yet lure his rash pursuers to their

«
. ™A GuerilM leader, renowned for his extraordinary explpits in
-the great noxthern insurrectiof of 1822, .
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fate!. Hunger and thirst were to fhattfamu’i!
herse unknown; slgep never sealed his watchful:
lids; and oft the sullen death-beat of his hoofs,
distinctly heard for twenty miles aroung, palsied
the bostile sentinel upoy his midnjght watch, 0¥
sawe he was those dull dead cchoes-were the eer-
tain harbingers of ruin to® the camp, and well he.
knew, the first of thatpredestined host, who hears
the strange uncarthly sound, survives not the ap-
proaching fight. It is difficult to describe the
effect prodlticd by these wild tales, narrated at
the dead of night in a ruined building, by the-
doubtful gleams of a flickering fire, and atldressed.
wi.h all the encrgy of perfect faith to an audience
as implicitly eredulous. *

As the real history of the famous James, or
Jaime, is a curious illustration of the state of
socicty an® mianners prevalent in one.of the
wildest and most rematoe districts of Spain, I will+
again for a'moment digress, to inform my readers
of the singular kind of governmgn$ whigh he es-
tablished, and for a long time maintained, in the
district subject to his authority. YWhen I was in
Jaimd's territory, poor J aimeYvas, for the.moments
in a situation of great difficulty and digtress. He
had just declared for the Royal cause, and the
government of the Cortes had in cobsequence
dispa.tc'hed a coffsiderable forge against him, had
driven him intosa mountain,fand hemmed him in-
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by & cordon'of troogs. The deepest snxicty pre-
vailed in the villages which practically acknow-
d hissupremacy, and which for many years
considered their dllegiance to the King of
“Wpain as secondary to that which was owmg to
King Jaime.

In ormre respect, however, he stood in a very d:fo
ferent position from'that in® which monarchs are
generally placed with reference to their subjects.
He paid their taxes for them, and they repaid
him by secret co-operation, an" a.rrangement
which by no means diminished their zeal.in his
cause. On arriving at a Posada in one of these
villages, I asked a young lad, who acted as waiter,
whether Jaimé “was altogether as bad as he was
represented to be. «Sefior,” said the boy, sud-
denly turning round with the greatest excitement ;
“Jaimé is a man of spotless faith ard honour.”
«Nay, José,”, said his Father, a cautious man, and
naturally alarmed lest his son’s unguarded zeal
should have Letrayed his rea) prepossessions to
an enemy, “ You speak warmly, as you are wont
to do on subjects wholly indifferent to you. The
Sefior observes justly, that Jaimé is not so bad
a8 he is said to be.”

We were then in the month of May, and the
night had “all that heavenly calmness which is so
“bewitching in a southern clime. 'As I lay awake,
the sound of muskeiry, produced by shots ocea-
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sionally exchanged betweeh the partisans of
Juimé and the Government troops, mingled,
strangely enough, with a geremide of pemhat
sweetness, which rose undér the windows of some
fair Spaniard in the syme stroet. At Orilmeif
Tsaw a player on the guitar, and spoke to him
about Jaimé. He at first’showed great unwilling-
ness to enter upon‘the subject; but at length
dismissing his fears, gave way to his feelings, and
spoke of hls robber-chief with the same enthusi-
astic feelmgs “which a Highland piper might be
supposed to feel for the head of his clan: for
Jaime, though wild and lawless in his habits, was
fond of minstrelsy and generous to the bard.
He had also ballads recounting Jaimé’s heroic
deeds, that at the moment in question it would
have been death to recite, which gpld could not
extort, bu? which might have been won from the
easy minstrel by expressions of syrgpathy for his
endangered chief.

Jaimé escaped the perils which ¢hen environed
him, and flourished for some time longer, the
pride and terror of the district ; but was finally
taken and executed after 4 prosperous reign of
nearly twenty ears. He appears to have been
& very mixed character, possessing in a great
measure the virtues and vices of a chieftain of the

middle ages. “He was liberal to his, followers,
and cruel to his enemies ; But even towards them,
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be showed upon occfsions a magnqmm:ty worthy .
of the heroic age. He had a peculiar pride in.
protectmg that portion of the population which,
adbiered. enthusmstlca.lly to his cause; he would
“®ifich with his spoils the most devoted of his
subjects ; and it was said, that in some instance.,
where an attached couple, belonging to families .
friendly to his partisahs, had been prevented from
marrying by the want of a certain sum of money,
he would remove that difficulty, bestow on the
fair damsel a sufficient dowry, and”suddenly ap-
pearing in his robber’s dress on the evening of
the marrifige festival, would assist in the dance,
_lead down the blushing bride, imprint upon her
check a salutatioff which, under the circumstances
of -the case, conjugal jealousy might well forgive,
then resign her to the bridegroom, and disappear
amid the Toud applausc of the delighted peasants.

« These dazzling acts, partly the sallies of a na-
turally generous, though ill-regulated mind, were
perhaps, in a still greater degree, the result of
calculating policy. By. occasional acts of this
kind, and by permanently, though not ostensibly,
charging himself witk the taxation of the neigh-
bourhood, hg cstablished himself iy the affections.
of the people, and Lecame invested with a real.
power and securityswhich no mere superiority of
his marauq.ing force, cither in numbers or disci:,
plide, could have long cnsured. When danger.
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drew near, he had the carlicst intimation of itq'
approach ; and when it at length enveloped him
in its toils, no means were deft untrid by bis
faithful suljects to.famhtate his escape. He Vah g
sevcrnl timgs hemmed {in by th¢ Government
troops, who, despairing to sccure their prey by
any other means, formed ag they imagined, an
uninterrupted cirele around the place of his retreat,
and deterr.ied to compel hign to surrender by
the slow, but sure, effects of famine. But even in
these perilous circumstances he was always won-
derfully assisted by the affection of his adherents,
til! at length, availing limsclf of some local and
womentary negligence of the blogkading troops,
he broke through tl line, and to the rage and
surprise of the soldiers gave signs of unabated ac*
tivity, by a sudden descent at the hicad of his men
in another Part of tlicedistrict; seizing, perhaps,
some obnoxious and athazed Alcalde, carrying °
him off to the mountains, and only restoring him
to liberty upon the meceipt of an effortnous ransom.
These frequent escapes, when all hopes of elud-
ing the pursuit of the {roops scemed desperate,
and his almost simultancous appearance in a dis?
tant part of the district, gave rise at length to a
* belicf that no matcrial obstacles could impede
his progress, a.nd that he was gifted with a double
presencg of an mexphcable and fearful character;
any poor AlcaMe who, intimidated or bought
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aver by the Government troops, had swezved from .-
his-allegiance, was not reassured by circumstances.
that would have given confidence to a stranger;-

« et a8 the aecounts of Jaime's situstion became.
more hopeless; so, in pyoportion, he. felt an in-
creasing fear that the door of his dwelling might
be suddenly’ forced, and the ubiquitous Chief
appear at the head of his armed men.

During the stryggle against the Cortes, m
favour of the King, he sometimes. when severely
pressed by the Government troops, entirely dis-
solved hig band, advised each man to take a sepa-
rate path, and comnfanded all to mect again on a
stated day and }our, and at a stated place. The
appointment was generally ‘well observed; and
that Guerilla force, which a few days before was
almost crushed by the advancing troops of the

“Goverttment were now perhaps hovering on their
Tear, cuttmgf‘aﬁ‘ their supplics, and thinning their
numbers by a constant war of detail.

-This maratding. Chief was-as remarkable for
the reasoning vigour of his mind, as for his per-
sonal courage and dexterily. He was aware, even
#h the early days of his career, that to ensure his
power he nust temper his pursuit of plunder with
a forbeargnce seldom exercised by men of his
profession; he felt that a system of immoderate
rapine wouldeltherdrvert thepassageoftlw
sputhern and esstern provinces® of Spain from
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e
his distriet, into other channels of communication,
so as entirely to elutlc his grasp, qr would, from
the extent of the evil, produce a detefmination
on the part of tha Government to suppress his

.%3 er at any cost.

nder this impression, “while on the one hand
he sedulously courted the goqd—vnll of his neigh-
bourhood, on the other, he scldom robbed the
trader to au, great eatent; put rather levied a
tribute upoy lys goods, which, considering the
lawlessness of the act, did not bear a very unrea-
sonable proportion to the whole. As sope com-
pe ‘sation for this attack upon his purse, the
traveller had no reason to fear any, further moles-
tation from the gentlemen of the highway, not
only i Jaime's territory, but for some distance
beyond the limits of his rccognised domain. He
conversed f;ccly and” good-humouredly with the
plundcred merchants during the exgmination of
their goods by his partisans, offered them cigars
to smoke, and winc from his embtofered goat's-
skin to drink ; and although the tribute or black-
mail was very much leyied by rule and propor-
t'ion, he courteously attended to any particulaf
wish expressed, 4nd affected a generous contempt

* for petty profits.
By this judicigus self-restraint, and by his local
populaxity, which he kept nhve by pandering to
avery interestod® and to every grateful feeling,
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ha-maintained his.theone for g0 long a time. He
wp4 . man of gextraordinary resource, designed by-
pgture to%ct a better part ; under other circums
. Wances he might heve been the saviour, instead
“of the acourgl, of his cquntry ; he was, however,
8 personal address and mental energy, a mag+
nificent gpecimen of the robber Chief; yet there
were some dreadful pa.ssages in his history. A-
firm observer of hjs word once plighted, he pu-
nmished treachery with a ferocity syitgd only to a
sayage state of society; and is said, on one oc-
casion, to have buried ahve the unfortunate vie-
tims of his suspicior. :
-But to resume my narrative.—The night was
far advanced when a loud knocking was heard at
the door; two servants being admitted, announced
the approach .of their mistress, the most influ~
ential person Th the immediate neighbourhood:
“Directly afterwards she ‘appeared, followed by a-
train of domestics, and evidently decorated to
the utmost adventage. Her ¢'ross was extremely
antiquated, but had been gorgeous in days of
yore; it was, I have lit{lo doubt, an heir-loom
M. the family, and had probably been wom by
herself, and by her maternal ane,estnrs.a for some
generations past, on every solemn ocession. The
soldiers ' received her with ever)rdﬂ&omtmhon-
of :formal ‘respect. . The'stately dame began by
saying, she hag onfy:just Been snformed that a -
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party of troops engaged in the Royal service were
quartercd in a misergble building n¢ar her house.
She expressed her hopes, that no circfmstancek
displeasing to his Majesty’s government had gives
.rise to such.an unusual r‘ccurrence' she trusted,
her devout aspirations on this head wopld be con-
firmed. but at all events estccmcd it the bounden
duty of a loyal sub_]cct to congratulate the troops
on their saic .rrival, and to asgure the individual
entrasted wigh, *hc command, that the loyalty
which had ever distinguished her family had suf-
fered né diminution in the person of their aetual
rey vesentative.  She concludet] by dccla.rmg that
Ler house, her grounds, and ell Jer goods were
at the entire dwispostl of the King's troops, as
long as they remained in the neighbourhood’
The Scrgeant answered in a strain as formal and
polite, and iR languaga far above his station: he
thanked her for the affection which she bore the
Rojyal causc, and for this mark of attention to his
Majesty’s servants. e spoke in gtatifying terms
of the proverbial loyalty of her house, and wished
that his Majesty possessgd more supporters, true-
hearted as hersclf, in these’ degencrate times,'
when, in too many instances, the son had fallen
‘away from his father's faith. Heo touched lightly,
and with address, upon the object of tho expedi-
tion, and coneludéd by declining her offer of accom.
modation, as the night was Yar spent, and his
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#reops were abliged {o renew thair march at break
of dky. A profusion of parting compliments weve
‘then exchanged, which, time and place considered,
mere ruther entertaining. The door was then
Opened

“Wide and high,

To lpt the Queen and her train go by.”

Two menials went forth in advance to clear the
way, and after them pated forth the pompous
dame; then all her attendants followed; but it
‘must be confessed, their ragged attire spoke ill
for the fortunes of the loyal and illustrious line.
She was, no doubt, a worthy soul, though not
to me “ her lips imperial ever spake;” indeed, she
scarcely deigned to look oh a suspected traitor.
‘After her departure we retired to rest; I slept
upon some heath in a shed that opened into the
hall ; ¢he soldiers collected around the only point
of egress, to prévent thé possibility of my escapb ;
scattered some straw on the floor, and placing
their arms Weside them, lay~down to enjoy a few
houre of uninterrupted repose.

The following morning was intensely cold ; we
‘quitted the old building soon after sunrise, and
travelled for some hours over aﬁm generall
wild and barren, but varied by vollitmal patchez
of cultivation. In the middle éfthe iy we halted
at & small village, where some ‘eold fish and bad
wine were broughf me by an did woman, whose
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$ace waa furrowed with wrinkles, but axisated by
sn expression of the most active bsuevolpues,
and by eyes of the lightest blue. She whispernd
in my ear, unpercciyed by the soldiers, “ My %.
the King is as good as hemgrent but m:uyap«
pressions arc committed in his name.” The ek-
treme scnsation produeed by our arrival at every
village or town throdgh which we passed, wans
the most di.. grecable cn'cumsts:we resulting from
my peculiar .posxtton Upon those occgsions the
houses were desérted by their inmmates, who flocked
around® our mules, eager to see us, and to ascer-
ta‘n the motives of our journey. The resentment
v1 a mob is unpleasant; their commiseration is
still less supportable. The peopre were always,
at first, inclined 1o espouse my cause, and somes
times expressed their disapprobation gf my arrest
in audible fhurmurs 3 but 1t was curious,to ob-
serve their instantaucous revulsion ,of feeling, *
when acquainted with the gencral nature of the
charges preferred against me. Thas word négre,
that single, fatal, damning word, sufficed to con-
vert the general sympathy into abhorrence, and
as it crept from mouth’ to routh, the peasants
shrank from sllantercourse with a man weighed
'down by such % heavy accusation. In the great
towns, & aégre dimply means a Constitutionalist,
but among the hnmstructed peasantry of these
secluded districts, it is undefstood in its litesel
"
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and a dark gnd mysterious sigpification
ig aftached to the word. Mere too it is applied
jto the Gonnhtutwaalxsts bpt is also associnted
J.Bv the popular mind with undefined ideas of an
infernal trafiic, of secret clubs of Freemasons
holdmg an apcurscd ihtereourse with the- great
Author of exil and, cntcnng with him’into positive
compacts against the Holy Church, and against
the King, God's delegate upon carth. Such an
imputation creates a degree of horrgr among the
sxmple Gallicians, which can scarccl) be conceived
in the cnhghtoncd state of British society, and
can onl) be compated to'the harroping scnsation
formerly excited in our own country by a charge
of sorcery. Tt severs at once the firmest friend-
ships, and cancels the nearest ties. Under the
influence of thls gloomy belief, the young bride
has denouncéd the husband of her love, the child
has fled frqmn the polluted couch of his gm}ty, but
expiring, sirc; and the parent has driven from
his protecting woof the son who knew not where
to screen his head from the fury of the elements
and the more pitiless pursuit of man. As any ac-
wordance with the views of the Constitutionalists,
any intercourse carried on mt}v(h or any as-
sistance rendered to an mdmdunl of that pa‘rty,
is an unfailing sign’of a négro, this superstition
is natirglly encouraged by the p?iesﬂlood of these
Iotiely districts; indeed it becomes under their di-
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rection a most formidablc engine; it confers upon
them a kind of omhiscience, by making them ac-
quainted with the most sctret undertakings of
their political cnemies, and mvests them with ¢

Zpecies of enmipotence,, by the power with which

it atms them of enhsting every moral gnd reli-
gious feeling against,their apponents.

I said that the people were, at first, disposed
to espousc my cause, a cireumstance that sur-
prised mce ar,any cxpression of public feeling is
unusual in countries subjected to a despotic go-
vernment, particularly, in th(. mesence of troops.

¥ at the people, especially T the remote parts of
Spain, havcebeen always kept in subjection rather
by the force of habit, and by their regard for
ancicnt usages, than by the opemtlon of any
regular poJue  Their obedience has been the
result of attacinent™ the Church retained its asy
cendency, beeause it was venerated®and beloved
by the people, the King was cnabled to prescrve
entire the despot®e forms of the old monarchy,
because, however defective in theory, they were
still in unison with thematiopnal fecling. For the
same reason, the old government maintained its
authority over the whole kingdom, while the de-
crees of the actual administration are disputed
within thirty rgiles of the capital. The conspi-
rator against the ald order of things could rarely
escape from the interior of the country, though

K
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he travelled by night, and hid himself in caverns
by. dqy On the contrary, the bandit and the
smuggler tot unfrequeptly mix freely in socioty,
g roam undisturbed over the scene of their
outrages, because they are, comparatively, bly_
little obnoxious to the gublic feeling. :
The Llnaracter ofsethe olg French police was
‘deservedly high, and with reference to the detec-
tion of ‘ordinary crémes, no comparison could be
fairly instituted between the poljge of the two
kingdoms; at the same time, I believe, that under
the old gystem, at least,in the provinces, the
Spanish police would have detected a conspirator
against the Crown with greater certainty. 'They
-worked by means, perhaps tnsuited to the dis-
covery of common offences, but peculiarly favour-
able to the Hetection of crimes of a {reasonable
Jnature.® On thesc occasion#’an almost omniscient
priesthood stipplied them with the most accurate
information, and every peasant, from loyal and
religious mofivés, becane a®policeman in the
King's cause. But they found it impossible to
excxtc a similar fecling against offences which
Were not peculiarly abhorrent to the popular
mind ; and, where the same feclifig did not exist,
of coursc. the same zealous co-operation could
net be secured. The Spanish police was there-
fore compelled, in the pursuit, of ordmary crimi-
nals, to fall back upon their own Tesources, which,
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for general purposes of investigation, were feeblé
and imperfect, when compared with those of the
old French police. So that’in Spain, by a great
apparent contradittion, the commgn offenderfred”
-«quently evaded the pussuit of justice for ycars;
while crimes aimed direotly agains} the. throne,
however adroitly concealedstvere often detected,
and punished with a rapidity which, in the eyes
of the pcuple. resembled th® instant judgment
of an offefdesh God. It may however be ob-
served, that in those parts of the country which
have latterly become «a freguent scene of con-
s piracy and disturbance, the general perceptions
of the Spanish police have becSme wonderfully
improved. .
The Spaniard of the old school identifies his
own honoug, purely and entirely, with that of his
Sovereign. When, on a certain occasion, Kinge
Ferdinand arrested some individuals of name
and weight, w1thc.)ut assigning,agy reasons for
the proceeding, the arrest naturally became a
prominent subject of conversation at the market-
place of a neighbourinf citye  Such an exertign
of the regal aythority would probably, in Eng-
land, have at any time excited a resentful feeling
among the people; but in proportion as the act
was startling, amd arbitrary, and unexplained, did
the Spaniards think it right ¥orthy of their Sove-
»eign, and strutted about rcjoicing in the fulness

o * » K2
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8 hid"power, and saying with pride and pleasure,
« ¥ miicho, Rey,” ho is a King every inch of hirn.
Knd yet to such a ptople our liberal politicianis
" WoiM recommgnd laws and fhstitutions fitted
only for a nation of republicans. . -
* Before we gontinuedeour journey, we went to
a ncighbouring con¥ent to ec the real, or sup-
posed, skeleton of a saint, for I felt by no means
certain that Dr. Bickland would have declared
it a remnant of the “human form %ivine.” I
did not however betray a suspicion which would
have scarfdalized my Royalist friends, who were
greatly moved at the sight of this relic, and in-
dignantly point®d out some jnjuries inflicted on
itsby the Constitutionalists. « Mala fé, mala fé,"
said the Corporal, slowly and gravely shaking his
héad. s Spain shall be g(ymed by her King
al " addgd his wore impetuous companion.
While I was consuming my fish and wine, a
friar approaébed me. apparet‘ﬂy fatigued, and
said he had been travelling barefooted towards
Madrid to solicit an interview with the King, but
had not been allowed by the authorities to reach
the capital, and was now returning to his convent.
¥ requested him to partake of my humble fare,
which he declined. saying exultingly, « Behold, my
Son, the advantages attached tosmy holy profes-
sion,” and as he spole, he drew frgm his pocket s
Vadge of his order which admitted him into' sy
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monastery, and entitled him to a cell for, tha
night, and to a shate of the best provisions. As
the soldiers were on regular duty, the Sergeant
had instructions to leyy horses i.n the name g‘?‘
~Jhe Goverrment, and cogsequently applied to the
Alcalde of the district to.assist him in the execu-
tion of his orders. o )
. The appecarance of this worthy officcr of the
Crown was beyond description ludicrous; his
dress was lterally in tatters; he wore no, coat, but
carried on one arm the remnants of what had
been a jacket in his. youthful days, ¢hen past
some forty years; his waistcoat was of a faded
crimson; his shirt-.s.lcevcs, frome continual we@i'
and little washing, had assumed a most sombge
hue; his small-elothes, buttoned high on the
sides, werg full of gaping loles; so were his
siockings; the longh‘ags of his pockets resembleds
asses’ ears: the cnds of his shocs turned up
in front with a most extravagapt flourish, while
the heels were absolutely obliterated. On his
head he proudly carried a peaked cap, to which
was affixed the badge’ of affice, but out of all
modest proportion, so huge it was. .In addition,
. the cloth of his cap was twisted into a sort of
horn, which projected far in front, and was in-
tended to invest the official pigmy with a greater
#ve aid dignpiy, but unluckily it had’ the most
Memne effect imaginable. He scarcely attaiﬁo@
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five feet in height, but had elevated himself to
the standard of common men by perching judi-
tiously on a neighbotiring hillock. So stationed,
"je drew up his diminutive figure, and glanced
his litile eagle cyes aroupd with an expression of .
conscioys 1mPorta.nce, as he declared he would
forthwith promulgase his orders for the fresh
supply of horses, which the Sergeant demanded
in.the name of his &overnment. The Friar, who
was waggishly inclined. and disposed to abate
an excess of magnificence which completely over-
shadowed his own ccclesla.stlcal consequence, ap-
proached the little *Potentate barcheaded, and
with an air of deep hunuhty He said, that some
trifling crrors might have u'ept into his passport,
some necessary signatures might have been omit-
ted; in short in the dlsturbed state gf the coun-
Jdry, he’ was most anxious to obtain his Excel-
lency’s opinion of a document so essential to his
safety.
. The Alealde commended him for the readincss
with which he had voluntarily submitted his case
to the civil anthorities, reicived his passport, and
glancmg over it, assured him that his apprehen-
sions were well founded. . He observed that, by
tho last regulation, travellers were required to
ebtain the sxgnature of every Alcalde through
whose didtrict they maight happen to pass;*but in
$he passpert, then under his inspection, some imr
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portant signatures were wanting. 'This omission
would entail upon ‘the Monk tho payment of =
fine, which he, the Alcalde? would receive, and
apply to the uses df the state. After this exposi”,
dion of the law, he trusied that the Monk would
not encroach upon his vaJuable time by any un-
necessary delay, bute wouldeforthwith pay the
penalty. The Monk said in reply, he should of
course subinit to his Exccllemcy’s decision, with
the deferemice that became a poor Friar trans-
acting, business with a Person of his exalted sta.
tion; but feeling anxious to avoid amy future
irvegularitics, he implored his Excellency to
guard against the possibility of their recurrence,
by specifying the particular signatures omitted
in his passport.

The mag of pomp scemed much’ annoyed by
this audacious spirit of inquiry. At first 1 onlye
supposed that his dignity would not stoop to
debate, but his mcreasmg u)nﬁlsmn led me to

. weot -a deeper cause. Absurd and original as
the.‘eréature was, the solution of his embarrass-
ment really surprised the, far, like the great men
of yore, he proyed to be totally unacquainted with

. the art of letters. Supposing, however, from the
Friar's apparent doubts, and from his allusion te
eertain supposed omissions, that some informality
of that nature egisted in his passport, he had deter-
mined to takc advantage of this belief and ewact &
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ﬁne, which would certainly never haye been tram—
mitted to his Majesty's cxchequer. The Sergeant,
gommg us at that mdément, looked over the pass-
=port; and declared that the obly signature de-
ficient was that of the illustrious Alcalde himself:
p deficiency explained by his inability to write,
and yet reluctancesto expese his ignorance by
putting the mark required under such circum-
stances. The Sergeant then observed that the
Friar was legally cntitled to exact # fine from
the Alcalde, for having omitted to place hig mark
upon a passport regulanly forwarded to him.
This announcement” was received with delight
by the crafty monk, who had deliberately led the
Alcalde into this ridiculous scrape.  « Solvuntur
tabule ;" the little man abdnca.icd his hillock, and
sneaked off praying for merey, amid the shouts of
.the soldu,rs, “ quantum mutatus ab illo,” who
lately stood ‘magnificent, and said “he would pro-
mulgate his orders throughout the land.”

‘"We continued, for many hours, to pursug oyr
journey through the heart of Gallicia; the éoitntry
was wild and unfrequentédd, and the manners of
the people truly primitive, for they have little
commumcafxon with the world, from which they
are scparated by their mountains. A fine wintry

sunset was followed by a bright frosty night: at
a late hour we reachtd a venta, or solitary 'honsf;,
it was prettily placed behind a clump of trees,
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but rarely perhaps in the record of any traveller
has such an absolute hovel been dignified by ﬁxe
name of an inn. The principal apsrtment wds
picturesque cnough.  The *walls were blackened
with soot, and nexther floor nor pawement cov erdd=
“the .barc carth. As there was no chimney, the
room was filled with murky douds, shrough which
I distinguished an® old Woman, fantastically
dressed, looking like a witch, a.nd stirring up the
cauldron dcbtmcd 1o relieve “our physical wants.
Till I beeame in some degree accustomed to that
intolorable atmosphere, I fluctuated between the
arctic and the tropic refzionsg the clouds of smoke
“uflaming my throat and eycs, upeate(lly drove
me from the hovel, gnd the ugour of the external
air as frequently forced me back to my Tartarchn
cavern. As the soldiers thought themselves bound
to follow these rapi transitions, the inmates of
the venta must have sapposed us angaged in &
game of hide and scck; and, at length, the effect
became so ludicroys that I was oMliged to renounce
the ambulatory system, and sat, as the hapless in-
fidel is described to sit; in the emphatic diction of
the Koran, under a column 3f smoke neither copl
nor agreeable. « .

In the mean fime Manucl, my Pmtuguese
mulcteer, was making desperate love to a ponde-
rous damsel, whose appearance was by.no means
fa.vourable to the tender passion. I overheaﬂa
o k3
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thim tell her, that he fully expected to accompany
ameto England in the capacity of head muleteer;
and should his hopes in that respect, be realized,
was anxious to cmivey her with him as his
». Pride. He then attacked a 1ess youthful dame,
and asked her whether'the monks represented
their absent« husbands; with satisfaction to the
fair sex, and with credit to themselves? To which
she answered, with perfect coolness, « Vastly well,
indeed.” <« This ybung woman,” said Manuel,
addressing me, “is the daughter of a Friar.” I
asked her whether his statement were correct;
-and she” answered,- without hesitation, in the
affirmative.
- #gportion of the Galliciar peasantry abandon
thefr homes for many months in the year, and
seek employment in other parts of the kingdom.
Thesc poor men are proverbially industrious, but
“seldom realize much by their cxpeditions.

- I now retired to rest: my sleeping apartment
had ncither door nor windows, and its naked walls
were left in the primitive grandenr of brick and
mortar. The soldiers collected round the entrance
that led into this strange recess, and became
quickly engaged in a game at cards, but spoke in
whispers, apparently unwilling to disturb me.
I was, however, soon aroused by an altercation,
and heaxd the sold:ers evidently resisting some
proposal, urged in ‘a shrill and-tremulous tone
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by a person whose voice 1 did not recognise : the
cause of this excitement was whimsical enough,
and characteristic of the place and #ime. The
wife of a neighbouring pefisant had been apprlsed
of the cir cumsiunces under which & had arrived St
*the.venta, and was esttemely urgent to see me.
She declared that she hhd often heard ‘of these
horrid negros. hut hhd never chanced to behold
one of that impious scet. golw would not en-
danger hcr soul by tarrying ™ his company, but
confessed that her disappoiniment would be deep
indecd, if she were compelled to depart without
secing a sight she mfght yever have "an oppor-
«unity of witnessing again.

"The soldiers, whg, much as ﬂ'l:‘_) hated a Lon-
stitutionalist. were not under ihe influenee*of
the negro superstition, which was ghiefly, if not
entirely comfincd to the peasantry, were half dis-
pleased and half :wmused by this ghsurd inter?
ruption. 'They turned however a deaf car to her
remonstrances, which Lecame soepathetic that my
heart was touched, and 1 begged the soldiers to
gratity her curiosity. She approached we slowly,
crossing herself, and mutttring an Ave Mania
to shicld her, body and soul, during.the perilous
progress she was making towards that incarnate
devil, which she believed me to be. After gazing
for some timé, at a cautious distange, on the
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wbjeet-of her suspicion, she retrcated, voting me
inall probabilily a poor specimen of the hellish
brood, and disappointed at perceiving ncither
horns, nor cloven fooi, nor nostrils of fire, nor
. &ny unequivocgl symptom of the fiend.

The night wind was s¢ cold and piercing, that
I-had little sinclination to remain long. on my
couch of rest, though much fatigued by the day’s
journey. Early on the following morning I re-
sumed my place in‘the hovel, and was again half
suffocated by smoke. The soldiers guarded the
entrance, and as I was bending over the dire in
fancied sblitude, tracing figures with my stick in
the dying embers, and engrossed by the recollee-
tion of other times and fairer scenes, I was sud-
denly brought to a full sense of my actual locality
by a shrill ery of < Alms! alms!” which scemed to
proceed, from the very spot,where I.was scated.
“The petitioper was at first invisible, but after
much inspection 1 discovered a woman in the
murkiest corger..of the hut. ,She and her four
children were alinost buried beneath a mingled
heap of straw and rags. 'This strange applicant
fer charity proved to be the landlady’s sister;
her habitation was in filth and in darkness, the
atmosphere she breathed was the densest smoke,
her face, begrimed with soot, seemed hardly hu-
man, and Jier cry was like a wail from the infernal
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regions. Suchisa fau(hful Ticture of a Gallician
inn in the most uncivilized part of the province;
such the degraded state of its inmates,
e rest of the party gradually assembled, and
Manucl, my Portuguese muleteer,and a Galticign?
“peasant, werc soon cngaged in a warn discus-
sion respecting the Lord's Prayer. The Gallician
repeated it in a solemn voicc;*with uplifted hands,
and a countenance expressive of the most fervent
devotion; while Manuel, wifo was a native of
Ojorto and affected an utter contempt for all
religivus rites, declared that he had long for-
gutten the Lord’s Prayer; an avowal which
acited the utmost indignation in the Gallician,
who 1eproached hip in such bifter and unmea-
surcd langunage. that Manuel retracted the con-
fession he had just made; for, like many of the
Constitutienalists, among the lower classes, he
cu.citauned a strong though sceret belief in the
doctrmes of the Church which he pretended o
reule.  The Gallician treated hjs recantation
with such cvident incredulity and scorn, that
Manuel, stung to the quick, oftered to bet that
he could repeat the Lord's Brayer correctly. The
honcst peasanteaccepted his wager, but observed,
fair y cnough, that a man who had made two con-
tradictory statements in the same breath, might
possibly refuseeto pay his just debts, if declared
a.oser.  He thercfore requited, as a prohmmary,
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that, before the tridl, both parties should deposit
their respective shares in the hands of a third
person. Manuel acceded to this arrangement,
and the moncy was placed, at his own request, in
" #he %ands of the young womgn with whom he
had flirted so gallantly on the preceding eveyping.
Manuel repeated the Lord’s Prayer, and would
certainly have been adjudged triumphant. though
the Gallician disputed the correctness of a single
word; but while this <kirmishing was carried on
at the out-posts, the citadel was betrayed. The
young woman said, addressing those around her,
that Manuel had evidently won the bet, and that,
under such circumstances, she considered her
claim to the nioney superior even to his. He
had made her two promises, on the previous
night,—to make her mistress of all his goods,~—
and to take her with him to England.« These he
had clearly no intention.of carrying into cffect ;
the last, indeed, she could not oblige him to fulfil,
but she would tike good care that he performed
the first, at least in part. Saying this, she de-
parted, unperceived by the eager disputants, who
were only apprised of the failure of the bank by
a gencral roar of laughter. The Gallician was
thunderstruck, but Manuel’s emotion was of a
more lively character. He declared, that no
earthly power should induce him to quit the
hovel, till he had recovered the woney, of which
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he had been basely. .defrauded by'an infamous
woman. The Serg.eant however, informed: him
briefly that the time fixed for the ‘renqwal of the
march had arrived, and *that he must mount
his mule without,delay. A ludirous sceffe of2
‘protestatioh_. entreaty, and impotent anger, en-
sued. The inmates of the hovel refysed to assist
him in finding the young wbman; the Sergeant,
whosc muscles had not undergone the slightest
change, evidently thought it Beneath his dignity
to interfer, and calmly, but sternly, insisted on
his instant compliance with the orders to march;
wlhile the soldiers assured him that he had fairly
;on ihe bet, and if he had lost his money he had
saved his honour; a species of c8nsolation which
stimulated his rage. Meanwhile his worthy bat
somewhat stupid opponent, only Just recovering
from his amazcmcnt looked on in sllencc, half
displeased at a manccuyre which he..]ustly consie
dered dishonest, and half gratified by the signal
overthrow of his igapious adversery, for he clearly
saw that the affair concerned him not, as the
money would have been unanimously awarded
to Manuel. The enraged *Lothario was finally
marched off, but ever and anon he cast doleful
glances on the Gallician hut, where, severed from
his side, the cherished coppers of his affection

were snugly deposited.
. It may besaid that I have dwelt too much upost
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trifling occurrences‘ and facts leadmg to no re-
selte; but as the travelle? can only become well
acquainted, with the feelings and opinions of &
people, by observidg- their peculiar modes of
_t{mught, and . poticing their casual remarks; so
he can only hope to cenvey a faithful picture
of that. people, by communicating to his readers
those facts, however trivial they may be, which
have contributed to form his general estimate of
the national character: and this obscrvation is
perhaps applicable to a far higher specics of com-
position. The most uscful part of history iz often
the most neglected ; thereader is fatigued with
military operations, and treaties in endless detail,
while that which is fraught with a far deeper
interest to a comprchensive mind ; the progress
of society; the opinions entertained at various
epochs by the people, not only on politizal matters,
dut on subjects connected, with ordinary life; and
the relative degrees of civilization in different
periods; arc slightly alluded fo, or passed over
in silence. These considerations are deprived of
their due weight, mainly, I believe, because they
are best illustrated by details which the author
too often rejects as trivial and beneath the dig-
nity of historical composition. But I am plung-
ing into a discussion which I have no business.
to inflict on the reader of a Spanish tour.' I
will therefore conclude this little digression by

L3
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relieving him from the fear of .any: fm'theg detadl
connected with my Gallician expedition. :
As we approached Santifgo the character of
the country chanfed; the ground was besutjy °
fully undwlated, the yerdure delightful, and
streams of the clearcst water abounded, Man
was also cvidently higher in the scale of creation; ;
the Alcaldes of districts could always read, and
sometimes writc; their alanahg horns were mo-
dificd, and*the holes in their attirc became less
huge gnd numerous. As we drew near Santiago
I became extremcly amxious about some papers
i* my possession. A travcller sustains an irre-
parable injury in thc.loss of his jo#rnal, when it is
a summary of facts and observations, and a daily
record of ¢vents, and I remembered with uneasi-
ness the degtruction of iny notes durmg thc Cata-
lan Revolution in 1822 ; . notes complled with cares
during a long residence in the country. written,
too, at a time when Spain, reyolutionary, and
struggling, but still romantic Spain, had, in my
eyes, all the charms of novelty; when my own
feclings were comparatively feesh ; when my mind
was still under,the influence of recent and vivid
» impressions, and during a period of unequalled
political interest.
. Thad a smallemattress, the only luxury I carried
mth me from Qporto; though it had become s
torn and dirty, that I had, latterly, but seldom
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applicd jt to the purpose for which it was origins
ally mfen(led When first placed under arrest
at Lugo, I foresaw ‘that a rigid cxamination of
“ gy papers would eventually be instituted, and I
felt that the frequent gllusions to the Govern
ment, and to the state of the country, would con-
firm the suspicion ‘cntertained as to the motives
of my journey, and would probably render their
seizure certain. YUnder this conviction I made a
slit in the mattress, inserted my papers into the
opening, and had the separated parts sewed up
by my servant. This dewice might succeed with
the rustic police of Lugo, but 1 thought that the
more practisedtagents of the central Government
would explore every nook of my ragged bedding.
It was not, however, at this time easy to remove
the papers sccretly, as the soldiers watched my
«movements with unrelaxed vigilance, nor could
even my servants absent themselves from the
party for many aninutes together, without excit-
ing suspicion. Indeed, I found it difficult to com-
municate with Antonio, as any appearance of
consultation would have increased their watchful-
ness and defeated my intention. JIn this dilemma
1 resorted, unwillingly, to a disagreeable artifice ;
after our mid- day halt, and just before we mounted,
I desired Antonio to,arrange thecluggage on the
mule, 80 as to embarrass, without absolutely im-

peding, the progress of the animal, or rendering
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the assistance of a third persen necessar i
took the hint, and when we had proceeged a little
way I pretended to perceive, for the first time, the
confused state of the luggage. 1waxed wratbfu}
- and approaching Antonip, told lum, in Enghsb,
to disregard the feigned igritation of f my panner,
and to pay the strictest attention to every word,
as I should have no future opportunity of re-
peating my instructions. 1 then told him how
to remove ty papers from the mattress, to put
Manuel partially in our confidence, and, with his
assistance. conceal them in the hay withevhich he
fe 1 his mules. immediately after our arrival at
Santiago. .

Our conference was short, yet did not escape
the obscrvation of the soldiers; but they sus-
pected mno gollusion, as they saw my attention
exclusively and angrify directed towards the dis-,
ordered state of the ba.ggage My fears were,
bhowever, revived at the barrier of.Sa,ntmgo, where
we were delayed ’)) the Custom-Touse officers,
who insisted on searching my effects. The pride
of authority rescucd my papers from this fresh
hazard, for thg Sergeant declared that I was
. wholly under the military arm ; that he was bound
to consign me to the Captain-General of the pro-
vince; that, in 1py actual pogjtion, I was not ame-
nable to any cigil power, and he would' not tole-
rate the interference of any civil officer.  After
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warm discussion, we procecded through the city
to the residenee of the Captain-Gencral. He was
taking his siesta, and I was detained rather longer
dhar 1 approved of, in an aparunent opening into
the audience room. Hg was at length declared
too unwell to transact business that evening, and
soon afterwards the Sccrctary of Police came to
me, cxamined my passport, declared that it was
perfectly correct, and expressed his astonishment
at the conduct of the Authorities of iugo, whom
he denominated madmen. He said, he should
represent their folly and imsolence in the strongest
colours to the Capt.un Gencral, begged me to ac-
cept a thousand apologics, and restored me at onece
tp perfect liberty. This decision was reccived with
great applause by my Royalist ‘tompanions, who,
now no, longer my guards, insisted ypon accom-
pa.nymg me as friends to the Estrella inn. I was
happy to sce them in that capacity, and glad te
be rcleased from their perpetual vigilance. The
inn-was kept by a Frenchman, and was far supe-
rior in comfort and cleanliness to my last abode,
the Viuda San Valentina, though no familiar
visits from the great Patron Sding of Spain were
recorded i in its annals.
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I was now free; but when I reflected ypon the
ar’ itrary measures pursucd by the Authorities, in
summoning me to their conclave im the middle of
the night, and compelling me to undertake a long
and difficult expedition, during an inclement sca-
son ; when 1 remembered, also, the sfrict injunc-
tions to prevent my ‘cscape; my suddén and ,
unconditional rclease appeared even *morc asto-
nishing than my prekus arrest, I could not
divine the reasons which had in8uced those
worthies to send me so jealously guarded to the.
capital of Gallicia, and:Ahen,let ine loose in the-
streets, and bid me go about my business. Buf
hile I was musing on the strange tonduct of
men who secmed to be rather guided by caprice
than by any copsistent motive, another vicissi-
tude of fortunc yas at hand. Early on’ the fol-
lowing morning I was again placed under arrest.
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At twelve o'clock the Secretary of Police -called”
on me, apd requested me to accompany him to
the audience rooms yhere the Captain-general
a.wa.l.ted my arrival.

- Ifound Egum, the Captam-Gcneml of Gallicia,
in a lofty room, looking like an Inquisitor of old,
a black cap on his -head, and indeed entirely ha-
bited in black, sitting in a chair of state before
a long table covered with green baize, and sur-
rounded by officers, and persons connccted with
the police. We exchanged salutations coldly, and
I sat down in a chair immgediately opposite to his.
He broke silence’ by expressing his regret at
finding himscl? under the necessity of proceeding
with an inquiry, rendered indispensable by my
conduct ; but, in the first place, he thought it right
to urge me in the most solemn manper to make
.. 8 full confession of everyparticular. I said, in
answer, that no words could express the astonish-
ment produced in my mind by the extraordinary
conduct that had been adopted towards me; I
had been forcibly conveyed across the mountas
to Santiago, withqut having received the most
distant intimation of the rcasons which had in-
‘duced the Authorities to resort to such a mea-,
sure; 1 had been, however, last night, released,
and assured by the Secretary, ¢hat the Central
Government of the province wag both astonished
dand displeased at the proccedings of the police
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of Lugo. 1 was, therefore, much a;upnsed at his
Excellency’s address:

He answered, that the Secwtary was not then
aware of the sccretcorrespondenee that had taken
Rlace respecting me; or, that the Authorities of *
Lugo were acting in concert with the Government
of Santiago. The &cuetarv.bad mérely looked
at my passport, and fmdmg it correct had cen-
sured their proccedings, under ghe mistaken im-
pression thas my arrest had been founded on
some supposed informality in that document.
He concluded by urging me again, nost so-
leranly, to confess, as any cvation would be use-
less; for he assured me that every gct I had com-
mitted, every opinion*l had expressed, and almost
every word I had uttered since my entrance into
Spain, were known to ‘the tribunal of*the police.
From the emphatic tone in which he mafe this .
assertion, and from the déep attention%ith which
it was received, a stranger mlght have supposed
that he arrogated fb himsclf the poer of seeing
into all hearts, and that his claim to such a divine
attribute was acquiesced in by his retainers. But
in fact, this manner is assumed to surprise theé
unguarded cons.pirator into a full cotfession of

is crimes, by persuading him that he is sur-
reunded by an jnvisible, but overwhelming and
omniscient agency, from whose toils thete is no
escape. 1 rephcd with warmth, that I had no
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confession to make ; that I had not offended wit-
tingly againsf any law of Spain; that I conld
not have expressedeany disloyal opinions, because
I enterta.med none; and finilly, I called upon
hlm to state'the names of my accusers, and the
nature of the charges eprcfcrrcd against me. He
said, the chaiges were of the gravest kind, and
the accusers, persons in whom the Government
had the firmest reliance; but added, that it was
not customary to satisfy the accueed on these
points.

An gxamination then took place, extremely
curious, as it illi&trates in the most striking
manner the general accuracy and extent of infor-
mation, which the Spanish police are, or rather
were under the old system, cnabled to command
on certain subjects; it also impressed me with

_the occasional fallacy of strong circumstantial
evidence, 45, in this case, a multitude of trivial
circumstances, apparently led to one positive
conclusion ; the immediate inferences drawn from
the separate facts were often correet, whilet*  de-
duction from the aggregatc was completely 1 .se.

They evideutly belicved that I was a Spaniard ;
that, acting in concert with the Spanish Consti-
tutional refugees in Portugal, 1 had cntered
Gallicin to establish communications with the
malconténts, and ascertain the state of the forts,
and the general disposition of the people pre-
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vious to an invasion. I was surprised at tle
degrce to which my movements.had, been ob-
served, and questions whish I had asked in
different parts of the country, ngted down a
.compared;.and thus a string of facts had been
collected together, and’ yere eombmcd with so
much ingenuity, as jo cstablish agamst me a
strong presumptive casc of suspicion.

To give my readers some wonception of the
naturc of this singular investigation, I will insert
some of the questions and replies, nearly as they
were asked and answered ; at least, as shey were
conmitted to paper immediafdly after the exami-
nation, when they were still fresh infmy recollection.

Egnia, Captuin-General.—- “Arec you awage
that you have disturbed the tra.nquillitv of the
whole provinee of Gallicia ? "—« Certamly not.
1 thought that I hall passed throush the pro-e
vince without attracting attention, or giving of-
fence to the Authorntncs by wordor deed.”

Capt.-General—« You have: ass:gncd different
motives for your expedition into Spain ; a.nd have
entered the kingdom upen false pretences.”—+§
have not; nor cgn you make good your assertion.”

:The Captain-General turned slowly round to
one of the officers standing near him, and whis-
pered in his ear, The officer disappearced for a
moment;and thep returned with a heap of papers.
Eguia selected a few from the file, and resumed. *

L
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.; “Did not you bring a letter of introduction to
Pon ——?"—«1 did.” .

Capt.-General—%And to Don 7]
ﬂld ” o

Capt General —“To Don —— also, and to
Don —«Yes.”

Capt.-Gex’nernl.—rf‘ Did not you deviate from the
high-road, and cross some miles of difficult coun-
try to see Don ?”—«] certainly did.”

Capt.-General.—¢ Do you acknowledge your-
sclf to have been the bearer of a letter to this
effect ?”

He then read extracts from a letter addressed by
a gentleman in-England {0 a Spaniard, stating that
I was proceeding to the Peninsula to recruit my
health in its genial climate, and requesting him
to show me ®very attention.—* I certainly brought
a letter'to that effect, though'l cannot charge my
memory with the precise words.”

He then read another, written by an English
merchant at Oporto. It statcd, that I was on the
point of leaving that cily to explore the natural
bc:utws of Gallicia, and concluded nearly in these
Wwords: «He intends to ride ¢hr ough the wildest
part of your province. I wish ‘he would defer his
expedition till the summer, as he is much too late
in the year for your mountains, and must expect
bad weather and much hardship ; but he is fond
of enterprisc and scems callous to these consider-
ations.”
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“ Do you acknowledge this letter ?”—1I assented.

Capt.-Gencral.—* Perhaps you,willyalso agree
with me that the motivgse assigned for your
journey, in theses two letters, are not very, con;
Sistent 2 ’— This circumstance adm1ts of explaf-
nation.”

The Captain-Genergl bowed, with that peculiar
inclination of the head. which indicates, what, if
expressed in words would be, “d do not contradict
you, burt allew me to draw my own inference.” And
then, as if determined to overwhclm me by the
number of my own confessions, and by @ mass of
co' tradictory statements on tlla part of my friends,
he produced a third letter. whicle declared that
my chief motive in viditing Gallicia was the desige
of becoming acquainted with the remains of art
scattered over the provinee; that I was Jond of
Spanish lore, and sWould be glatlﬁed by thee
sight of any records which threw llght upon the
ancient usages of tho people. A fourth, and last,
was then summoned **from the vagty decp, which
stated, without any circumlocution, that my in-
quiries were chicfly, if not exqlusively, directed tg
the actual state of the country.

. “So that accordmg to the deposmon of your

friends,” the Captain-General observed, it ap-

pears, that ill hpalth which has forced you from

'your own countyy; a thirst for enterprise which

has driven you into our mountains; the Galli-
L2
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ciahs ds they were, and the Gallicians as they are,
have been cach successively declared the principal
objects of your expelition into Spain.”
., Jt:must be confessed that such conflicting state-
ments may well have appeared extremely suspi-
cious to pegsons so utterly unacquainted with
English habits as ‘the Spaniards. The fact is,
the greater part of thesc letters were given me
by the merchants of Oporto, just before I com-
menced my Gallician tour; and as it &s customary
in the Peninsula to assign some reason for travel-
ling, in.letters of introduction, all alleged some
motive, and probzBly no iwo persons fixed upon
the same; each writing what occurred to him at
the moment, or, what he thought most adapted
to the taste and habits of his correspondent.
Enghshmen, accustomed to roam over every
quarter of the globe, attath little importance to
the reasons which induce a man to undertake any
expedition howevcr distant, or foreign to the
ordinary route of travellers. But the Spaniard,
who never enters on a journey without having a
specific and personal object in view, becomes very
suspicious of hidden and ulterior projects, if there
be any inconsistency in the ostensible motives of
the expedition.

The Captain-General continued. “You have
chosen an extraordinary time of the -year to
ramble over our mountain-districts."—«I had
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no option with respect to time, as 1 must shortly
return to Lisbon.” *

. Captain-General. — < Yetewhile you travellt.d
through days of wontinued rain to visit ob‘scure
.placcs. that could posscss no mforcst in yofl"
cyes,” except in a pohtu;a.l pomt of view, you
neglected objects highly intercsting’ to an anti-
quarian. or to a man of taste. For instance, you
did not visit this very apartment.”

Now that audience-room was certainly fine
and well proportioned, hut had no particular at-
tractions to a man who had wandcred aong the
P aces of Turope till he wad gired of their very
names, and had scen apartments immeasurably
grander than the ofic in question. Tlowever, I
should not have advanced my interests by morti-
fying Spanigh pride, so policy kept md silent, and
T gave no utterance fo the thought which natu-,
rally arose in my mind. ) *

But although his allusion to, thnt particular
room was foundcd.on that little vamty which so
often induces men {o overrate objects in any way
connected with themselves, there was both truth
and shrewdness in the general observation. The

, desire of becoming acquainted with®the actual

state of the country induced me to undertake the
expedition, and, I constantly deviated from the
high-rohd to copmunicate with persons for whom
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I had letters, and to obtain the desired informa-
tion. As the English at Oporto were principally
comnected with the dliberal party in Spain, my
- letters were often addressed tc individuals, as I
“Wherwards found notomously disaffected to the
Grovernment a circumgtance which did not pre-
judice my inquirics,mas 1 made allowance for the
natural bias of my informants, and became’ ac-
quainted, through their means, with persons of
different opinions ; but it was eminentk; caleulated
to excite the jealousy of the police. They soon
discovered thét my inquiries were generally di-
rected to political smatiers: and it appeared, in
their eves, highly improbable, that 1 should en-
counter so much trounble for the sole purpose of
becoming -uinutely acquainted with the actual
state of political feeling in Spain.  They accord-
Jngly solved the difficulty, ‘by concluding that I
was one of the many emissaries who had lately
traversed Gallicia with sccret instructions from
the exiled Constitutionalists. Ilaving once de-
cided upon my vocation, they soon fitted me with
an identity, as will appear in the sequel. But to
resume the examination :—

Capt.-Gencral.— Your mqmnes were every-
where of a political nature. Did not you pay
great attention to the déck-yards at Ferrol?”—
« J-certainly beheld that great national wotk with
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considerable interest. In the eyes.of & Spaniard
such an a,dmiasion can, I think, be prt'ajudicia.l to
no man.’ .

Capt.-Gencral.e— « Did you not examine mi-
xutely the fortifications of Lugo ?"*—« At LagsF
certainly walked round ‘the ramparts and _exa-
mined some ancient masom-y, but wWas a.ccompa-
nied by the Governor of the town. The presence
of an officer. filling so high ,a post under the
Crown, ought surcly to havc protected me from
any injurious suspicions.”

¥ gum looked ammu,d af this rqmark but let
it ass. Alier a momentarygause he continued.
“Werc you not joined at Corunng by a dark man
who accompanicd you to the dock-yard, and Ae-
parted atter a #eaet consultation with you? Did
he not also call himself an English Fid-go?
Son.r years have lapted since any foreidn noble
has veen in Gallicia. Ts it probalfie that two
should mect acciaentally at the same time, at the
same place, and proceed together t8 examine one
of our strongholds?”—<«1 cannot say whether
such an event be probable, but thus it actually
occurrcd. My fricnd Lord C was driven jnto
Corunna by stress of weather, during my stay in
that town, and being desirous of sceing Ferrol
we joined partigs and proceeded to that port. I
remember no secret consultation. W@ certainly
dined together after our visit to the arsenal, but
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every word that passed between us might have
been reported to the Government with my entire
consent.”
. Capt.-General.—« Were you ot urged by some
&funds on boatd the steam-boat to proceed to
Lisbon by that conveyance, and did you not
answer, that {you zshould like it well, as you were
tited of travelling in bad \waﬂlcr, but that you
must positively see Gijon, an obscure place at a
great distance from Corunna, difficuls of access,
and possessing no interest or consideration, except
in a particular point of view; or, to speak mnore
clearly, except as a vace of descent on the coast?”

I have eaplained to the reader my reason for
wishing to sce Gijon; to the Captain-General 1
made no reply.

Capt -General—«Did not you engage a pas-
sage in & small vessel bound to Gijon, in spite of
the carnest femonstrances of your friends / When
the British Consul came down to the inn and at-
tempted to disuade you from %o rash an under-
taking, did you not reply that you were bent on
secing Gijon; and were you not solely frustrated
by a continuance of adverse and tempestuous
winds? C4n you assign any rcason for this
extraordinary conduct?”

I was rather at a loss for a reply, at length I
said,—I wished to sec Asturias; it is the only
Spanish province 1 have not seen.”
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Capt.-General —« Pardon me, Sefior; you have
stated in former conversations that yow have never
been in Estremadura.” « ®

T was really astonished at thisjnstance of the®
Captain-General's mingte information.—4 Your
Excellency is right,” I eeplied, “'and scems to.
possess a more distinct recBllection of my move-
ments than I do myself. I believe I have never
been in Estremadura.” *

Capt.-dencral.—“ You admit that you were in
Spain some time ago. Pray name the period.”
- During the years 1821 and 1822.”«

T.uc Captain-General obsdrved, that their sus-
picions were now confirmed, and’ acquainted me,
for the first time, with the exact nature of dhe
charges upon which-T had been arrested. It ap-
peared, that a gentleman of the name of G
had taken an active pari in the excesges committed
by the Constitutionalists during those years, and,
after the fall ofe the Constitution, in 1823, had
placed himsclf at the head of a band of partisans
and had carried on a desperate struggle in the
mountains, whence he had tiltimately effected his
cscape. He *was about my own age, and some
real or fancicd resemblance in my person to that
Chief had given rise to the belief that G-—— had
re-entered Spain, pretending to be ap English-
‘man. .

This idca was commun.xcatcd to the polxce, who

'i
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already viewed my movements with suspicion.

'They constquently made some peasants, who
had seen the Chief in question, enter an ina
‘y.h‘;re-l was sithing over the kitghen firc, address
me, and observe my features narrowly. These
men returned, fo their employers under the full
belief that I was the identical man. Their de-
positions were transmitted to the Government at
Santiago, which immediately fomalded instruc-
tions to the authoritics at Lugo to arrest me on
my arrival at that town, and send me to the
capital of che province.

The Captain-General then read letters from
several individuals, whose names he would not
diselose, but who all concurred in suspecting the
motives of my journey, and strongly advised my
arrest. 1 discovered some of the wiiters from
particular circumstances to which they alluded;
and perceived with regret, that in several in-
stances they were persons from.whom I had re-
ceived great attention.

Eguia dwelt much on my resemblance to the
Spaniards; the colour of my hair and cyes; the
darkness of my complexion : my general manners,
and even my habits, he said, were purely Spanish.
I pleaded in opposition, my forcign accent and
imperfect knowledge of the Spanish language.
He admitted my plea, but observed that these
were positively the only circumstances which
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favoured my claim to an English origin, and
being easily feigned, but slightly militdted against
the mass of evidence acéumulated on the other
side. He then declared his coneurrence in ﬂy'
" general belief, and strengthened dis final® argu-
ments by specific allusion’ to the Spanisle length,
and Lreadth, and bfackness of my whiskers.
Hearing mj-clf deseribed as totally unlike my
;:uuntrymep, and rather nettled at the remark, I
said, perhaps idly, that I had only one observa-
tion 1t make. The General did not hear me; but
the Police, in the true spirit of exaggefation, im-
1aediately informed him that*l had something to
reveal, and he, with, an equal rcadiness of appre-
hension, supposed that 1 was on the eve of makimg
a full avowal of my crimes. }e wayed his hand
to the persens surroyuding the table, to getire; a
signal which they most reluctantly gbeyed, only
falling back as far as the door, where they stood
cager to catch ewery syllable of the forthcoming
confession. The Captain-General, well pleased
that his oratory had at length prevailed, and fully
expecting some mighty difulgement, bent for-
ward with a most encouraging air, saying, that he
would listen patiently to every particular; the
police fixed their eyes intently upon me ; the nota~
ries regumed their pens, and a breathless silence.
prevailed. Bat when I was compelled to repeat
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the trifling observation which had given birth {0
such high rised expcctations, and which in fact
was only that Englishraen had long, black, and
‘broad awhiskers,in common with the rest of man-
kind, she amusement of .the spectators and.the
displeasure apd disappointment of the authorities.
“were truly ludicrous. A titter, repressed only
by the awe in which the Captain-General and the
Police were held, ran round the apartinent, while
Eguia drew himself up with a most indignant
growl, vastly annoyed at the pompous dismissal
of the spdetators, and at all the solemn proceced-
ings which had ushered in such a ridiculous de-
claration. This circumstance af,once put an end
to the examination, which had lasted two hours..
I returned to the inn, where I remained under
surveillance, and was visited in the evening by the
Intendant of the police, who communieated to me
Eguia’s final decision. He had determined to send
an express to Mrt Bartlett, the British Consul at
Corunna, desiring him to state whether he could
positively assure the Government that I was a
native of Great Britain, and the person whom 1
professed myself to be; and whether he would
guarantee the legitimacy of the objects I had in
vicw in visiting Spain. The Intendant added, that
in comsideration of the rank I might possibly bo
_found to possess, Eguia would, in the mean time,
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only require my parole of honour, and the -public
appearance of some friend, as fiador, *who would
be held responsible for my presence in the city.

During my examination the Captain-Gene:eﬂ'

* had.requested me to name the persons résident
at Santiago to whom I Mad deliveged letters of
introduction. 1 was ebarrassed by the question,
because I f-!t that, in the equivocal position in
which I then stood, I could hardly name an indi-
vidual without involving him in the suspicion
that attached to myself. A moment’s reflection,
however. convinced me*that the questiof was only
soked to aseertain whether Fshould attempt to
practise any deception. The Pofice had kept so
vigilant an eye on all my movements, that they
could not fail of knowing the persong with whom
1 had assoviated, angl would certainly bhave im-
puted criminal motives. to my friends, from ang
attempt on my part to conccal their names. I
therefore mentiomed some, and among others,
Don Louis R—.

When the Secretary had communicated to me
the Captain-General's decidion, he requested me
to accompany him to Don Louis’s house ; where a

' great, and, apparently, a very disagreeable sensa-
tion was produced by the appearance of the Se-
cretary of the police. The servant who opened:
the door, inste&d of showing us to the apartment
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where her master was sitting. retreated in most
admired disordér, leaving us in a dark passage to
make the best of our why into the parlour. _

« don Louis, who was transacting busincss, drop-
ped soe papefs from his hand, in the alarm.and
surprise excited by thé abrupt cntrance of the
dreaded functionary; and the strangers who were
with him hastily glided out of the room. His ap-
prehensions were not diminished by a peremptory
order to give up his papers, and particularly to
produce the letter he had received from me." Don
Louis placed this valuable document in the hands
of the Secrctary, who examined it carcfully. and
becoming in some degree reassured by the harm-
less nature of its contents, informed him of the
circumstances under which I had been arrested ;
and asked him whether he would Become my
¥iador, and oledge himself for my appearance at
any moment that the Captain-General might re-
quire my pregence.  He said tat, in default of
such an arrangement, it would be necessary to
keep me in strict confinement. The old man con-
seated, and my situafion became more tolerable.
It is true, that a police officer was alivays stationed
at the door of the inn, and regularly gave notice
to some of his brethren whenever 1 left the house.
They follewed me through all my wanderings,
keeping their cyes constantly uport me, but with-
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out any active interference, and remammg so far
aloof, that I became at length alrfost "indifferent
to such a mitigated surveillance.

During the remainder of the téme I spent af
"Santiago 1 ‘Was treated with the ufmost kifdness
by Don Louis and his son, and passegl many plea-
sant hours in their family “circle. During my
previous visi: to that city, the incessant rain had
left upon 1y mind a very unfavourable i impres-
sion of the surrounding scenery; but my opinion
was completely changed when I saw it under the
mavical influence of a’cloudless sky. Like the
countenance of a pretty child, ﬂnat.country should
be scen, not in teaxs. but in its laughing hours.
It cannot boast o those striking features whih
retain their grandeur under cvery, fluctuation
of the atiflosphere, .but has all those softer
charms, which rivet tne cye, when oad in sun-
shine, though totally lost in the mists of a stormy
day. The foregtound is variéd,eand beauti-
fully undulated, and the view is terminated by a
range of blue mountains which rise boldly in the
distance. 1 wandered almdst every orning #o
a picturesque Juarry, where I sat emjoying the

' prospect, till I perceived that my occupations
were minutely observed, upon which I deserted
my favpurite sPot. recollecting that even inani-
mate rocks muSt not be too much inspected in
troubled times; « etiam saga loguuntur.”
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The dominion of the priests was then absolute
at Santiago, and I was told that the outward
_indications of religious fecling had latterly in-
“ereased.  Before the revolution of 1820, faction
was asleep; the Church.and her partisans avere
not aware that the ground upon which they stood
was undermined, and that the ancient institutions
of the land were actually nodding to their fall.
The cvents of the following years opened their
eyes; the facility with which the old Government
was overthrown, and the evident intention of
the Constitutionalists, dwing their day of power,
not to reform, but to exterminate the priesthood,
awakened their inmost fears, and roused an im-
placable spirit of vengeance. They naturally
supposed that their existence, as a body possess-
ing rights defined and recognised by the state,
could only,be sccured .by rooting out cvery
vestige of principles cspoused by a party whose
hostility to theirintcrests was o deadly and un-
compromising.' Even the moderate partisans of
the Church, distrusting her actual strength and
conscious of the great though latent danger,
entered warmly into the measures adopted for her
defence ; while her more heated and enterprising
adherents fell into the errors of an age gone by,
revived the exploded doctrine, that men should
be proscribed, not merely for their actions, but
for their opinions, and loudly called for the re-
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establishment of the Inquisition, as the only en-
gine which could enable them to carry their giant
schemes into complete operadion. And yét, how-
cver cxaggerated®the views entertained by some
of fhc priestPood, they were, as a..body, clwagbﬁ
in a’war of self preservatjon, not of aggressmn
The progress of Cqpstitutional prmclplcs, and
the imminent danger in which the Church was
placed, during the revolutioneof 1822, had the
same cffec® upon their clergy which the growth
of the dissenting interest has in some degree
pmduccd on ours. Their cxertions fo obtain
infl .ence over the people wWere never so great
and sustained, as since they fely the danger of
losing it cntirely;®and in many parts of the
country, their labuure were at that time rewar (fcd
by a proportionable i increase of zealdus fecling.
In qm\tm«ro itself* the rites of publi¢ worship
had never been so solemnly perforindd, the pro-
cessions so frequent and integminable, or the
voice of prayer so continual in the streets, as
within the two ycars previous to my arrival
And cffectively, although the High Church party
failed in the struggle, then carrying on, to gaiff a
complete ascendency over the Crown, their power
was at this time inordinately great in the pro-
vinces, and frequently overshadowed the civil
authority. . *
This peculiar state of thmgs may be well illus-
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trated by a little circumstance. I was walking
one mornipg in the immediate environs of Sau-
tiago with an intelligenf young Spaniard ; he had
- been dmcussmg political quesiions with great
ﬁ:écdcgn ; he had alluded with regrét-to the fall.
of the Constltutlon he_had mentioned in terms
of unbounded censure the actual system of go-
vernment, and had even spoken with contumely
of the formidable Eguia. - 1 happened, in the
course of conversation, to ask him whether he did
not think that some of the cvils which afflicted
Spain might be ultimately,traced to the ceiibacy
of the clergy. Wegvere walking at the moment,
but he stopped cbruptly when I put this question ;
his face becanc flushed and he actually trembled,
but quickly recovering himself he answered, « If
the Captain-encral and the Police knew that I
had assented to such a proposition, the lowest
and darkest' dungeon in ‘the city would not be
low or dark enough for me.”  Yet this man, who
treated the gcneral system of civil government,
and even the actual authorities. with open con-
tempt, trembled at the idea of Leing supposed
to cast the slightest doubt, even in the most in-
direct manner, upon any part of the practice of
the Church.
But if the Spanish clergy, writhing under &
bltteriensé of unprovoked and recept persecution,
‘ were struggling to retain their empire over the
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minds of men by means not altogether suited to
the tolerant spirit ‘of the age; Spain's liberal
politicians, among the loywer, and often among
the middling cla¥ses; were far legs advanced in »
»the career-thnstmn chanty tl;an the gahﬁn-
niated members of the Church, and frequently
entertained notions of religious tofelatnon, well *
suited (o the days of the second Philip.

Democratic opinions are ne where more ex-
treme tha® among the Spanish liberals; but in
no coyntry is the philosophy of freedom, civil or
rcligious, less understqod. I remember talking
w0 a liberal in Valentia abdpt the Inquisition,
against which he declaimed with & truly patriotic
energy. That institution was most anmoying. he
said, from its interference with the frecdom of
private life; “I hate oppression i any shape,”
he continued, “ T ama friend to the human race §
if, indeed, there be a Jew among us,burn him, 1
say, burn him alive ; but interfegence with honest
men like you and mc, on account of our opinions,
is beyond endurance.’

Such barbarous and grqtesque dnscmpancws
between the most intolerant practice, and a pro-
fession of the most liberal opinions, are, of course,
among the higher order of Spanish libégals, cor-
rected by greafer information and great&r know-
ledge of the world; but the same utter miscon-
ception of the real principles of toleration actuates
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f.hen' conduct. The law, in their opinion, should,
in thcory, de ¢qually applicible to all parties;
but to act on the pringjple of administering the
rsame measure Of justice to th¢ opponent, as to
thé: ﬁvvnd of th(, prevailing policy, o the Carlist,
as to the Quccmte, waald be reprobated as an
indication of* positive weakness, or, more pro-
bably, resented as a proof of covert treason. The
notion of impartial dealing between man and
man, without reference to the politicdi opinions
he may entertain, is, in their eycs, a practical
mistake, attrlbutable only,to incapacity or col-
lusion. o

But I was spe a,'kmg of the cffects and extent of
the clerical influence, of whi¢h, even in my own
cxamination before the Captain-General, 1 per-
ceived some’ traces. I was reminded of some
questions, which T had wltamly asked, but re-
membered distinctly having only put them to one
individual, who, } have every reason to l)(.huc,
communicated them to the priest, by whom they
were transmitted to the police. I do not accuse
the Spanish clergy of violating the sacred trust
reposed in them at the confessional—of this T am
sure they arc incapable—but I do think they often
persuade their penitents to make, or at least to
sanction, any revelations the Chugch ‘may decm
cxpedn,nt and this course I thigk is pursued
still more where women are concerned. When
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.
the devotional fecling is strongly impressed on
the mind of a fair Spaniard, it supersedes evcry
other, even the deep-rooted passién of love; but
this excess of zogl is chmﬂy found in the remote )
Pprovinces. !

Under the influence of this engtossing fassion
the character of the Qp'tmsh woman becomes,
altogether changed. “If once persuaded that the
man she loves is conspiring against the Church,
every avegue to her heart, that well of deep and
inexhaustible feeling, is closed at once against
him ; * an unworthy system of deception, the off-
s1 ving of a false, but nét of agdebased principle, is
substituted for her former sm‘u-nt) she Lelieves
that her own, that hjs salvation, that the immmortal
weal of thousands whom his machinations may
endanger, imperiously require hep to sacrifice
every perstual feeling; to dive into his inmost
thoughts for the purposc of betraying them, anfl
to treasure up, and afterwards reveal, every care-
less word breathed in the hourk of dalliance, or
dropped in the unguarded moment of powerful
emotion.

During the civil war there were instances, of
women, misletl by their phrenzied attachment to
the Church, who actually received their unwary
admirers in the warm embrace of love, and even
in that hour of reciprocal passion, dealt the fatal
blow with a frm hand, but an agonized heart.
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These remarks only apply to those volcanic dis-
pasitions, &till, though but occasionally, found in
parts of Shain; over which religion exercises her
most fanatic sway, fnd to those particular cases
' m wb,rch the sefety of the Church is ronsidered by
the Prpassioned votarcss as imperlously opposed
to the dictates of the heart. Generally speaking,
love and rel:glon are twifi sisters m Spain, and
accord extremely well : in England, that land of
pure religion, a man of pleasure endeavouring to
engage the affections of a marricd woman system-
atically undermines every sacred impressioa, and
keeps out of sight all the't can possibly promote
religious zeal. In:Spain, he attains his object by
a different course ; religion ig too often made sub-
servient to his views, e frequents the holy fes-
tivals which she attends, the deep devotion of her
spirit liyes upon his lips; and if he cannot kncel
by her side in the long aisle, at least she knows,
too well, that his cye is upon her. Spanish deve-
tion is often attired in gloomy colours. I have
seen the antiquated dames of Murcia solemnly
pacing the public walks of their city with little
scourges attached to‘their dress, and knotted for
the purpose of self torture. But their faith is
- sometimes clad in a light and brilliant livery;
* «lg religion, amour, le parfum et les fleurs,” all
mingling in one flowery but delusive path.
Before I relieve my readers fibm any further
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mention of my Gallician advéhture, I must notice
an incident, unimportant in itself, but curiously
illustrating the vigilance of the Bpafish police,
and the intensc aguteness of their observations in
disturbed tiges. As the Indiaw discovess the

‘recent footstcps of an gnemy, om wastes *that

appear absolutely tracklebs to less,gifted eyes,
so the Spanish police follow their prey by indica-
tions so faint and infrequent, as wholly to escape
the perceptjon of less practised minds. I have
already said that on my first arrival at Lugo, I
took some refreshment in a small tavern at the
entrance of the town; *the bill being véry mode-
rate, and having no small cilange, 1 gave the
waiter as much for himself as the dinner had
cost. 'The man casually adverted to the circum-
stance before an agent of the policg, whose cu-
riosity was %excited hy a statecment that would
have attracted no attention from any, other indi®
vidual. He shrewdly remarked, that the act,
trifling as it mhight appear, was Yather the act of
a gentleman than of the little traders whe tra-
velled along that road, and put up at the inn.
He knew that they were well acquainted with the
exact proportibn which should subsist between
the amount of the bill, and the payment of the
waitcr, and would not have been induced, by any
accidental circifinstances, to have given.a fraction
beyond the nefessary sum. Under this impres- -
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sion,be entered tHe tavern, scated himself op-
posite to me, gerutinized my povements, observed
my gengraﬁ manncr, and soon became convinced
that I was the individual whosp gvpearance had
bt;cn Acscribed to the Police, and v })mm they had
been long cxpecting. He immediately commu-~
nicated to his superlors the result of his observa-
tions, and I was in conseduence arrosted during
the ensuing night.

T remember sco.ing a similar instancy of extreme
subtlety in the police, during a still more dis-
tracted period, for at such times cvery faculty is
quickened to a wonderful extent by an active and
perpetual sense of impending danger. During
the great northern insurrcction in 1822 T walked
from Irun to Fontarabia; and entering the town
explored it,and, being as*usual mistaken for a
Spaniard, was unmolested by any qftiestions. 1
‘might then,have retraced my steps unisuspected,
but wishing to obtain a fuller view of the glorious
prospect befere “me, I endeavéured to approach
"¢he ®edge of the cliff, which was separated from
me by a low wall. Being extremely short-sighted
1.did not immediately perccive & breach, through
which it wac perfectly casy to pass, but went to
the head of the wall and skirted it downwards '
till I rcached the aperture. 'This circnitous pro-
cess was qbserved by an officer of ‘the police, who

; instantly concluded that I was unWequainted with
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th place, consétuently & stranger, dnd, thereford,
4 suspicious charaofer. He jomed e, entered
into conversation, and ﬁnaﬂx gave me up to the
Authorities, bgewhom I was examined, and sent ,
back to Irynyynder an escort.

Bt to return to my *narrative. WhilG I re-
mained at Santiago in this gtate ofpartial free-«
dom, 1 was one day visited by a Spaniard dressed
in a naval uaiform, and appareptly a professional
man. JTeesaid, that happening to lodge in the
same house, and having heard that an English-
man of rank was detained under vexatious cir-
o ustances, he had tf\ought, himself bound in
courtesy to call upon me, and make me a free
tender of his servicas. We conversed for some
time on general subjects; his appearance was
highly prepossessing¥ his manncrs had the cour-
tesy and diftinction of high birth; he was emi.
nently handsome; his fine dark eyes often kindled
with enthusiasm, and a strong tmgu of romance
pervaded all ho sfid, and scemed irtherent in his
character. He showed me some verses to a Yidy
verses full of fire and feelipg, which he had ap-
pasently just composed, for the ink was scarccly*
dry. He dwelt, with an emphasis that was'irre-

*sistibly comical, upon every epithet sacred to
the Dulcinea of his strain, fot whom he scemed
to feel a chivalfous devotion, the true I8ve of the
widdle ages, which could not tolerate any com-

M
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petition with tho Sbject of its iddiatry. He was
@ genninefhild of rotmance, for engrossed by the
idea of*his absent ;mstress, and hurried on by
his poetic ardour, he never wozee refletted on
.smgula.r , Bppearanco which tuch unusual
frunkness of ¢ communication from a pérfect
stranger mubst havc.had in my eyes. Such was
the apparent character of the man; but I will
not conceal from my rcaders that a shade of sus-
picion respecting the real object of his visit
occasionally crossed my mind. I know that the
policc mpde use of various means {o extract in-
formation from suspected porsons, and frequently
employed agerts to elicit facts, and obtain admis-
sions under the mask of friendship, which could
not be cxtorted by any legal process. Now cer-
tainly the upparent openness and gencrosity of
thocha‘s character, and the unreserved nature of
his conversation, were highly calculated to call
forth some degree of reciprocal confidence from
a qt;a.ngcr, friendless and unatquainted with the
subtlo intrigues of the Spanish police, and the
circuitous paths by which they often obtam their
information. Other circumstances in some degree
strengthened this disagreeable impression. My
sitting-room was only separated from an adjoining
apariment by a door which was kept constantly
locked, and I heard, upon two difterent orcasions,
when engaged in conversation, a rustling near
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the key-hole, as if some persons on the other side
were in the act of listenihg. Upone inquiry I
learnt that the apartment wWgs occnpled by Sefior
Atocha ; but hewas frequently out of the house,
,and it is passi}le that others may‘im.ve tnl‘?’eﬂd-
vantage of his absence. “In his interview with me
he certainly led the copversation mdre than once®
to the cause of my arrest, but it is probable that
curiosity alone dictated his inguiries. I was un-
willing to attribute unworthy motives to a man,
upon whose open brow honour and truth seemed
written in characters tgo legible to be pistaken;
} t experience had taught nfe to distrust actions
which, under happier circumstanees, could have
borne no imwidious® construction. For at that
time friend suspected friend, and the father could
hardly place reliance on his son: insuch a state
of society, susplclon *becomes mnot an occasional
inmate, but a prevailing habit of the’mind; nor
is tlus the least .cv11 resultmg.from long-con-
tinued civil dissensions. w

A day or two after this visit, the Secretary of
the Police called at the inn, and requested me to
accompany him to the audlence-room, where”1
, found the Ca.ptam—genera.l enthroned. Eguia in-
' formed me that he had just received a dispatch
from Mr. Bartlett, the British Consul at Corunna,
declaring that .I was an Englishman, and the
person whom I professed myself to be, guarantee-

M2
»
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iug‘the leg'mmaoy of the objedl 1 had jn view,
dnd in short, confirming all my statemonts.'” He
was therefore pleasgd to tell me, that after such
an explicit decla.rutton from thenBritish Consul,
hMQld no longer entertain & debbt uponsthe,
sulject, as he was a ggftleman for whom hd-en-
tertained thd highest sentiments of respect.- My
mannct and appearance were, howewvey,’so de-
cidedly Spanish, that even now he was unable to
convinco the Police and others of a fast which thd
Consul’s positive assurance alone induced himn to
ercdit. Ho said that the disasters into which ¥
had fallen had beqp, toa great eatent, the resuit
of my own imprudent conduct; that the persons
with whom 1 had associated, ¢he political inguiries
I" had made, my frequent deviations from the
high-road, and my wild and’ rambling execursions
among the fastnesses, at such an unusual time of
the year, htd all confirmed the impression which
my striking regemblance to the outlawed chief
had originally created. Ho cohcluded by saying,
that as the Goovernment had resolved to liberate
me, I should probably be disposed to leave San-
tlago on the following day. I assured the €ap-
tain-general that I was fully prepared to meet
his wishes in that respect, and was anxious to
have my passport made out for Orense or that
very everfing. The allusion to Orense threatened
to produce a fresh commotion: looks of hotvor
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and suspicion were rénewed among the agentsiof
, the Police, and the Gaptain-general deglared that
the safety of the people. entgusted' to -his charge
rendered it alwelately necessary that I should
- [quit Spain, with all imaginable rapuhtyg L7l
road"to Tuy, the most*direct 1o the fifntier.
rcplied, that of course 10 rpason vwhich 1 “eould .
allege would have any weight with his Excel~
lency, if it were once. establisheq that my journey
to Orense would disturb the tranquillity of Spain ;
but as I bad actuslly made arrangements to
te-entér the Trazos Montes by the north-castern
fer atier, such a complete vamtmn from the.
route I had prescribed to myscl£ would be at~
tended with great personal inconvenience. He
had, however, determined that I should leaVe
Spain by the Tuy rodd, from which he requested
me on no pretext to wander; and, to prevent me;
from. holding communications with my supposad
adherents, he specified certain towns, and villages
in which alone I rfight pass the night. If found
in, Spain after the expiration of three days 1'was
again liable to be.arrested. He then expressed
. great anxicty for my safety, and recommended
me.go accept his offer of an escort, which should
® accompany me to the frontier, and effectually pro:
teet me from apy popular ebullition. I perceived
higres) mative, hd knowing well that these friendp
and. profectars would speedily become my mesters,
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T thanked him for the intorest he took m ‘my
saféty, but.expressed'the utmost disinclination to
deprive his Majesty, of any defenders at & time
when then- presence was so muth required at
hoerg. ‘ L
Matrers weré then adfusted ; 15 was condxhon-
.ally restored¢o freedom, formal salutations were
coldly exchanged between us, and we separated.*
Eguia was an agmirable specimen of the'old
funatic Royalist; yet all the zeal and ability
which he displayed in detecting the most hidden
conspiracies, and brmgmg to justice the most
wary conspu'ators, gould not preserve him from a
fearful disaster, for he was dreadfully wounded
in 1829 by the explosion of some fulminating
powder, artfully placed under the seal of a letter;
-& base and analignant act, probably emanating
frony: some exasperated victim of his severity.
i‘laving taken leave of my kind friends the Rivas
I mounted my horse. My guardian Angel, in
the shape of u Police-officer, remained to the last
mbment at his post near the inn. News from
Catalonia arrived immediately previous to my
departure from Santmg;o, the insurrection still
continued tb gain ground, the Queen had been
insulted in her passage through Valentia, and '
“the expected re-establishment of the Inquisition
excited, in the highest degree, the hopes and
+fBears of the conflicting parties. ,
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- And now having. given a falthful account of the
singular events which befel'me in congequence of
a misconception of my motives, I should be acting
an uncandid gnd ungenel'ous part if I .did not

, state, that calmly reflecting updn events, ﬁ.
long elapsed I cannot mbpute much, if anyy'b
to the Spanish Authontles, The givil whr, then_
raging in the kingdom, the plots that were mul-
tiplying on all sides, and the spies who had lately
inundatedeGallicia, and were communicating with
the Spanish democrats in Portugal, were circum-
stancés pregnant with danger to the established
Governmment. At the time,..I was nat'urally an-
no. «d at such an attack upoh my liberty, but I
can easily conceive that the local authorities may
have considered it their bounden duty, in the
critical situation of* public affairs, to arrest a
stranger, cdming from a most suspectedscountry;
whose journey too was performed ad a very -
usual time of the year, and was accompanied by
circumstances in%ome degree calculated to throw
doubt upen his intentions. I think I might have
experienced the same interruption under any Go-
vernment so circumstanced ; and of this I am sure,
that had 1 béen arrested by my Spanish liberal
friends, under suspicion of Royalist intrigues, my
thraldom would have been more protracted, and
my treatment’ "ot quite so tolerable. . :
The evening was rainy, but the country thmuglr
which I rode to Padroy lively and diversified.
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There I was refroshed by some tea, and fatigued
by'a host of insatiable women, who overwhelmed
nié with qucncs"touchmg England. Asa plain un-
, Yarnished statement of facts did P fanppease their
appetit> for thé marvellous, I gratified their taste
by assiiing thém that Enghshmcn were guatan-
teed by‘law ia the undisturbed possession of four
contemporary wives, and concubines ad /:b-tum.
They remarked that better conduct could hardly
be expected from Jews, and the English were
avowedly of the Jewish persuasion; but in return
for my communicatxons, they tried to convert me
to the Catholic faitlp and assured me, that, with
such a pious object in view, they would raisec no
injudicious ohjections to a little well-timed gal-
laxfery, although such gentle lapses were con-
sidered by their Church as mortal sins.
On the following day 1 ccntinued my journcy
. 18 the fronticr, through a-delightful country. I
met some Spaniards at Redondela, who asked me'
more questions than I thought right to answer
at such a doubtful time. Near Tuy I saw a curious
instance of that inaptitude to accommodate csta-
blighed habits to actual circumstances, so petu-
liar to the Spanish character, and some times so
truly ludicrous in its results. A superior kind of
countryman, driving a vehicle containing parcels
and goods, (his own, moreover,) had been so
unfortunate as to overturn it, not far from the
gates of the town. The horse was lying under
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the shafts, the vehicle was intthe ditch, the goods
we;g sca.ttered along t the road, and, a.lthough of &
penshable nature, were lying, for the most, paxt,
immersed in m=1'1d. Under®these circumstances
any ‘man Juft 3 Spaniard would hawe immegi b;
" agsisted hi3 harse fo rige, would have exgrfined,
his vehicle to ascertain that it hag suffered no,
injury, and would ‘have carefully “replaced hl&
goods: not so our friend the Spaniard; the houx:
had arrived at which he was acustomed to make.
his mid-day rcpast, and that repast was not
to be postponed by any freak of malignant fortune;
so, perched on one side of the subverted vehicle,
he .at calm and consplcuous, knife in hand,
lelsurcly apportioning his cheesé to his bread.
and eycing with m(llﬁ'crencc, horse, vehicle, and
soaking goods; mox till the inw ard man was,
thoroughlyeappeased, did he begln in sober
earncst to inspect and vepair the evil. He was |
a Catalan, and not a Gallician, and this slight,
incident is.an apwand faithful iBus{ration of the
phlegmatic disposition of his countrymen, and of
their dogged adhesion to ordinary habits under
every contingency. ..
‘We sometimes hear, in Fra.nce and,England, of
a spirit of encroachment, and a spirit of conces- .
sion; in Spaip, a spirit of mal & propos, if it may
be so termed, wnquestionably tinges the national
cha.mctgr I have heard, that in the agony of theﬁ
, M3 . .
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Cortes, and when the French were actually enter-
ing Cadiz, a glowing orator was arguing, with
energy, on the exact degree of precedence which
should hereafter be accorded to a Rear-Admiral
‘of f Congtitutionsl Spain. There surely n . howeyer
remote,.a. family resemblance between our feast-
ing farmer and the orator, for, under their re-
spective circumstances, the feast and the argu-
ment were equally inappropriate.

At Tuy I met my old ally, the Consyl's agent,
who dispatched my business with great expedi-
tion. Ifere a member of the Police assured me
that a detailed aceount of my arrest, and of the
proceedings instituted against me, had been for-
warded to their office, and added that my move-
maats had been narrowly observed during my
first visit to Santiago. While I was standing on
the bank, expecting the boa} destined to convey

, me across the Minho, a noble stream which here
divides the rival kingdoms, two Capuchin friars
approached me, ‘and entering nto conversation
endeavoured, by many subtle questions, to dis-
cover the real object of my Gallician expedition.
At length we embarked, and I bade a final fare-
well to Spain, renowned, romantic Spain; a
country which I had found always fraught with
stirring adventures, and always enveloped in the
storms of civil dissension. I land2d on the Por-

«tuguese shore, and breathed freely+
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Ar Valem;a. I called on the Governor, and in’
the evening attended a party at his house, where:
1 was introduced to tht ladigs of his fRinily, the
officr s of a regiment statione i in the-town, and":
three fat and favourite pugs. I *found the Go-
vernor, a most worthy man, in bed, suffering from:
indisposition, and a lady of a certain age, evidently
wife, mothes, or daughter, fecding him with affec-
tionate solicitude. Valenca is a plage of greaf
strength, and might easily demolish its sister
town on the oppesite bank: il aljusion to its
fortifications, some Portuguese officers observed,
that their forbearance, in refraining from such a
tempting act, was a signal Proof of the national
moderation, and added, a8 a supplement to the

o remark, that the strong were always mercifal; as
if the destructien of Tuy involved that of S‘pmﬁ,
and would besfollowed by no retributive conse::
quences.
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The exquisite beduty of the country betwoem
Tuy shdjffonte di Lima baffics all deseription.
% rode among hills covered with cork and olive,

over Lnolls partly bare and parfly clothed with
pmt‘!que gréups of chestnut, emitwting the
richest *park scenery, and through fields of the
most ddightﬁxl verdurd, intersected by streams
of clear water, and overshadowed by ancient oaks.
Here too the walaut grew profuscly; that tree
at once the beauty and disgrace of English
scenery ; for, in England, its lcaves fall carly in
September, and its bare, denuded branches form
& niodr contrast to the green luxunance of
the sutrounditijz fotest: with us, it 1s the first
bntbingew* of Wiliter, an early and unwelcome
d of the general dissolution; but, in the

, its foliage was unimpaired, even in the

heart of November. The rarc univn of trees
#hd shrubs belonging to different chimates, and
growing side by side, is the most striking feature
of this carthly paradise. liert the noith and
gouth may be said to meet on amicable terms, for
the Indian corn, the dark cork, the deep-green
orgagé, and the luxuYiant vine, then completoly
turned and of a bright-red colour, wtre beautifully
dnterspersed with the oak, and elm, and the hardy
vagetation of the northern world. At length I
réached Ponte di Lima, and rambled along the
‘banks of that delightful stream, tae Cavado. I
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thought I had never gazed @pon a lovelicr scene,
as I saw the sun set gloriously behind a range
of bold mountains then robed in the deepest
purple, and illuminate with®its last beams many
pegeefi picturesque hamlets built of cork®
and thatched with broop. FromaLima Iroffc on
to Braga, through a continuation of the same en-
joyable country and txecrable roads; while the
hedges, high and covered with wild flowers, re-
minded me of the lanes near Dawlish oy a spring
day; alitile farther on, the pine abounded, mixed
with ¢he red heath in full bloom. .

In the course of this day's journey'we passed
the ".ut of a lone Bento. The superstition of the
Bentos is deeply rooted in parts of Potiggal, wnd
the Bentos and Bentas are greatly venerafed;
As the Bento is distinguished by the possqssion
of extraordinary faculties during his.mor.ta.l career,
so hus entrance into this world of grief and sim,
is accompanied by extraordinary circumstancea
Before his birthpstrange and fehrfyl lamentations
are heard to issue from his mother’s womb, and
when born, the sign of the oross is scen distinctly
marked on the roof of his mouth; his pro,
from infancy+o manhood is charactgrized by up-
usual gravity, by an abstinence from all boyish
amusements, by premature wisdom, and by & foge-
sight exceeding that of man: no frand, however
well contrived, can escape his penetration; if an
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offente has been comknitted, he fixes with unhesi-
tadivg: decision upon the offender; if’ a robbery
hgs occurred, he indicates the place where the.
sfolen goods ave deposited, and names the robber.
“Fo him_ the shades of mndmght are clwr. as the
ghte of,noon and if man’s life be taken at that
silent hour, his glance tan pierce the darkness
impenetrable by other eyes; and his awful veice
proclaims the accursed man of blood.

And there, where his lonely hut lies buried
.amid crag and heath, there, after a heavy fall of
rain, when the mountain streams are floaded,
and the wiid clouds chasing each other over the
disardered face of heaven, there may be seen
the aged Bento, Hilling the magic phial with the
watgrs of seven different fountains; waters which,
united, by his pious hand, and at the fitting mo-
ment, have some strange inexplicablenpower to
heal: the most grievous maladies: there too, on
the still eve, when not a breath disturbs the
forest- trees, that sainted and sclitary mortal is
beheld by a revering peasantry, culling simples
from the hill-side, or kindling a mysterious fire
upen the rock, and feeding it with the sable
feathers of some spell-bound birdy; a wonder-
working combination which can infuse fresh vi-
gout in the healthy, and restore to life the dying
man.. . : o

o.Axrived at Beaga, I stopped at the Dos Ami-
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gos, and in the evening was wisited by the Com-
mandant. On the following morning 1 purtooh of
a sumptuous breakfast at his house, ‘after which
he mounted g on » fine hotse, and accompanied
me.t‘y.hwbonvent of Thibaim, a spmouged}ﬁpe
placed in ‘the® midst of, an enchmnting garden.
The verdure was wonderfully rich ;s the r0ses in
full bloom ; and the whole country, seen from the
convent windows, rcsembled a great extent of
pleasure ground This monasfery contains some
pictures of considerable merit. Two are said to
have been cxecuted by Rubens, and I have little
doubt that one at least is an ong'mal There is
al« one by Raphael, and some others called
Italian, which may, I think, be safely ascribed to
the Bologna school. There are two pictures of
Incz de Castro, the one representing her in the
first blossomimng of youth; the other, a few years
later, wheu her charms had fully expgnded. The
general character of the colouring, the stiffncss
of the figure, and the hardneds gf the outline,
fully establish their claims to antiquity. In the
convent garden I observed a very peculiar spe-
cios of poplar, with so largs a lcaf that I at first
suspected it to be a varety of the banyan tree;
as 1 returned to Braga, I saw the Indian corn,
out and piled around the trees, the stalk being
left for catthe to feed on. A branch hung
over the portal of a house, is here, as it was i
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England during Shakspeare’s time, an unfailing
sign of entertainment for man and horse. In the
evening, the Dean of Braga accompanied me to
the Cathedgpl, an edifice possessing little beauty,
"but venera,ble from its antiquity, anaveupposed
to have.been built before the Mosrish invasion.
The scene was melancholy but imposing. The
Archbishop had lately died, the walls were hung
with black cloth, and the low funereal music, min-
gling with the tender voices of the ypung cho-
risters, sounded sweetly but mournfully through
the long aisles. The Archbishop of Braga is
Primate of’ the twe Spains, in virtue of his office;
he, therefore, fills « post of the highest dignity,
and at that time enjoyed an enormous revenue.
Early on the following morning I continued
my journey. The vale of Braga richly wooded;
the white walls of innumerable quintus peeping
through the trees; the monasteries crowning the
heights; the fleecy clouds, which rested midway
on the adjacent hiils, and the blue smoke, curling
upwards from the town, produced a very pleasing
effect. At Guimaraens I visited the old palace
of the Kings, now cotiverted into a barrack, and
afterwards explored the castle, evidently built
by the Romans in the days of their best work-
manship, and still in high prescrvation. Prison-
ors, debt are now confined within its walls,
which scem calculated to endure forages. There
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T saw o man whose haggard face was fearfully
impressed by want gnd wretchedness;, and wher
I gave him a piece of money he prostrated him-
self before g in the depth of his huhulity, with
_such aweSiy of utter sclf-abasenient, as shgudly
became a human being, when $ddressthg his
brother man. The Cathegral of#Guirharacns,
is ancient, and more .\\ orthy of notice from its
extreme singmlarity than from any architectural
merits. The old columns are strong, uncouth,’
and barbarous ; the walls are partially tiled with
china and decorations in the most execrable
taste have been added 'in lattpr®times. ~ Guima-
rac > coniains many wealthy ighabitants, and
some of the provinaial nobles have houses in the
town, and arc by no means unpopular. The
people were much attached to the convents, and
particulaly®to the nwnneries, which dispense as-
sistance to the poor with great liberality. From -
Guimaraens I rode on to Oporto. which terminated
an expedition atfended with considerable hard-
ship and fatigue, but full of interest and cxcite-
ment. Since we left Santxago the weather had
been truly delightful: the three weeks that succeed
the heavy autiinnal rains in Portughl are often
the most agrecable in the year; and that season,
known by the name of Saint Martin’s summer,
cotbines the dnclouded sunshine and genial gén~'
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sations of the real summer, without its oppressive
heat. .
1 had now traversed the Entre Minho twice,
. and during’my second journey throv«h the coun-
try ~vac still more impressed with a sélkx ofrits
surpassmg beauty All'that is most graceful in
rultivated scenery, all that is most stnking in the
wild landscape, have combined to render this
little district a fairy land. Tn the more sheltered
situations of the Entre Minho the teaplant and
the Cape jessamine grow with little care, while the
azereiro, or Prunus Lusitanica, the Cytisus, and
several varicties of the Cistus tribe, are inter-
mingled in gay profusion with the lofty broom of
Madeira. The fields are ful! of Indian corn, the
méadows are abundantly watered by artificial as
well as by their own natural and beautcous
streams;’ the sides of the hills, converted into
' terraces, ar¢ cultivated with exquisite care, the
vines climb up the highest trees and at once em-
brace and urite the oak, the chestnut, and the
poplar. Let the traveller pause in almost any
valley of the Minho, and his eye will feast on all
this rich detail of beauty, while from the adjacent
heights of granite rock he will command a gor-
geous scene of woodland, diversified by streams,
and frequent cottages half-seen, half-hid by their
embowering groves ; he will perceive spots almost
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inaccessible, yetreclaimed froth the heathery moun-
tain, planted with maize, and hanging as if in the
air; he will gaze with admlra.tldn on the many
remnants of ghe old warriér Castles, each invested
with jle i,ecuhar legend, and gualded by {ts van
enchanted Mooress; and last not Yeast inebeauty,
on the convent towers, nsmg in peacefitl pompg
above the luaunant plam

His heart must be insensible to external in-
fluences who can behold without delight, or quit
without regret, such a favoured country. Even
the sfern victors of the ancient world, lxttle prone
to the soft emotions’of oug fature, ‘were van-
quv ned®by the bewitching beauty of the valleys
of the Cavado. Upon the banks of that match-
less strcam they threw down the national eagles,
and refused to leave that happy,land. They
caught the®poetic spirit of the people, they called
the Lima and the Can uo the rivers of obliviofl, «
and. in a fit of passionate enthusmsm, forgot
the ties that Lo®nd them to their distant home,
and renounced the glories of Imperial Italy for
the pastoral and peaceful seclusion of the Minho.

I have alrcady observed’ that poetry and sgng
are here muth in vogue, indeed they seem the
spontaneous growth of the mind; that tendency
to poetic expression and poetic exaggeration in
the ordinary ittercoarse of life, which characterizes
the inhabitan®s of the Trazos Montes, is equally
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remarkable in the Entre Minbo, but is wodified
by the different character ef the people and of
the country. Ih the Minho the mind of man is
more light and elastic, embellishing 21l it touches,
‘inyegting matters of little interest witH'a nowe-
less grace, and frequently adverting to common
objects with an almost Oriental profusion of me-
taphor. But in the Trazos Montes the imagina-
tion of the mountaincer partakes of the gloom of
his own less genial climate and of tke Gothic
world. For instance, the crimson clouds, that
surround the setting sun, would be comparcd by
the gay people of the Mmho to the damask rose
of their own enghanted valley of Barcelo#, while
the same clouds in the Trazos Montes would be
likened to the blood of a slaughtcred encmy. A
difference cqually striking pervades the provincial
songs; soft and tender in the Minho; generally
plaintive, bu* almost always celebrating the joys
and sorrows of a gentle love, in the Trazos Mon-
tes they breathe more often the language of
frantic passion and vehement revenge. The
common peasant in the Entre Minhosgot unfre-
quently adopts the expressions and understands
the delicacy of refined courtship; in the Trazos
Montes he often holds the language, and is ani-
mated by the scntiments of a hero. The inhabit-
ants of both provinces are loyal to excess. In
the Minho, it is the unthinking, reckicss, laughter-
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loving loyalty of the Frenchman of the old school ;
but in the Trazos Montes, attachment to thc
Sovercign is, in times of trogble, a stern, engross-
ing passiowewhich banishes eveyy sclfish consi-®
dete#tni, and_scarccly admits of a co- axrs'tmn'
thought. The inhabitdut of the Mmhq, undor
every fluctuation of feeling,enjoys bqual and un-
clouded spirits ; but his brother mountaineer, like
the Highlandcr of old, is altemately wrought to
the loftic8t enthusiasm, or weighed down by the
deepest dejection ; and in that mood of mind, an
omen from the river or the cloud will daunt a
heart assailable by no mere Yportal peril: he has
in 1ced his golden dreams, his confident anticipa-
tions of «uccess, bat then he has his sure fgrc-
bodings of approaching doom. Both the inha-
bitants of the Trazos Montes and df the Minho
are devotc?]ly attaclied to their native soil : the
people of the Minho frequently maintain that
neither the rest of Portugal, nor any known por-
tion of the globc, can compete il beauty with
their valleys, but that Heaven alone possesscs
such scened of true enchantment.

I remained at Oporto for several wecks after
my return from Spain. In the socicty of Count
Villa Flor and his beautiful Countess, time ghded
rapidly and pleasantly away.

A few days previous to my departurt from that,
city 1 aceepted an invitation from Dona R—
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P-—— to breakfast with the nuns at the Convent
of Bénedlotmes This amiable and interesting
young lady was descended from & noble English
family remotely connected with myw<wn, and had
récently taken the veil. Our party, conSiat:: =& of
my mtelhgent friend Mt. Whiteley, Mrs. Wlute-
dey, another’ lady, and mygelf, were shown into
the convent parlour, where we found breakfast
prepared ; about the same time the Lady Abbess,
accompanied by some young nuns, éntered an
adjoining apartment, only separated from ours
by a douhle grating. The reccption she ga\c us
was courteous, thou'rh dlg'mﬁed the nuns were
gentle and retr'ring in manner, yet totally free
from any appearance of awkward embarrass-
ment, joined gracefully, though but occasionally,
in conversation. I observed on some of their
gountcnances an expression pensive and resigned,
but not indicative’ of mental disquietude; "their
deep black attirg accorded well with the clear
paleness of tneir complexions; “the mantilla de-
pended from the head, protecting ‘rather "than
shrouding the face; their hair was parted in the
Madonna style, and a curious kind of whalebone
projected from the forehead in a curve and rested
upon the nose.

After breakfast we walked through the convert
church, add listened with delight to the rich
sounds of its powerful organ, and saw the runs
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looking down upon us from &nother grate raised
high above the body of the church. , At length
the grate was opened; the nuns descended and
warmly a.ng.aﬁ'ectmna.tely embmced the ladies of |
our pz3t;,” after which we exchanged salutations
and departed The gencral cffet was pleasing,
but 1 was still more nnpresged by ¢ scent which
1 afterwards witnessed at the same place. I
walked with my friend Mr. Whiteley to the church
at a lateshour on Christmas eve. Tt was bril-
l.i.mtl) illuminated, and crowded to cxcess by
persobs flocking in from the country as well as
from the town, anxious to bghald the celebration
of .ae Christmas rites, and animated by a spirit
of the most ferventedevotion. I felt no commmon
interest, as I gazed upon those beautiful yodng
women who appeared at the highs and distant
grate, wakfng at intervals the deep organ and
accompanying it by thei voices, veices of sur- ¢
passing sweetness, which thnlle@ through a thou-
sand hearts. R&sed far above the lower world,
they remindeéd me of the angelic host, scen by the
awe-struck shepherds, on the blessed anniversary
of that eve, floating upon "the realms of space,
breathing celéstial strains and singtng— Glory
to.God in the highest; and on earth good will to
Man.”

I cannot qufit this subject without stating my
conviction thaf the aspersions cast upon the nuns’
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ure, generally speaking, unjust. As far as regards
the interegting persons to whom I have been al-
luding, their conduct was universally admitted
to be pure, and unexteptionable ;o call them
biameless would be faint praise indedtyw~ their
lives wére spent in an uninterrupted exercise of
4he most active charity. In a country abounding
in convents some few instances may be adduced
of nuns who haye broken their vows, overcome
by the force of #n earthly passion; buat the dis-
grace entailed upon the sisterhood, by any de-
tected frailty, is considered great, and the pe-
nalty inflicted uponthe offender is proportionably
sovere. «

I had,now devoted more time to the North of
Portugal than 1 had originally intended, and my
departure frem Oporto had been for several days
delayed »olely by the rough sea and tempestuous
winds, which effectually prevented the stcameboat
from quitting the harbour. At length the weather
became morc favourable, and Weving taken leave
of my friends, I rose before break of day on the
27th of December, and embarked on board the
stcam-boat bound to Lisbon. But the discourag-
ing accounts breught by the pilot of the state of
the bar, determined the Captain to defer the
voyage to another day. The passage of the bar
is perilous when the sea is much disturbed, or
the water low, as the only channel through which
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a vessel ‘can navigate in safety is shallow, con-
fined, and hemmeq in by rocks. .It may easily
be conceived that among the English society at
Oporto, wh.lgh is principaily composed of gentle-
mey - ow'a.ged in commerce, the state. of ¢he har
becomes a frequient and anxious sdbject ofconver-
sation at their ovenme' paru.ea « Fpow is*the bay
this evening?” is as often asked at an Oporto
dinner as “ Were you in the Park to-day?” in St.
James’s Square. There are seme curious facts
connected with this dangerous accumulation ef
sand.® The sca,* 'prewously tranquil, often rises in
the immediate vicinity of the Bar, and rushes iri
up.a it with tremendous force, glthough no vi-
sible cause of excitgment can be discerned, while,
strange to say, a little farther along the shorethe
water remains completely undisturbed. Oporto
is nearly threc miles from the main ocean, but
even at that distance I haye been sometimes for- *
cibly struck by the loud and awful roar produced
by the sudden %ise of the bar, sunexpectedly
breaking in upon the stillness of night.

A somewhat similar phenomenon sometimes
prevails along the coast. Upon such occasions
the whole sea‘becames chafed without any assign-
able cause, and rolls in its mountainous surges
upon the beach, although the day is perfectly,
calm, and thcre is not the lightest cleud, or the
fpintest breath’of wind. Some persons attribute’

N
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this peculiar kind of ground-swell to the operation

of heavy geles in distant seas< those gales, they"
suppose, chafe the waters under the influence of

< their own immediate action, and theqwaters, be-

coMing¢ d.lsturbed gradually commummelr
own agitation to the reméter parts of the ocean.

< I have observed the same kind of swell, in a
lesser degree, at Bude Haven, a wild port on the

Northern coast ef Cornwall, which should be
visited by every painter of the storm, arfd, indeed,
by every man who loves the sea in its roughest

mood : for he w111 there behold, on a tempestuous

day, a size and granlleur of wave, and an uninter-

rupted surface ef foam, such as perhaps no other.
part of the British coast can present. I asked an

Irish sailor, who had lived two years at Bude,

whether he had ever seen a wilder sea on his
native shore. “Never, indded, Sir,” he replied,.

" «and I verily believe that Bude Haven was the

last harbour Gqd Almighty made.”* Those
great masses‘of foam, contrastmg with the dark

crag of the coast, form not unfrequently a scene
~ which Morland would, have loved.

o4t wust not, however, be supposed that this place, so remark-
able for the gmndeur of its sea effects, is destitute of the comforts
or conveniences of life, There is a very good hotel established at
Bude, and good lodging-houses, Sir Thomas Acland has gene-
Jously built a Chapel, at his own expense, where the Rev. Mr,
King officiates, and delivers some of the most practical, yet eloguent
+sermons that it has ever been my lot to hear. « The people are well
disposed:and grateful.



L]
CH. Vi.] DEPARTURE FROM OPORTO. 267
. :

But I am wandering strang’aly from my subject.
On the following morning I again rose before
daylight, and embarked on hpard the steam-boat,
where I finaly took leave’of my kind friend Mr.
Whit vy, whom I quitted with real reg'rets TRe
sun shone bnghtly on thy beautifal bankq of the
Douro, as we glided dgwn the river ;* “but when we
approached the formidable bar, the old doubts
were revived, and the propriety of passing it
was agaiff called into question: the Captain,
who had been prevented from quitting the har-
bour for two-and-twenty days by the state of the
bar. became impatient of furfher delay, and de-
cided in the affirmative. e was not, however,
altogether without apprehension lest the water
should prove too shallow, and he afterwards ad-
mitted, that there was only just suffictent depth to
permit the frec passage of the ship. Long beforq
we reachcd*the bar I was struck with’the magni-
ficent appearance, of the distantebreakers, which,
succeeding each other rapidly, as they rolled in
upon the shore, resembled spirited chargers with
high crests, and white floving manes coming
proudly in at the end of the race. The passage
of the bar was the work of a momentand look-
ing back upon it, it resembled a foaming whirl-

-pool. Emergi.ng' from the channel, we entered
on an enormoug length of swell, the véisel alter-
nately riding over a mountainous wave, and fall-

N2
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ing completely into a valley; a heavy sea, which

prevailed 6nly in the immediate neighbdurhood

of the bar, for as we reoeded from it the water
‘ became perfectly smooth. -

‘Our; progress was but slow, as the €aplatn did
not venture to apply a z.trong horse-power to the
engine, the vessel being chattered and unfit to
navigate the' Atlantic during the winter months.
The state of that ship was a remarkable instance
of the mischief arising from the system so much in
vogue in Portugal, but so prejudicial to the public
interest, of granting monopolies to favoured indi-
viduals. The corimunication between ‘Lisbon
and Oporto is so fre«ﬁent, that the establishment
of steam-boats would in all probability have been
attended with perfect success, had free competi-
tion been allowed ; but the right of carrying pas-
sengers, in yessels worked by steam, was restricted
by the Government to a single individual. The
public suffered eitremely from this narrow policy ;
travellers, having no choice, were compelled to
avail themselves of this the only conveyance; yet
no improvements, ané scarcely even the necessary
repairs, were made in it, the proprietor being
actuated By no fear of competition. In conse-
_quence, we spent no less than thirty-three hours
‘in performing a voyage, which had been often
. performed in seventeen or twenty~

The last steam-packet, which ran between
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Lisbon and Oporto, was losg,'But the cause of the
accident has never been fully understaod, as there
was little wind at the time, gnd the sea was calm,
A Qoble who escaped frém the yreck, related a .
cuige s, a.npcdote of monkish ﬂattcry cohnected
with the loss of the ship, In the despeg’a.tlon of
that dreadful momen{ when she stfuck upon the
rock, many passengers, auxious to disengage
themselves from the sinking vgssel, sprang into
the boat®, which became overladen, and went
down A few days after this disaster, my friend
met at court a Friar, who w alsom thg ship, and
had like him escapcd the"fearﬁll fate which
sarprised so many persons*on the night of the
wreck. The King inquired minutely into the
particulars of an accident which was then the ge-
neral sub]ect of conversation. The Friar entered
into all the details, hnd concluded by ‘declaring
that, at the moment when the boats’went down, °
the dreadful certainty of approaching death was
lost in an overpowering semse of *loyalty; and
that an unanimous shout of « Long live our exccl-
lent King!” was hea.rd frop the drowning crew.
This little imaginary trait of devotion to the
Crown, notwithstanding its great improbability,
time and place considered, was highly palatable
to the royal: hea.rer, and my friend, a man of
scrupulous veramty, was hugely discomfited
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when his delighted, Sovereign required him to
confirm the truth of these loyal vociferations.
« The day was beautiful, and the deck was
profusely adormed with flowers and odoriféfous
p‘mnts‘ I fell asleep towards sunget, and &ttrnot
awake tﬂl a late hour,when I arose and paced
‘the deck. ‘The scene waa striking, but wild and
dreary; black clouds were rapidly clmsmg each
other over the fice of heaven, and contrasted
strongly with occasional intervals of' decp-blue
sky, upon which the stars were shining brightly :
the immepsurable waste of waters obscurely seen
by their dubious jiight, and undistinguishable
from the horizon ; the silence, broken only by the
sullen dash of the waves, and the short, stern
call of the men- on duty, were all circumstances
fraught witn poetic interest. We  passed the
rock of Lisbon on the afternoon of the following
day, and anchored in the Tagus as the last beams
of the setting san threw a fine glow over the
river. Our'passage from Oporto had been slow,
but totally frée from danger or alarm. Our party
was singularly unintevesting : the only personage
worthy of record was a French Jady, who, re-
joicing la.rgely in flowers and feathers, affected
a juvenile deportment: though somewhat passée,
~she was, however, still pretty ; and" benevolently
. disposed to be appropriated, eithgr with, or with-
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out, the nuptial oeremony.. At times inordi-
nately sick, she apparently derived unspeakable
solace from ‘the affectionate attentions of two
patrots, three Canadian ‘ducks, four gold-fish, ae
caly « dog, a monkey, and a couple of hidedus
maids, who alternately “laughed *and wept over
thexr recumbent mistrgss.
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@pening of the Eorles—The Changbers—Don Miguel’s Arrival
in the Tagus—Swears to maintain the Charter—Tumults—
Melancholy Party at Bemfica—Progress of the Revolution—
Policy of the Court—&migration of the Imperialists—Intervi
with Count Villa Flor on board the Frigate—Visit to Costa—
A Night’s Adventure.

A rEw dayg after my arrival at Lisbon I engaged
apartments at a sp‘:ma.rds bouse, which was si-
tuated on the Caes da Sodre, and commanded
a splendld view of the Tagus, the various ship-
ping, and the mountains beyond. The southern
sun spa.rkled' brightly upon ‘the water for many
hours in the day, and its setting tints, though
‘more subdutd, were not less bedutiful. In my
landlord, who wag married to an Englishwoman,
by whom he ktad a very pretty daughter, I recog-
nised “The noblest work of God,” an honest
man. As a husband,qand a father, and, indeed,
in all relations, his conduct was unexceptionable :
he was just t6 his neighbour, obedient to the exist-
ing powers, professed no political opinions, and
received men of all parties with equa.l courtesy.
On the Znd of January, 1828, I attended the
Royal Sitting for the opening of the general
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Cortes, which took place at the Palace of Ajuda.
The Infanta Regent, scarcely restoréd to health,
began her speech in a lapgaid voice, congratulat-
ing the Peers and Deputies or the favourable®
Pr8spects bf the kingdom, and eshorting, them to
continue their patriotic exertions ; ,she.deplored
the failure of the bamk, bilt trusted that credlt
would soon revive; she glanced at, what she
called, the aggressive conduc® of the Spanish
Government, but was glad to state that their as-
surances had been latterly more pacific, and the
character of their policy materially improved. In
con:’asion, she spoke of Doh Pedro as the un-
doubted Sovereign of Portugal, and declared that
her younger brother Don Miguel would speedily
arrive to administer the Government in his ndme.
The suspension of payments in’ cagh by the
bank had occasioned general surprige, and hatl,
given rise to much angry discussion, but had not
excited the grest alarm whicR such an event
would have produced in England. The bank, in
the first instance, engaged, at the solicitation of
Government, to take on itsfown account half .thc
loan voted by the Chambers, but, was subse-
quently induced to contract for a larger propor-
tion. The Directors were in consequence obliged
to extend thgir issues, and eventually became
unable to givessilver in exchange for their notes ;.
yet they might have answered the demand in
- « N3
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gold, but rather chose to incur the discredit of
suspending payment sltogether, than adopt this
equitable and obvious course.

" Thirty-six Péers were present at the opening
of thery housep and forty-one declared absdnt: -
they cgmmenced their 14bours by a spirited asser-
tion of tincir"privileé'es, ard refused to recognise
General Caula as a Peer, because the Emperor
had raised him 8 that dignity without, the sanc-
tion of his eouncil of state; an act of prerogative
disallowed by the Charter. In the Hovse of
Deputies, ‘the law on the liberty of the press was
brought forward intthe first days of the Session.
Senhor Sarmento, a most able speaker, distin-
guished himself in the course of the discussion,
but some foolish resolutions were passed-by the
house; qmm;g other questions, the preposed divi-

. sion of the territory, and a project for the ameli-
oration of the judicial system, were debated.
Soon afterwards' a proclamatioa was issued by
the Infanta, in which she deplored the sacrile-
gious robberies that had taken place in diffe-
rent parts of the kingdom, acecompanied with
insults to the Eucharist, and in conclusion de-
nounced vengeance on the impious offenders.

The impeachment and trial of the Archbishop

“of Elvas, the Marquis of Fronteirs, the' Count of

- Taipa, and the Count of ‘Cunhey were perhaps
the only public events that about this time ex-
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cited any general interest. These Peers were
accused of stimuldting the people t@ revolt, and
of encouraging certain manifestations of repub-
lican, feeling, which took placeeduring the dise
owdlers consequent qn Saldanha’s Fetiremdnt ffom
the ministry; an accusation wlnch awm to
have been wholly unfounded. With respect to
the Archbishop of Elvas, the Papal court re-
vived its anthuated pretenmons, insisted on his
total exemptlon from civil jurisdiction, and arro-

gated to itself the sole right of promouncing
judgment in his case. .This claign, advanced by the
Le ,ate, was referred to thestonished House of
Peers, where it was warmly aflvocated by the
Cardinal Patriarch) the Bishop of Viseu, ang the
Count Rio Pardo, but noga.tlved after a stormy
debate. .

I was well acqua.ml,ed with l‘ronten-a and
T'aipa, and therefore frequently attended the
House of Peerg during the prbgress of the trial,
which was long-protracted, but ‘terminated in
their acquittal. The debates in both houses were
uniformly conducted withs dignity ; even during
the discussion of the most momentous questions,
members never indulged in those lively ejacula-
tions and sudden bursts of passion, which con-
vulse the French Chamber on very trivial occe-
sions. In Spain, during the heat of the revolur
tion, the most monstrous doctrines were uttered
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with a:calmness and moderation that formed a
singular cofitragt between -the matter and the
manner of the speakes. The Conde da Linhares,
“the Conde da Taipa, the Conde.da Puente, and
the Cofde San, Miguel, spoke with considerable
talent '.the House of Peers; and Senhores Sar-
nento and Guerrero‘took @ prominent part in
the Lower House. The Houses were opened at
ten o'clock in the forengon, for the dispatch of
business, and usually continued sitting till two
o'clock, when the Members returned home to dine.
About thisdime the secret marriage of the young
Infanta with *the Mirquis of Loule took place,
and the melancholy circumstances attending her
depgrture from the kingdom excited much in-
terest. ) -

The presence of the British Officers, fhe flower
of our army, gave an unusual degree of spirit to
'socicty: my‘ time was partly spent with them,
and partly with ‘ny. Portuguesg friends, into
whose feelings and opinions I daily gained a
further insight. The wintry months rolled plea-
santly away, if wintsy they could be called,
which had nothing of that inclement season but
the name, for the air was constantly warm, the
sky serene, and the sun bright: it rose with its
acrustomed splendour on the memogable twenty-
gecond of February; about two g'clock in the
afternoon, the royal flag was seen flying from all
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the signal posts; and thundering salutes from the
various shipping, &nswered.by the c#nnon -at the
castle, proclaimed the lnfa.lt s arrival.  The joy
occasioned by this ovent was increased by the
feurs latterly, entertamed for hig*safety? as ‘the
coast had been visited, ‘en the 19th of Xgbruary,
by one of the most éremertdous ghles on record ;
and his prescrva.txon was considered by many of
his adherents as & signal proof of the interposi-
tion of Brovidence in his behalf. That extraor-
dingry storm gave little warning of its approach,
and lasted only a faw hours; on that evening
the hieavy clouds cast an ursual gloom, relieved
only by vivid and repeated flasftes o lightning ;
and “ The troubled Tagus chafing with its shores”
immediately bencath my window, was indeed a
noble object. I saw many of the smaller craft,
riding on its waves,  dismasted, and some actually
go down amid the strife of wind and water; ; at
Setuval alone nyneteen vessel#were lost, and the
whole line of the Atlantic coast was strewed with
wrecks.

The western coast of ¢Cornwall was ravaged
by a tempest equally terrific on the 21st of Fe-
bruary, 1833; I happened to be at Bude at the
time; the oldest inhabitant recollected no similar
visitation ; tvo ships were wrecked at the entrante
of the port during that memorable’storm. On
the evening of the 21st I was accosted by a-sailor
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who had belonged to the vessel wrecked in the
merning, afid had been savéd from a dreadful
death by the combined exertions of the people of
«Bude : weak and exhausted, he had crawled to &
fire hnﬂled in' & blncks:mth‘ shop, on the viry
edge of.the sea, and wae at that moment watch-
ing, with an interest “no less intense than mine,
the progress of another vessel then rapidly ap-
proaching the harbour ; and was oﬂ'ermg up most
earnest wishes for the delivirance of his brother
seamén from the same raging waters which. had
so nearly engulphed him.a few hours before.

He told me that, in' the course of a long naval
life, he only rémembered one storm of equal
horror ; the storm to which I have been just al-
luding, which had ravaged the coast of Portu-
gal, tive years before, almost on the anniversary
of that day. He had then been wiecked for the
first time, and now returned unfeigned thanks to
that Almighty Being, who had, twice stretched
forth his hand to save, and had borne him un-
harmed through two such fearful visitations.
As we were still spealing, the vessel, that was
rather rushing than sailing into the harbour, im-
pelled by a furious wind, passed the most dan-

gerous point in safety ; but while we were exult-
ing at her apparent escape, she suddenly deviated
from the right track and struck upop some hidden
rocks, close to the ship which had been stranded
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’
a few hours before. It afterwards appeared thiat
‘the crew, unacquainted with the pért, had mis-
taken,mthegloomoftkeevenmg the black
hulkeof the stranded llnp for the pier, and bad
bt discoVereg their mutake till the mM was
irremediable. The sitaation of those - poor men
was awful in the extreme: mstend' of the friendly
shelter anticipated but a moment before, they
saw, immediately beside them®an appalling proof
of the violence of the gele and the insecurity of
their own situation; a spectaele that warned them
of the recent fate of «thers, apd seemed a dreary
pr .ude to their own. ForVsome hours they con-
fidently expected death, and when the receding
tide permitted the people of Bude te appjoach
them, they were oyerwhelmed with joy and asto-
nishmen{, The crews of both vessels were saved :
the first by great exertions, and vnth great diffi-
culty, the second crew by a fortunate accident,
too detailed indts character fof insertion here; or,
"1 should rather say, by an interposition of Pro-
vidence in their behalf, for as the tide was nearly
at its height, no human «id, could have been ex-
tended to them at the moment when they struck
upon the rock. It was a scene of wild and almost
terrible excitement. A fire was kindled upon the
heights, whije the fury of the wind and the raging
of the waters drowned the voices of the sailors on
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the pier, but could not prevent their passionate
gesticulationts, ag they beheld the vessel striking
upon the rocks, and knew that death was staring
stheir shipwrecked brethren in the face® But it is
high tirle to léave the coast of Cornwdll and fe-
turn to t'lxe shores of the Tagus.

‘ The Infantds procceded to the royal frigate to
receive their brother, but when he saw them ap-
proaching he sprang into a boat, and embraced
them with tears of affcction. As he landed, the
soldiers cried out “Long live the Infant!” the
people replied with “vivas” for the absolute King.
At the Palace of Ajida he was welcomed by his
Mother. Falling-upon one knee he imprinted the
most, fervent kisses on her hand, and said, taking
from his bosom an image of the Virgin of the rock,
“Behold this relic, your parting gift. Mother,
you see before you the same child you lost in
1824 From that moment the royal attendants
knew that his poliﬁcaftendcncies.were unaltered,
her influence over his mind unimpaired, and the
fate of the Charter sealed. In the evening the
palace was surrounded by people shouting for the
absolute King. The officer on duty sent a message
to the Infanta Regent requiring instructions, and
offering to disperse the crowd; but her Royal
Highness referred the messenger to the Infant,
saying, “Brother Miguel, you hear” «Let it
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pass,” replied the Infant, and the people, cm-
boldened by his obvious approbatiom, reiterated
their shouts. . .

Thgt night the city was bnlha.utly illuminated.s
03 the following day Don Miguel repairdd to the
Cathedral; again he Was grected with) «vivas”
for the absolute King, more generally atid vche-
mently expressed; and some soldiers who at-
tempted to stifle those cries avere severely re-
proved. 1conversed with some Constitutionalists
in the evening, and even then they were greatly
dlspmted and predicted the overthxow of the
Con: ‘itution. The Infant' Qamblguous reply to
the Portuguese deputation in Lendon, his actual
encouragement of the rioters, and the absence of
any proclamation, were justly considered 88 no
slight mdxcntxons of his.real feclings. Don Mi-
guel’s intention of laking the oath to" the Cop-
stitution was, however, known on fhe following!
morning, and reyived the droopmg hopes of the
Imperial party

1 repaired on the 26th of February to the great
saloon of the Ajuda. The Peers, attired like
Roman senators, occupied the front benchet on
the right hand ; immediately above'sat the Peer-
csscs, among whom the Countess of Villa Flor
and the Countess of Alva were undoubtedly the
most dxstmgu;shed by their personal attractions:
the Deputics were ranged along the benches on
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the left hand, and the space above was reserved
for strangers. At one o'clock Don Miguel en-
tered the saloon, accqmpaniéd by his sisters. The
: Infanta Regent,seatbd herself on the throng; the
Prince ht first' stood by her side under the rogal
canopy,, but talm:g hirn ﬁi.mlharly by the arm
she forced him to occupy part of her seat, during
the delivery of the speech. She expressed her
sincere desire for ¢he welfare of the Charter, and
assured her hearers of the upright intentions
which had uniformly actuated her conduct in the
administragion of the Goyernment; and of the
pleasure with whlcb. she now resigned it into her
brother’s hands: She was frequently interrupted
by shouts proceeding from the court below, and
her -voice was &t one time so completely lost in
the clamour, that she was oblized to pause ; upon
which occasion Don Miguel’s ﬂashiné eyes gave
‘indications of that impatient temper which has
characterized him-from his earliegt years. Having
concluded her' speech she arose, and retiring from
the throne, which she appeared to resign with the
utmost cheerfulness and good humour, she placed
herself by her sister, an interesting young person, -
seated on the right band bench immediately
above the Peeresses.
«o The written oath of adherence to the Charter
was then ptesented to the Infant, who regarded
it with apparent confusion, and seemed unable
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or unwilling to read it: al the same time the
Duke de Cadoval «drew near with a sissal to ad-
minister the oath; but hjs E.xcellency’s wide-
spreading, mantle so cffectually concealed the,
Ijfant frqm the general observation, thgt it was
impossible to see him %iss the Sacred'Book, or
hear him pronounce, the splemn words® I was
not far from the Royal party, but cannot give
any decided opinion upon that much debated
point, whether Don Miguel really went through,
or cvaded the forms prescribed. Many of his
adherents declared then, and still asgert, that he
neitier repeated the wordsv:or kissed the book;
and the Infant himself is said toshave assured his
favourite nurse, onethe same day, that in subvert-
ing the Charter Lic should incur no moral “guilt,
as he had not bound himself by any oath to
maintain 3t. °

The ceremony being now complettd, he walked
towards the great folding-doors at the extremity
of the hall, betwcen tht Pecrs®and Deputies
ranged on both sides; but suddenly paused mid-
way, and recollecting thaf, he had left his sister,
the Infanta Regent, he returned, and led her
down the saloon. During the whole proceeding
Don Miguel’s countenance was overcast, and he
had the constrained manner of a most unwilling
actor in an gmbarrassing part. I read the ap-
proaching fate of the Constitution in the sullen
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expression of his countenance ; in the imperfect
manner in which the oath was administered, and
in the strange and general appearance of hurry

.and concealment. This opinion wag so much
increasqd by his hasty departure from the salogn,
without ‘attering a single word confirmatory of
his new ‘obligation, that, under the strong impres-
sion of the moment, I observed to an officer stand-
ing near me, “ Thig is surely ominous:” he roplied,
“Poor boy, he is only shy.” 1 began to doubt the
justice of my suspicions, but in the evening they
returned with all their original force. Yet, in
spite of symptoms ‘sq discouraging to their cause,
the Imperialists. began again to indulge in san-
guine anticipations, afd the eity was brilliantly
illummated that night; but the appointment of
a Corcunda, oc ultra Royalist ministry on the fol-
lowing morning, destroyed their hopes, and placed
ihe real intentions of the Infant in the clearest
light. ‘

A crisis was foreseen, and conscquently the
panic on the Exchange was immense; commercial
transactions were suspended,"and in the public
mina there was a general misgiving, an undefined
alarm, a certhinty of coming change, a fearful
looking forward to the issue of events. No cir-
cumstances worthy of record occurred during the
next few days, but groups contmued to assemble
and shout for the absolute King; and these pro-
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ceedings werc openly encOuraged by persons
within the palace, who appeared at the windows,
joined in their «vivas,” and waved white hand-
kcrchiefs in token of their cordial approbation.,
Bt the evemng of the 1st of Ma.nch wasgmarked
by serious tumults ; and, the stra.nge selection of
time and place, for the perpetration of those out-
rages, was perhaps the most extraordinary feature
of all thosc cxtraordinary trgmsactions. That
cvening *was fixed on for the presentation of
certain eminent persons, and many others availed
themselves of that opportunity to ¢ &pan- to the
pala.e, and offer the earlk:st tribute of their
homage to the Infant; but their astonishment
was extreme wher they found the inner courts
of the palace, and the flight of steps leadmg
into the hall of the Archer's Guatd, completely
occupied by a lawléss mob. To such’an extent
was the popular feeling at that tife in favouf
of Don Migue] that every imdividual whg en-
tertained Constitutional opinions® however mo-
.derate, was assailed. The Cardinal Patriarch
was compelled to make thg sign of the Cross, to
call down heavenly blessings on the extited
people, and to join in the cry of “Down with the
Charter.” Fortunately, Count Villa Flor was
absent, for the mob expected him with impatienee,
and had sworyp to take his life; but Géneral Caula
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was severely wounded, and the Count da Cunha
was only rgscued from assassination by some
officers, who drew their swords to protect him in
Ahe palace itself. ¢
Fhe tgmult was so great that the address from
the academy, which the Secretary was at that time
reading ‘to the Infant, could be scarcely heard
by any of the surrounding courtiers. Yet the
Infant was unmovged, and would not, or perhaps
could not, restrain thesc outrages perpetrated on
his guests, and committed in his own palace. The
indignant troops, compelled to endure passively
the insults &aped upon their officers, manifested
their unabated attachment to the Imperial cause
by playing Don Pedro’s hymn,«during the greater
part of the ensuing night, under the windows of
the Ajuda. At this critical period Sir William
A’ Court, now Lord Heytesbury, one of the best
diplomatists this country ever produced, left Por-
tugal, being appoirted to the Court of St. Peters-
burg v
On the 7th of March, Count Taipa made an

cloquent speech, and moved that Ministers be
summoned to explain the causes of the recent
tumults. I met him that evening at the Opera,
in Count Villa Flor’s box, and he then clearly
foresaw the approaching downfal of the Consti- .
tution. Count Villa Flor was depressed, and the
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conviction that all his military efforts during the
preceding year had been of no a.vail welghed
heavily upon his mind.

Three days afterwards I dmed with the Mar-
quls of Fronten'a., at his noble ;nanslo‘\ naar
Bemfica ; the tining-roam is truly magaificent,
the carving rich, the helght jmpdsing ; it'is builf
in the old style, and gl.'a.ced with a fine heroic bas-
relief of the fir«t chivalrous Marguis of Fronteira.
Our party consisted of the British Commander of
the Forces Sir William Clinton, and his Military
Secretary Colonel Hare, the Count and Countess
of Villa Flor, the Count of Al%a, and his young
daughter-in-law, the beautiful and unaffected
Countess of Alva, the Count of Taipa, the Count
of Puente, Don Carlos, and our noble host®dnd
hostess. Iallude particularly to this party, because
it was chiefly composed of men who played a pro-
minent part during that eventful crisis; because *
it was the last act of hospitality I received from
my Portuguese ffiends at Lisbon, and, still more,
because it was the last time they met in their
native land around the festive board, for, before
three days had clapsed, they were exiles, and at
sea. This was a trial hour indeeds their long
descended rank was henceforth to be denied, their
privileges annulled, their possessions confiscated ;,
even those a.nclent halls in which we.were then
sxttxng for the' last time; those halls inherited”
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from a long line of uncestors, were passing away
from the riije of their lineal lo.td.
During dinner no allusion Was made to public
.events, but afterwards the party divided into
scparate groupl ; the conversation was now car-
ried on by thé inen in a low, but calm voice, and
the darkening prospects of the country, which
engrossed their thoughts, became the only sub-
ject of discussion, They knew the extent of the
crisis, they felt the magnitude of the danger ; they
had maintained Don Pegdro’s cause with unshaken
fidelity, and were in consequence exposed to the
resentment of tht agtual Government; that Go-
vernment was pdvancing by rapid strides to the
establishment of absolute power, and had already
distiissed from the army many officers of mode-
rate opinions, and had supplied their places by
persons Gevoted to the court. They knew that
sthe vengearce of Don Miguel would be directed
against themselvgs, when the changes then in
progress should be completely ‘effected, and the
court be enabled to strike the blow securely. They
were still unmolested, it is true, but theirs was a
Rollow peace, a treacherous quiet; they slept
upon gunpowder, and were well .aware that the
match would be applied at the fitting moment.
. Wishing to divert the minds of her guests from
the heavy sense of impending ca.latmty, the Mar-
chioness of Fronteira placed herself at the piano,
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and played a livcl): air; bdt though her taste
and exccution werg cqually admired, it scemed
as if the very music was mfectca by the melan-
('holy of the time; and like—

% The erctlsul Minstrel’s fabled strai®,
That, disubedient at the call, o
Wail'd luud through Bithwell’s bnnne; d halk,
Ere Donglases, to gyin driven,
Were exiled from their native heaven,’

even so her n-.{s, as if prophetjc of approaching
wou, fell keavily upon a silent room and a lifeless
audience.

O the following mnrmng fresh changes were
aunounced. The C-.nt ofyVilla Flor was dis-
mis.ed from the milit iry Government of Alentcjo,
the Count of Alva fiom the Algarves, the Mar-
quis of Valenca frum the Traz os Montes, the
Count of Lumiares from the Minho, and Sir
Thowmas Stubbs frome Oporto; and theif appoing-
ments were given to the adherents df the ultra-®
Miguelist party. The Marquig of Chaves and
the chiefs lately i arms against thesGovernment
were recalled. 1 do not blame their recall, but
the proceedings against the Imperialists were,
to the last degree, impolitic; for every meastre
tended to produce a struggle, and every circum-
stance showed that a day of active conflict was at
hand. -

On the 12th of March the panic was at its
height among the Imperialists, and the Mlguel-

VOL. I. o
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ists were scarcely less alarmed. Rio Pardo, a
decided Abgolutist, and then Minister of the War
Department, terrified at the rapidity with which
- the wheel of revolutlon was revolving, exclaimed,
“We have dqne in a week what could not have
been effected, with safety, in a yean™ He wasan
able man, amd knew, the danger of the crisis.
Spirited and cven fierce discussions had taken
place in the Chat_nbcrs; and the militia and the
regular troops were united, almost fo 4 man, in
their opposition to the Government. Whenever
the Infant appeared in public, they struck up the
national hymn: tlie Court, in consequence, forbade
it to be played ; the order was complied with, but
flashes of resentment broke forth among the
troops, and they did not scruple to declarc that
the oppressive measures then in progress should
recoil on the oppressors.  ~. .
¢ T saw adctachment of the Cagadores drawn
up in line at the Opera-house. Their Colonel had
been just superscded; the usual cexpression of
good-humour no longer irradiated their features ;
but they stood with lowering countenances, pre-
serwing a gloomy silence. Probably the members
of the administration had no alternative in the
¥course which they pursued : as a dismasted ship
..is driven upon the breakers by an uncontrollable
tempest, so the Government, déprived of its
“better judgment, was compelled “to adopt these
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perilous expedient;, by the®sccret but powerful
influence of a fanatical priest, a.nd. the frantic
energy of the Queen-mother.

That extraordinary person pgssessed abilities,
and 2 ﬁrrpncss of purpose, that, wnder l}etter re-
gulahon migltt have led to all that was %ood and
great. She had begn foohshly inSulted by the "
Cortes of 1820, and the sense of § injury was not
appeased, in Ler vindietive mjnd, by the over-
throw ofsthe offending parliament, but every mo-
dification of the representative system became
afterwards hateful in her sight. She organized
consmiracies against the € ‘l‘u'fvr n cvery part of
the kingdom, and communicatal with the con-
spirators; she originated, matured, and carried

every desperate mcasure into  exccution her
word was law, her®smile promotien; she some-
times perfuaded. sometimes intimidafed her n-
capable son; she snatched the rudder from hi2
feeble grasp, and, with a furious but not unsteady
hand, steered onward to the destined point, re-
jecting the safer, but more circuitous path, and
unappalled by the tempes, gathering round her.

Don Miguel in the mean time remained,®like
an eastern monarch. shut up withirf the walls of
his palace, and refused to partake of any food
that was not prepared by his faithful and fa.
vourite nursé. Nor were his apprchensiong
groundless : t)) a more conciliating policy he

o2
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might have cventualty sccured the highest object
of his ambition, and have probably governed with
undisputed authority; but the impolitic violence
(of his conduct produced. a corresponding spirit
of resistance; and unforescen cvents alone pre-
vented, at that peried, the re-action which might
have been cexpected in the actual temper of the
troops.

It was said, and I believe truly, that an exten-
sive conspiracy was oreanized under theedirection
of a secrct committee, but was rendered abortive
by peculiar circumstances. Don Miguel stoéd at
that time on the btink of a precipice. Never, in
any preceding pr-nod of Portuguesc history, had
a Prince of the House of Braganza been involved
in gréuter and more imminent peril ; but in spite
of his actual danger he succeeded for the mo-
ment; a short-lived success, not préduced by
plans wisely'vonceived and greatly executed, nor
yet the offspring of that steady foresight, which
calculates on vthe stunning cffects produced Ly
vigorous measures following cach other in rapid
succession ; nor of that considerate courage which
carrees unshrinkingly into execution the daring
acts dispassionatcly resolved on as at once the
boldest and the wisest policy. The flecting
triumph of the court was the result of unreflect-
ing passion, aided by a fortunate combination of
causes over which it had no cohntrol, and its



CH. VL) POLICY OF THE COURT. 293

L[]

ultimate failure was the almost certain result of
a policy which outraged the feelings. not of the
people gencrally, but of those who had arms in
their, hangs; and who, baffled, it is true, in the
fifst ]mar. of surprlsc and alarn;,'had wt cVen-
tually, as circumstance§ have since pl’pved the
great question in thair decision *. < .

When Don Migrel arrived in Portugal, he
found his autnority rather nominally than practi-
cally controlled by the establishment of the Char-
ter, divested as it was of any very popular ten-
d(\n(:ics, and cssentially aristgcratic.in its cle-
me ts.  An enlightened oreven a sclfish view of
Ius real interests should have mmde him cling to
that Charter; upon that Charter he should have
lavished every outward mark of respeet, for “under
the actual combination of parties, ad in the actual
temper of the people. it could have Yormed go
real barrier against any determined exertion o}
the royal prerogative; yet would have cnabled
him to effect, without incurring pérsonal odium,
those reforms which had become absolutely es-
sential to the prosperity of the state, and to the
stability of his Government. ¢

It is truc that at the period in question the

* About this time, and subsequently, I blamed the policy pur-
sued, on certain puints, by our Ambussador, Sir Frederick Laml,
I must frankly eslmit that, in that respect, 1 was complett.ly in
error, for 1 then pagsessed only a partial knowled;s® of events.
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national feeling very generally inclined to the
ancient rule ¢ for although the Portuguese Govern-
ment had been for ages despotic in form, it had
eyet in practice been mild and paternal., But
altfbugh the manifest sympathies of the peopje
_with the old order of things induced many persons
“to* believe that the restoration of the absolute
system on a stable basis was by no mcans im-
practicable, still, bencath these favourable ap-
pearances, there were symploms in the body
politic which led the calm and unprejudiced ob-
server to infer that the best chance of preserving
the old institutions ofthe country was to be found
in an honest recognition of the Charter of 1827,
To every man who looked beyond the surface, it
was evident that, unless considerable changes were
introduced into the financial and other depart-
ments, the wasteful expenditure of the public
money could not be checked, the disorder of the
finances, then yearly increasing, \\ould continue
to augment, dnd, in the eritice al state of parties,
almost incvitably terminate in popular revolution.
Internal revolutions aze, at present, with few ex-
ceptions, ultimately referrible to one and the same
cayse. The circumstances which immediately
produce the change vary indced in different states,
according to the different character, habits, and
condition of the people, but almost every revolu-
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tion in our own times is uftimately referrible to
cmbarrassments connceted with theaevenue. In
states that have undergope the fiecry ordeal of
revojutiop, it will be generally, found that diffig

¢ulties of finanee were not only a0 accoyipareying
symptom, bul often a gery cfficient cafise of the
national malady, angd havesnot unﬁequent]y pre-
ceded for a long time the crisis of the disease.

A Portuguese monarch, relygng for support ex-
clusivel§ on the Absolute party, could hardly have
ventured to introduce reforms prejudicial to the
um crosts of many of his partls.ms, hgwever essen-

" to the safety of the statg s he Hll{,)]lt perhaps,
nave corrected the abuses whieh disfigured the
judicial system. kit he could hardly have abo-
lished the gross monopolies which then pereaded
the kingdom, chécked the development of the
naciona\'industry,’ and prevented the inprove-
ment of the revenue : but by meang of the Cham-
bers e might have casily cawied into cffect, the
necessary improvements; the partial unpopula-
rity resulting from those changes would have
been borne by the legiglature, while the advan-
tage would have been reaped not only by the
people but also by the Sovereign? Don Miguel
might, at that period, have affixed his own limits
to cvery measure of change,—a power scldom
enjoyed by the Head of the statein penods of
active transition. The Charter of 1828 and the
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Charter of 1834, though essentially the same, were
calculated to,produce very different results. The
Charter overthrown by Don Miguel could npt, I
Jhink, have been detrimental to the established
interests of the. country, at a time when an im-
mense mayority of the nation were attached to his
*person and the strength of hjs adherents was un-
broken; but it was fraught with ruin to many of
those interests, when imposed on a defeated people
by a party that had outstripped the modcration
of their early leaders, that was flushed with suc-
cess, and triumphant over cvery obstacle opposed
to the gratification’ ofytheir wishes. But in 1828
the Charter was, an engine which would have
obeyed the slightest impulse of, the master-mind ;
a greatr majority of the House of Peers were de-
voted to him; ‘he representative assembly would
have been woulded to his will,-and thus, [ believe,
uader the protecting sanction of the popular
forms, he would hare acquired a more real autho-
rity, and a mor2 effective command over the re-
sources of his country, than had ever fallen to the
lot of any Prince of the Jlouse of Braganza under
the old despotic rule. Had the Charter been re-
spected, that species of authority which, however
grateful to the caprices, is unimportant to the
soljd power of the monarch, could indeced have
been no longer cxercised ; the nobles could not
have been kept in a state of tutelag'e, their pro-
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pertics and family honourf would not have re-
mained dependent on the will of the Court. nor
woyld individuals in any rank of life have been
liable to grrest at the nrere fiat ¢f a minister; bug
that power of calling forth and mcldm.(r the na-
tmlml resources whiclecgnsti tutes the refl stlcng'lll
of a government, angd showld aloné be (bveted in
the present day by an enlightened sovereign.
would, 1 think. have been considerably augmented.
But it fhis view of the case had proved in the
result crroncous, and he had cventually disco-
vered that the new Constitution wys practically
i’ smpatible with a fair exarcase of the royal pre-
rogative, Don Miguel might, even then, 1 amn con-
vinced. by personal conciliation, and by a gr.dual
succession of cautious measures, have ullmmtel_)
removed every obnoxious privilege, without incur-
ring any Seal hazard: for among the Portugugse,
with whom the love of liberty is of recent datl.
and altogethey, subordinate # their hereditary
sense of loyalty, the Constitutior was not suffi-
ciently rooted in the hearts of the people, or of
any influential order in fhe state, to have inter-
fered with the attachment which would have® soon
grown up for a young and pdpular *Prince.

A priedial insurrection is usually produced by
some generg) and pervading canse of discontant,
but men in g higher rank of life are influenced
at all times, and especially during periods of in-

o3
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ternal commotion, by motives of a mixed nature.
Unquestionably, some of Don Miguel’s oppo-
nents were staunch adherents of the Charter;
Adut many, who berame defermined enemies, would
havé quirtly acquicsced in his anthority, éf the im-
_politic mchsures of his Gavernment had not ren-
dered submissivn more peri'ous than resistance.
By declaring open war against the Constitution.
and, still more, by ¢he uninecasured denunciations
of the Court against the Constitationalists, he
drove into complete insurrection not only those
who were sircerely attached to the Charter, but
all who had, from varibus reasons, enlisted under
its banners during the preceding year, when
Constltulmna\ principles were still in the ascen-
dant.  Many of these would have adopted, with
little reluctancé, a system more contremal to his
uc »s. ift their retreat had been rendered casy, if a

pru(lcnt veil hiad Leen thrown over the past, and
the new reign had Bieen ushered \in by the pros-
pect of a lenient and impartial rule. « Tros 2yri-
usve miki nullo discrimine agelur,” was a maxim
which should have beex graven in letters of gold
upon the royal tablet, and should have uniformly
influenced Don Miguel's political conduct; but,
by dividing the nation into two fierce and hostile
fifiions. he evoked against his Government every
varied princtple of action which conld sway the
minds of his opponents. He should have allowed
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the distinctions of party 10 have blended insen-
sibly, and have become lost in a general emula-
tion to meet his wishes, gnd a general sense of
loyglty tghis person; @nd this.én the then tempes
Sf the nation, would have l-cv:)'not ogly a® con-
sumu ition fo be deveutly wished for, hut most
casy of attaimnceus B when® e drew, still
broader, the actual line of demarcation hetween
the rival factions, and compelled every man to pro-
claim liis faith, and to take up his position, either
as un opponent, or as a friend of Don Pedro and
the new Conustitutipn; bll(lﬂ.l(!. angl a sense of
ee sistency. and the stromg obligation of party
ties, combined to retain under the standard of the
Charter an immense proportion of those who had
once espoused its canse @ while others “hecame
involved in a morfai straggle with Ehc Govern-
ment ; not without rearet on their PMt’ not feoin
attachment to any abstract theories, not for the
sake of the exgnguished Con%titution, but simply
because they found themselves proseribed.  In
corroboration of this statement, witness the per-
sonal terrors experiencedby the Constitutionalists
in the last days of the Constitution, witness the
general expatriation before the standard of revolt
was raised.

That statesman would matcrially underrite
the real mcgsure of the attachmert felt by she
Portugucse for the old institutions of their country,
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if he judged entirely 'from the apparent strength
of the respective factions, as arrayed against
each other during the recent struggle, or even
from the final issye of the civil war. The most
popular causc that ever was maintained by man
would hatc been endanggred, if not ruined. by
the.policy of Den Miguel's Government. 1t would
therefore be incorrect to imagine that the great
body of the people were friendly to the unjust
and oppressive measures adopted by Don Pedro,
after his return to Lisbon, against the Peers,
the convents, and the church generally ; no such
inference can be fairlylrawn from the facility with
which acts subvessive of their interests were car-
ried into execution. B

The Miguclists were naturally opposed to these
innovations, but they were vanquished, and had
no voice: the moderate and influcntial men of
the lmperial ‘party beheld these violent changes
with dissatisfaction ¢ but, absolutely committed by
the part they had taken in the recent struggle,
they trembled for the safety of the new Govern-
ment, and were conscquently unwilling to en-
danger its stability and perhaps restore Don
Miguel's power, by any vehement opposition to
measures which they justly considered tyrannical
angd, oppressive. Don Miguel's failure in Por-
tugal is not.a proof that the great, body of the
people are favourable to the changes so hastily
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adopted by the Governm®nts which succceded
him; it is only a practical proof that institutions
supported by the grcatest.porti.on of the property
of $he cpuntry, and fismly roofed in the populay
hﬁc( tions, may yet be lost l)yoa.n m}lnovldcnt
poluv on thie part of their suppmters, and by
the gross mismanagement of théir available re-
S0urces.

There was a disposition in the leaders of the
populat party in 1828 to reform manifest abuses,
but at the same time to preserve all that was
venerable in the old institutions. This spirit per-
v.ded their Ioglslatmn and appeared in their
carcful abstinence from any fodish intermeddling
with the property enjoyed by the church and the
aristocracy, and in their almost ostentaltious re-
specl for the convents, ceven in the projected sub-
division of the térritor y, although ftesh arrapge-
ments were resolved on, as essentiil o the befter
administratiogp of the locale government of the
country, the old names of the pRovinces were re-
ligiously preserved. Their policy was to retain
old laws and usages whenever they could be re-
tained without injury to the state, and ift all in-
stances to surround their *new institutions with
the old forms of the monarchy. This judicious
deference o the popular prejudices was note imi-
tated by their constitutional successors of 1§34.
They, on the contrary, adopting a different prin-
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ciple, laboriously endchvoured, upon all occasions,
to obliterate ¢hat which was anzient and substi-
tute that which was new,—a policy in which they
yere supported by Don Pedro, who sacrificed the
real énterests of his country to the possionate
mdulgenw= of his personat resenfments.  In the
altered spirit of their degislation may be found
the cause of half the evils that afflict Portugal;
to this canse may. inp a great degree, be attributed
the desceration of the convents, the consequent
alicnation of the peasantry, their unsettled state.
and the lamentable change that has recently taken
place in their habits apd modes of life. The loss
of the British priwileges in Portugal, and the de-
cline of British influence, may be traced, not very
remotely, to the operation of a kindred fecling.
But why, it may naturally be asked, were the
liberal party of 1825 excnpt from the influence
of ihat hostility to every established system which
almost invariably actuates the forgign Constitu-
tionalist ?  Becuuse the prevailing spirits of that
party were, in 1828, the leaders of society, were
men of rank and stakecin the couutry, swayed
by many of the prejudices that attached to the
old regime, and rather friendly to representative
government from the force of circumstances than
from any natural bias in favour of constitutional
doctrines. l.felt at the time that a state of
partics and a conjuncture of circumstances so
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favourable to the old institutions of the country
were not likely te recur, if no real sgttlement were
then effected ; for I could not believe that, with
an gexpepditure uncheeked in ghe various deparg-
Jdnents, and which the state had l»('comc wholly
*umable to sufport, angabsolute® «rovcnﬂnont could
be maintained for gny great lengdh of time in the
face of a powerful minority in the towns. I there-
fore carnestay desired a cogpromise of parties
and of*interests, in which all that was really va-
hmbio in the new system of opinions might be
Lr ol.Qh( in aid of the tried dll(l logg- csmbhshod
in iitutions of the l\mg«lum ® But p.ntws were at
that time too exasperated for anufial concession,
and a compromiw was rejected, which might have
been fraught with benefit to the ('nuﬂ('r).', and
have long protracted the existente of institutions,
many of which unhappily, I think, fof the integests
of Portugral, have now ceased to exist. °

I called on §ir William Clnton on the morning
of the L2th of March, and fourd him suffering
from the eficets of a violent kick from a mule.
Among the absurd rupsours of the day. it was
reported that the Queen-mother had putchased
the recalcitrant brute, as % sigfal proof of the
hate she bore the English. 1 afterwards called
on Count \.lilla. Flor; he was absent, but I {pund
the Countgss conversing with hor mother, the
Marchesa di Loulé, in the beautiful saloon over-
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hanging the sunny Tagus. The Marchesa was
a soft and interesting person; she held her
daughter’s hand affectionately clasped in hars;
ghe dwelt with feeling upon the anguish, of their
approaching scparation, and bewailed, in simple
but aﬂ'ccting language, the heavy times. that ren-
dered so ‘precarious amy future meeting on this
side of the grave.

During the nigkt of the 12th of March the
troops remained under arms ; some deeisive blow
was in consequence expected, and on the follow
ing morning, the (‘llambms were closed by a
decree of the Infanf. sAs usual, the general ap-
prehension eaceeded the real danger; a belief
was prevalent that stronger measures were in
the contemplation of (fovernment, that the lead-
ing Imperialists would be arrested during the
course of the ensuing night, and that an exten-
sive list of pr weriptions, prepared by the Queen-
mother and her contessor Macedo, were actually
delivered into tle hands of the officers appointed
to carry them into execution.

The terrified Imperiniists no longer ventured
to remfain within their houses, but concealed
themselves during tHe day in various parts of
the city, and, favoured by darkness, escaped to
the vesscls of ncutral powers lying in‘the Tagus.
On the following day 1 hired a hoat, and rowed
to the frigate of the British Admiral, to take a
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last farewell of Count Villa¥Flor and the Marquis
of Fronteira, who.had sought refugg on board the
Spgrtiate. Times had changcd', and the splendid
Goyernor of Oporto*, so fatcly. hospitable to the
stranger, courted by the great, gand worshipped
t)y the poor could nq longer Yest his* head se-
curely in the lowegt hamlet of lis native lgnd®
He was evidently dejected. but endured with
firmness this rapid reverse of fortune, and pressed
my hand warmly, as he alluded to the brighter
days of our first acquaintance. « However, 1 have
not abandoned the cause ; honour is preserved,”
he said. His young and Jeautiful Countess was
much aflected by this suddems wrench from so
many cherished tjes; but the same exalted spirit
that supported her during the drcadfel hight
of her Father's murder, and aktcrwards in the
prisons of Penicle, sustained her i this heavy
hour of hopcless scparation from® the kinsmen
and the country of her youih. Determined to
follow her husband's fortunes through every sad
vicissitude, this cxemplary woman renounced,
without a murmur or a jear, the home that was
soon to become the prey of the spoiler, and the
friends she might never sce again. * The Marchesa
of Fronteira wept bitterly, but did not speak ;
Fronteira was depressed, but said that he did pot
regret the f)g.rt he had taken in public affairs: we
* Count Villa Flor.
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walked to the cabin Wwindow; he gazed carnestly
on the well-known towers of Li¢bon, and his eyes
filled with tears as he saw, for the last time,,the
sun go down upop his native shores. Before that
sun &ad risen again, they were far awgy on tlu
wide Atlaxtic.

In the cveriing I saw the . policc drawn up in
rank, each man standing by his horse, obviously
prepared to act af a moment’s notice, and the
regular troops werc again under arms. and re-
mained in that state during the whole night.
The Imperialists beheld, with renewed alarm,
preparations which yere in fact only precau-
tionary, for the ceurt dreaded a military reaction,
" as much as the liberal party feared some sudden
act of ministerial aggression. The rumours were
exaggerated ard cndless, the ferment great, the
alarm universal, and it is difficult to say, by
wiich party ‘it was entertained in the highest
degree. During the following days the cmigra-
tion was incewsant, and the agonizing scemes
which passed in the interior of Portuguese fami-
lies would have touchgd the hardest heart; for
persous of either scx, and of every rank and age,
were involved in the general expatriation, and
the British ships overflowed with the unfortunate
fugitives who crowded around them, imploring
that protection which was never ylét denied by
British seamen to the desolate and oppressed.
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In this crisis Lord Amelius Beauclerk extended
his line-of-battle, ships from the harbour up to
Lisbon. This movement, though judicious,
alnrmcd thc timid, whjle “the lzrotracted occupa-
tmn of thc forts by British trqops againgt thé
%nown wishes of the Qourt cxasperatgll the Mi-
guelists, and the popular fgeling, which afterwards
flowed so strongly against the English, began
cven now to take a direction.hostile to our Go-
vernment. In the mnean time Don Miguel made
arrangements to leave Lisbon and repair to his
paface at Villa Viciosa, ostensibly to enjoy the
pleasures of the chase. TRere, joined by his
mother, supported by the peasagtry, and strength-
cned by the Marquis of Chaves and his troops,
he hoped to find himself speedily at theshead of
an overwhelming force, in a condition to march
upon Ifsbon, and dictate terms of submission to
the Imperialists ; a scheme discovered, I bel:cwe,
and disconcerted by Sir Frederick Lamb.

On the 15th of March an offial proclamation
appeared, alluding in terms of high commenda-
tion to the conduct of, the troops during the
crisis of 1824, expmssmg a confident hope that
they would show the same zgal and loyalty when a
similar occasion should require similar exertions,
and threateping any refractory corps with severe
punishment. As the violent overthrow of the
first Constilution (and it must be admitted that
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most deservedly it fell) was the act of heroism
for which the troops now recgived the Infant’s
thanks, it was ilhpossiblc to misunderstand, the
‘na.ture of the servxces hinted at in thls address
and gxpected ﬁ;pm the soldiery : this was followed
by an ordgr to tht Intendaut-general of the police,
‘requiring him <o supply the Minister of the Inte-
rior with a list of the magistrates, throughout the
kingdom, who had prevented the people from
manifesting their affection for Don Miguel. that
such disaffected persons might feel the terrible
effects of his justice. It is difficult to describe
the alarm and indifrnption perpetuated by thesc
successive annoupcements in the minds of the
Imperialists, who enjoyed no repose, no freedom
from"amxicty, not even a momentary respite from
great and continued excitcment.
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NOTE

[As 1 have dwelt at some length in the previous part of my work
upon the Catalan revolt of 1822, I reinsert the account of a
wild adventure which befel me when travelling with a relative
during that troubled period, as it may acquaint my readers with
the peculiar feelings which agitated the provipce at that time,
and illustrates the devoted loyalty of the insurgept Guerillas.
My readers probably recollect that the contest was carried on
m 1822 between the Constitutionalistd} or the armies of the
Cortes. on the one hand, and the Royalists on the other, who
were endeavourmg to release King Ferdinand from thg thraldom
in which he was held. ]—See page 156.

As we crossed the Ebro in a ferry-boat, we heard frgm
a goatherd, for the first time, of the insurrection in
Catalonia, that sfterwards becanle so famous, and for
seventeen months continued to desofate the country.
Our accounts during the next day were very imperfect,
but beforc we rcached Bas®elona we had entered the
revolted districts. Vendrell, where we paused fdt a few
hours, had been occupied, and again évacuated by the
Royalists, three days previous to our arrival. Tarra-
gona was menaced by armed parl:les, and the authorigies
had in consequence left the town. We yere reqmred to
preduce our passports at every village through which
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we pagipd, and on my asrival at Barcelona I was placed
under arrest, on account of some informality in the sig-
natures, occasioned: by the absence of the Governor of
Tarragona. I was detaitied in the Hdtel de Villé till
‘the arriva) <of the political chiet, who, if I- remeinber
rightly, wgs Rotttn, whose name bccame 80 gcnemlly
known at a 1ater penod of tlz revolution. - He listened
nttentlvely to my explanhtion, perceived how the mis-
take had originated, and, in spite of the -remonstrances
. of his secretery, suffered®me to depart without delay.
At Barcelona, wherc we were compelled to remain some
days, as the roads were on all sides occupied by the
Royalists, we received more correct information respect-
ing the state of the country. For the last two months,
large bodies of the insurgents had shown themsclves,
and harasscd the soldicrs ; but during the fortnight that
preceded our arrival the entire pea‘santry had taken up
arms against the Government in many parts of the
country, and the insurrcction had assumed ar alarming
chafacter. The Royalists, commanded by Misas and the
famoys Trappist, had. established their hcad-quarters at
Cervera, a large town on the high road b:tween Barcelona
and Madrid, and intercepted all official communications.
While we delayed at Barcelona until some change in the
statg of affuirs shoul] pgw'n permit us to renew our
journey, despatches arrived from the Coramander of the
Constitutional forces, aiinouncing the defeat of the Roy-
alists and the fall of Cervera; but adding, that victory
had heen accompanied by a dreadful carnage (horrososa
clade). In this encounter, the’ Royalists ‘sustained one
of the severest reverses which they expenenced during
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the whole course of the civil was: they foight 1 fﬁ' four-
teen hours with undaunted courage, but were comp!etely
roubed at the close of the day *  Ad the road was again

* \Ife arrived at Cerverags few dnyu after its reeapture. 1 found,
the same d)ﬂiculty in procuring informatien whlch.Pevergwhere
@xperienced ‘on the scenes where such ev 3 egently taken
place. 1ndeed, I°was temptedgto believe that mucl? exaggeration
had prevailed in the statement of the killed,and woqnded e
saw the official returns, and afterwards heard a detailed account
of the assault from an officer connected with the regiments en-
gaged. The following relation of the fall of Cervera, extracted .
from the Annuaire Frangaise, a work gelfemlly free from political
bias, may not be uninteresting to my readers, as it was one of the
wmiost important events of the civil war; it dispersed a large un-
disciplined force, and inundated castern Catalonia with the broken
and retreating bands of the Royalists,gwho spmead the flame of
insurrection over the remotest partgyof the country :—

A la nouvelle des succés de Misas, quj avait pris Campredon
117 Avril), et levait des hommes et des contributions dans tout
le pays, le Général Ligberas, commandant & Barcelone, s’était
mis 3 la 1éte de guelques troupes reguliéres et de milices, pour
arréter ses progrés, et il en ngmt quelques bandes qui furent
battues et dispersés. Xn méme tems, le &énéral Don Joseph
Bellido, cofmandant & Lérida, avait ét6 détaché coitre le Trupme :
cette colonne sortie de Lérida le 17 Mai, se gomposait* de ol
bataillons d’infanterie, régiment de Ferdinand VII. des Auturies
¢t de Tarragone, et de cinquante chevayx du régiment d’Espagne.
Dés le lendemain (18) elle trouva un corps d’insurgés retranchés
sur une hauteur qui domine Tarrega; elle les culbuta dans la
ville, od Bellido entra avec eux, et les poursuivit jusqu'a Cervera,
on était le quurtier—générul des insurgés, et une espéce de junte
Apostolique. Tous les habitan® avaient pris parti pour la cause
de la Foi ; ils se mirent en état de défense : repounsés dang la ville,
ils se retmm.herent dans les maisons crénelées, d’ol ils fuisaient
un feu meurtiier; le Général Bellido ne vit pas d’autre moyen
de les réduire, gne de faire mettre le feu aux quatre coins de la
ville; et au mlheu dun désordre occasionné par cette mésure il
ordonna umne am.aqne générale 2 la baionette; elle fut querque
tems incertainey car les insurgés -renfermés dans les maispns,
mhlgré le progrés de I'incendie, faisolent pleuvoir sur les soldats

VOL. L. P
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open JgsAragon, we loft Barcelonk on the 22nd of May,
and ‘arrived in the evening at Esparraguerra, where we
had been preceded’ by a regiment of the Constitutional
troops, who were singiffg the Tragala in the streets.

bBc{'ql'e I rétired to rest, I left the Posada. ‘Montserrat
rose gloomily befors me; the streets were deserted, ard

- beyond the town I perceivéd there werc no lights in
any of the neighbouringu hamlels. These were dreary
signs of the times. T returned to the inn, threw myself
on my bed, and slegt till morning. T then understood
that an order had been issued, forbidding any individual
to leave his housc after dark, and requiring cvery peasant
who dwelt beyond the walls of Esparraguerra, to quit
his hamlet and enter the town before dusk. This mea-
sure was intended-to prevent any communication he-
tween the Royalist Guerillas and the peasantry, who
were rapidly enlisting in their bands. It was known
that parties of the insurgents descended the mountains
at night, forsged the country for provisions, and were
wall received Ly the inhabitants, who were in those dis-
tricts universally favourable to the Royal cause.

L]

une grele de balles, de tuiles, de morceanx de hois et de pierre.
Enfin, aprds une vigoureuse résistance, la ville fut rendue i dix
heures et demie du soir, et subif toute la nuit les suites horribles
d'une prise d’assaut. Elle était presque detruite et ses habitans
en partie exterminés, mais elle avait coit¢ cher aux vainqueurs—
ils avaient perdu 16 commindant des Asturies, et au moins deux
cent cinquante hommes. Suivant le rapport du général Consti-
tutionnel, la perte totale des insurgés dans ces deux affaires avait
ét¢ de plus de donze cents hommes, entre lesquels cent cinquante
A cent soixante tonsures' avaient été trouvés Sur le champ de
bavaille ou dans fa ville; ceux qui nurent échapper & ce désastre
se disporsérent dans les montagnes, ou le Trapiste les rallia,”
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Early on the follov?ing day w& left Esparraguisra, and
passing a fine regiment that was mar.ching upon Vila, or
Vilig, arrived in less than two hours at Colbato, a small
village at the foot of the mpuntain of Montserrat, whose,
shngular nspcmblnge of cones rising oge abovh nmther,
dh 2 high rango of crags, Jad long fitmed thetmost pro-
minent object in the lugdscapq. We dgtermined to yisit®
the convent; and giving instructions to our servants to
join us with the carringe at a partlcular spot on the
opposite side of the mountain, we cotmenced the ascent,
accompanied by o young Catalan who led the way.
Soor afterwards I remembered that we had left our
passports in the carriagc—un omission Which, at that
period of alarm, might have betn productive of serious
inconvenience. The boy, who was “accustomed to the
patois spoken by the peasantry of Catnloma, hardly
seemed to comprehend my meaning when I requested him
to return gud fetch it, nor when I askéd him some ques-
tions relative to the dhy’s expedition. He fixed his gyes
on the ground with such an expression of phlegmatic fn-
difference, that for a moment I th;)ught it would be ad-
visable to procurc a more hopeful guide; but when he
at length understood me, he volunteercd his services
with the most good-humou'red readiness. Our com-
panion improved upon acquaintance: he possossed &
quick perception of the ludicroys; ani, though young,
his remarks upon persons and events that fell under his
immediate observation were shrewd and caustic. We
had toiled up';:he hill to a considerable height by a"nar-
row and regulr zigzag, when we suddénly heard the
roar of the cannon from the valley below : it was twice
P2
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repeausﬂl and all was again mlent. I shall never forget
the change that- wu visible in his countenance, as he
turned round and said tq me, pale rather with awe, than
, with apprehcnslon, “El cafien!}” T had been infgrmed
that u lurge body of the Royahsts were statioped at Vila,
had resol{e1 to defend it to the last extremity, and thiit
“an,engagement'was exprcted to take place about this
very time in the valley below. We did not, however,
hear the sound repeated for some hours; and I after-
wards learned that these two discharges were unconnected
with the great attack that followed. A smull party of
the Royalists, who had been separated from the <nain
force to which they helonged, and were surrounded by
the Constitutional troop, had found their last refuge in
a house which thegt had fortified. Here these unfortu-
nate men defended themselves with a gallantry that de-
served a better fate: when the two discharges of cannon,
which we heard 6n the mountain, had eﬁ'ect?{l a breach
in ¢he wall, i:‘hey still refused to surrender, set fire to the
house, and died on the bayonets of the enemy, shouting
“ Viva ¢l Rey!” Three alone “suryived the assault,
were made priseners, and shot, a few hours afterwards,
by martial law.

. We reached the convent of Montscrrat early in the
day, and were glad to escape for a short time from the
intolerable glare of the sun., This pile of building, ir-
regular, and apparently constructed at different periods,
is still venerable and i 1mposmg, and retains evident traces
of former magnificence. Here formerly existed one of
tle most splehdid establishments of thesCatholic world,
but its fortunes had undergone a melancholy change.
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The pile was falling;inm ‘decay; the chapel, 8. 'perfect
specimen of architectural beauty before it experienced
the ravages of war, was then a ruin.* Three monks and
theif old abbot alone remaindd, stripped of ‘those do-
main.s which had giveh wealth and considegation to a®
wumerous “fratgrnity. The abbot cphe to ;'ecei:'e us
with grace and dignity: Mis welcome was friendly, hig,
manners calm and didtinguished, and in his couhte-
nance was an expression of melancholy mingled with
resignation. He had been reduced to extreme poverty
by the revolution ; during the French invasion he had
raisgd the peasantry, and armed a Guerilla; he had
shared the perils and hardships of that species of war-
fare with the rudcst peasant, .for' the independence of
Spain. The memory of past services should have en-
sured to him betﬁex.' treatment in his declining years.
He led us to the terrace, where we enjoyed a magnifi-
cent view of the country; fine magses of wood lay
around u% and beneath our feet, whiledall grey pin-
nacles of rock overhung the monastery. o From this qui-
nence, which is estimated at ncarly three thousand feet
above the sea, tife country beneath rather resembled a
plain varied by slight inequalities of s:uface, than what
it really was—a district intersected by ranges of high.
hills. Here they pointed odt to us Vila, or the houses
in its vicinity, where the Royalists were enc&mped ;
they informed us that the people of that town and the
neighbouring districts had taken up arms in their cause—
that bodies ofsthe Constigntionalists had been marghing
in that directjon duriné the morning apd the wholg of
the preceding day—that the attack would take place
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immediately, and be epposed with the utmost deter-
mination. Thsir anticipations were just: those walls,
then glittering in the bright beams of the morning, were
a heap of blood and asfies when the sun went down.
‘The resnshtnce was despernte l‘)eyond what had beep
expected the priegts carried the cross pefore the Roy-
alist force, and qxhorted therh rather to die than submit
to the oppressors of Catalonia, the enemics of their God
and their King; men, women, and even children, rose
at the sound of the tocsin, and fought in the ranks of
the Royalists ; the town was almost destroyed before
the troops could effect an entrance, and when it was
taken, no quarter was given, and a scene of indiscri-
minate massacre cnsucd,

As we took leave of the Abbot and the monks, they
pressed us to dine and spend the day at the convent,
with so mauch earnestness, that we afterwards suspected
they were not unacquainted with the dangers we were
likely to incw: by pursuing our journey. I Nave never
heard any certain account of the fate of this interesting
old man, and the mronks who were with him. More
than a year afteryards, when the Frerich were entering
Spain, I saw in one of the Journals, at Paris, that the
monks of the convent of Montserrat had become im-
plicated with the Royahst (xuenllas, had been detected
by the' Revolutionists, conveyed to prison, and would
immediately undergo the sentence of the law.

As we proceeded on our journey the scenery became

« bolder, the road bordergd the precipice, ayd the moun-
tain formed iteelf into a series of recegses or inland
bays, terminated by projecting heights. As we turned
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one of thesc headlands, we saw thee or four men advance
beyond the point which bounded the oppo‘sitc side of the
road, pause, retreat, re-nppenr, and suddenly fall back,

as if gtartled, and doubgful what course to pursue. This
hesitation dld not long endure. A party 06 pegsants
roke from the, shelter of the rockg shoutn;g loudly,
they desired us to halt, and keeping t}vaxr eyes steadilye
fixed upon us, that their aim might De unerring if we
attempted to escape, they came with their muskets to their
breasts and their hand to the triger, rushing towards
us with the utmost speed. At first the extraordinary
posision of their bodics, half bent to the earth, from the
difficulty of holding thejr muskets .prcsented in a course
o rupid, the wildness of thein, dress, the frantic yells
which they uttered, the irritation® stamped on their
countenances, and igcreased by the violence with which
they came, rather resembled an irruption of savages
than the charge of an organized Guerilla; but when the
first tumdltuous onset was over, they recovered all their
native dignity. Their hair was unconfined, their trow’ssrs
blue, their plaid dark red, and the scarlet bonnet of
Catalonia fell fir down their shouldgrs. When firat
they reached us, they held their muskets to our breasts,
saying, “ You are traitors! you are enemies of the
King and the Holy FaitR! you shall die! you shall
die!” They required us to glve up our mouey; and in
the first transport of rage dashed it upon the ground,

saying, it was the gold of traitors! But when we assured
them that w8 were strangers tptally unconnected with
the troubles of the times, that we beloaged to that dis-
tant country whose sons had fought side by side with
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them for the rights of King Ferdinand and for Spain,
against the penple who dwelt beycnd those Pyrenees
that were then in sight, and to which we pointed as. we
spoke, they shook hands ‘with ug enthusiastically,. and
gave gn ufconditional promise that our lives should bé
respected. . By this* time the Captain, az.d a man whé
was appareitly second in authoritv, whom we afterwards
distinguished by the name of Lieutenant, had arrived.
They were superior in language, manners, and educa-
tion, to the surrounding group; they were not subject
to the same fluctuations of opinion ; they were less con-
vinced of our innocence at one moment, of our guilt at
another. They possegsed more judgment, more reflec-
tion, and that moderation which generally arises from
matured knowledge 'of mankind ; they examined us with
method and minuteness, secmed anxious to ascertain
the exact"number of the Constitutional troops that we
had left in the valley, and the precise direction  they had
taken: we ankwered their questions with ﬁdehty At
umes, and pnrtlbular]y when wc alluded to Vila, they
seemed startled at our replies. As they now appeared
to regard our copduct with less suspi'éion, we trusted
I;ﬂx-at they would not detain us, when we had frankly
tommunicated the little information we possessed re-
specting the views and movements of the enemy; but
anincident occurred thnt entirely changed their feelings,
and would have proved fatal to us, had not the Captain
and the Lieutenant interfered in our favour. When
they kad sufficiently examined us, they desired to see
all that we had<brought with us to the mountain. In
consequence of this request, P——— was obliged to pro-
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duce three pistol balJs that were by chance in his pocket
at the moment. These balls ¥fected an instantaneous
and astonishing revulsion of feeling: they wgre looked
upen as proofs conclusive of our connexion with the
revelutionary army, gad of thc hostile motives that had
Ted us tg the mountain; they became ad viglent as
*before ; some «cocked thejr muskets§ and vege only pre-
vented by the Captaig and the Lieutonant ‘from carry-
ing their threats into execution. We explamed with
some difficulty, amid the tumult, that these balls be-
longed to pistols which we carfied for safety on the
high roads. They appeared in some degree re-assured
byethis probable statement, but not convinced. They
were evidently disposed to beliege that gve had come to
the mountain for the purpose of reconnoitering, and
were acting in concert with the®Constitutionalists in
the plain; nor copld we give any satisfactory answer
respecting the reasons that had induced useto deviate
from the road, and visit the mouetain, at a moment
when, t0 adopt their emphatic language, every man
fron Lerida to Montserrat stood with his musket.o; his
breast :—(T'oclo da Lerida a Moptserrat stu con escopeta
al pecho.) we said, however, we l.md been informed
that the mountain was for the moment in a tranquil
state, and assured them th}t our visit was solely occu-
gioned by motives of curibsity. Unaccustomed to tra-
vellers, they had probably never heard such reasons
assigned before, and received them with justifiable sus-
picion. After some discussion, the Captain turncd to
us and saids'we had informed hjm that our servaute had
instructions 40 join us with the carriage at a partigular
23
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spot,”on the opposite side of the, mountain; that he
would ascertain the fact’ and that we should be judged
by our own wowds. _If our story proved consistent, and
the result of his inquiries satisfactory, we should depart
m peace ; but that if the first proved inconsistent, and
thc latter ﬁnsa.tlsfnctory, he hud no altcrnative left m
the criticalrstate of their affairg, as no qudrter was gwen
tu prisoners by either party. .

These words were spoken frankly, but not uncour-
teously ; nor was there any appearance of insult in
his mauner. This sﬂecies of dictation was not agree-
able from any individual ; still T felt, at that time,
what my poor Catalan expressed in simple langusge,
some hours aftcrwardes, when we stood on the moor
—¢ Sefior, your lot has sbeen unfortunate to-day; but
such are the chances of men who range over the
world.”” We now continued our jeurney, guarded by

€

the band.” A wild original, whom we afterwards dis-
tinguished by the dame of Shocky, from his shock head
of hajr, attached himself to me, and kept near my horse’s
heat ; though sich a precaution was quitc unnecessary,
as any attempt to escape would have begn impracticable.
He was on terms of familiarity with the Captain, though
he seemed to have little authority in the troop; and
was cerlainly more calculatrd to further an enterprise
by his courage and exertions than to plan and direct its
execution. He differed totally in manners and character
from the rest of the Guerilla, and was the only indivi-
dual who uttered any offensive expressions; and these,
1 have’little doubt, origisated more in a thollghtlcssness
“+ind natural veheinence of temper, than ifi any malig-
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nant fecling. For gome time we proceeded tranquilly
along the road ; the Guerilla fooked upon us with less
displeasure, and Shocky’s repeated assurancgs that we®”
sheuld dic began to abate.  Although little regularity
wa observed in thejr mnrch. they paid 1mp11c1t vbe-
“dience to,their chief, who omitted no_point '8 nagessary
® cuution : before we turngd any of €he prjucting rocks
that concealed the vigw of the ruad, sheyond, he Jege-
larly sent forward a vidette, consisting of three or four
men, who, advancing carefully, reconnoxtered the pags ;
and when they were satisfied that "o danger was at hand,
made signals to their companions. By these means they
etfectually guarded against any sudden surprise. This
calm, however, did not endure ; snd indeed their temper
was destined to undergo a severe trial. 'We had tra-
velled with them for a short distance, when we heard «
roling discharge of musketry from the valley below;
the Guerilla turned, and listened attentively ; it was
agmn ayd again repeated.  They kafew by those sounds,
and I knew also, that the long-expected tngugemegt had
commenced. I was aware that thesc*discharges would
probably contiyue, and could net fail to exercise n most
unfavourable influence on our desting—an anticipation_
quickly realized in their increasing irritation and change
of conduct. Their countenances hecame sullen, and
almost ferocious ; many scowling glances were Gent upon
us, many threats were uttercg, and,they spoke of our
guilt as certain. At length we heard the tremendous
roar of the cannon ; it was awfully reverberated among
the rocks, %and produced a strong sensation uffoh the
mind of evéty man, For som' minwtes I had closely
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observed the Captain, who was walking near me, with
the young Catalan, alohg the edge of the precipice.
He neither' paused, nor turned hie* head towards the
quarter whence those blgsts proceeded. In spite of
the exasperutlon of his men, and ¢he indignant obsefva-
tions that ‘were ipdirectly addressed to him, he fixed
his eyes omthe grofind, and pade no réply; his con-'
stiousness of those sounds,was alpne manifested by the
determined slowness of his step, and the increasing
‘gloom of his countenance. This peculiarity of manner
was not the effect of dldlﬂ'erence or inattention, but arose
from a feeling of deep-rooted pride: hemmed in these
fustnesses by the Coustitutional troops who surrounded
the mountain ot all sides, separatéd from his companions
in arms, unable to lend tMem any assistance in the hour
of their greatest emer’gency ; compelled to hear inactively
the sound of that musketry which avas levelling their
ranks, and would svon be directed against his own, he
would not express ‘an impotent desire of venggance be-
fore tvo strangers, whom he regerded as secret enemies
of lis cause; th'ough, in default of better evidence, he
had not yielded to the ‘tlamour of his band, and signed
.our death-warrant. That such were his reflections I
have little doubt, from his manner, his subsequent con-
duct, and from casual expressions. At all events, he
prescrved silence while the musketry continued ; but
when the loud roar of the cannon suddenly broke upon
us, his countenance changed, and the passion that had
long heen gathering in his breast seemed at once to
master"his better judgment, as he turned tU the young
Cataian, and said“that the Constitutionalist§ were at that
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moment exterminating his companions; that no mercy
had been shown to the Roya’mts who were taken in
arms near Tu'ragbn, and that the circ@mstadces under
which we were captured jusgified the retaliation which
he%vould no longer delaye In answer to hig last speech,
I turnedand said to him, that we cquld fee] no®appre-
'hension; that he had plgdged his Qvord—bl‘k word of a ¢
Catalan—that our lives should be respected ; thatsuch
a pledge, so given, could not be disregarded in my ,
country, nor, in his, would be viglated by any mangof
honour. In spite of the irritation under which he was
labouring, he listened to me with attention, but made
no reply ; aund, I think, was embarrassed by the re-
collection of a promife he no lenger ifitended to pre-
serve, and which he now con%cwed had been obtained
by falsehood, and given under a fulse impression. At
this crisis, when wur situation scemed desperate, we
were saved by an honourable fcclinz of fidelity in our
guide. Juring the first part of the day s expedition I
had been annoyed by the m(llfferencc wluch the goung
Catalan had shown on occasions that in some dégree
required activigy. I was aftebwards amused by the
caustic humour of his remarks; butawas totally unpre-e
pared for the vigour of mind which he now displayed
in defence of men who, %1l that morning, had been
entire strangers to him and his. He said, m a firm
tone, that he would pledge his cxistence that we were
foreigners, unconnected with party: we had visited the
mountain, relying on the hospitable feelings of the
people, amf under his peculiat guidance. He™ called
upon the Cdptain to pause for furthér proof, and’ not
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commit an act that would cast aj indelible stain on
their honour. The Capiam replied with warmth; but
these remonstrances had certainly the eifect, of prevent-
ing the hasty measures he,would otherwise have aduyted
 the irritation of the moment. & was surprised atéthe
intimacy that seeped to exist between the (Thief and
the young Catalan Fbut I afterwards lewrned from our
thulgteer thl'lt ther Captain,was a qmative of Monistrol, a

town not far from Colbato; that they had heen pre-

vipusly acquainted ; and that & brother of our guide had
fought with the Roydlists. This account explained the
influence which he possessed over the Captain’s mind.
About this time the Guerilla paused ncar a fountain,
formed by a mduntain<orrent thdt came down a ravine
in the rock. It is not edsy to describe the sublimity of
the scene that pres;:ntcd itself ;—it was a scenc that
Salvator Rosa should have sketchedy and Walter Scott
described. We stood amid one of. the grandest land-
scapes of savage nature: above our heads the mountain
was elothed to & considerable height with pine forests,
thaf’ were surmounted hy a runge of tall gray crags,
beneath our feet, stretc.hing as far as thc Pyrences that
bounded the distetace, lay Catalonia, the theatre of the
civil war. The fountain was overhung by a rock, co-
vered with wood, that overShadowed the road with 1ts
hranches. Beneath this cliff the Guerilla had collected
to enjoy & moment’s rest in the shade; still the beams
of the sun broke at intervals through the foliage, and
ﬁnshed upon their arms, their dark-red plaid, and scarlet
bonnet. The individusis who composed the Guerilla
sesmed chosen then, in the vigour of yolith, and pos-
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sessed all the charagteristic dignity of Spanish manners.
Their dress was picturesque, dhd suited to the scene;
their figures-wére °stately; their cpuntenancds, for the '
most part handsome, were noy lighted up by the various
fee¥ngs of anxiety, dgep, thought, and gloomy resent;
‘ment. These passions prevailed, byt werd® diflerently
®expressed, as they were pore or lés felt, gascording to «
the temper of cach man; byt on evgry gountenapce 1
read the same character of high determination, Some
werce kneeling by the fountain, and drinking with n,-
dity ; others reclined along the grdund and a few werc
leaning on their muskets. One man advanced to the
edgc of the precipice; and when he heard the heavy
sound of the cannon, he clenchal his st and shook it,
Jovking with un expressiou of determined hatred towards
the position that he conceived to” be occupied by the
Constitational trooys.

Pcrhaps there was no circumstance so Striking as
the courjesy with which we were tréhted, at a moment
when their passiont were exasperated, and our gdoom
almost decided. While the Guerilld were repdting
under the rock, the Captain asked me whether I were
not fatigued, and_would not like also to rest; and,
Shocky, who was my guard, when he paused to drink
from the numcrous strcame that intersected the road,
always invited me to follow his example. Wghile the
Captain and myself interchagged a few words, the
voung Catalan, who omitted no opportunity of interced-
ing in our favour, again renewed his advice agamst in-
temperate Mheusures ; ; but thes Captain turncd”aside,
adding, “ Nd®hay remedio” — ¢ There i no alternative.”
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These words, combined with the,calm determination
of his manner, convinced me that his courtesy arvse
more froth the «delicacy natural to &' high-minded man,
than from any favourable change in his intentions;
and in this light it was evidently régarded by his#fol-
lowers, who said, (then and afterwards, in the Catalah
patois,  Estan perllut, estan, perdut,”—(They are lost
inen, they.are los# men.) After we had left the fountain,

_ some private conversation passed between the Captain

atd his Liecutenant. , When this was concluded, the
latter selccted two mén from the band, and led the way
to a narrow path that wound through the wood to the
crags above. He ascended thc hill a step, turned, drew
himself’ up with dignity, waved his hand, and, address-
ing the Guerilla, said thdt he should mount the heights,
to lcarn if the Spaniards were approaching ; for by this
appellation they invariably designated the revolutionary
forces, in opposition to the native Catalans. He added,
that if he perceive(i them, he should fire as a sjgnal, and
thcn' dos tiros a los Sefiores, (*two volleys upon the
Signors.””) This injupction was not particularly enli-
vening, as the mountaih was on all sides surrounded by

»the adverse forced? Soon afterwards I heard a musket

fired, which I thought for a moment was the appointed
signal ; but was quickly wideceived by the manners of
the Gutrilla, whq paid no attention to the discharge,
and probably knew by the sound that it was unconnected
with their companions. As we continued our journey
slowly, the Captain scemed engaged in decp and more
mmcnble conversation “with the young Catalan : it
seemed desponding, by the low tones of ‘his voice, and



, 329

NOTES.

by a few broken sentences which I heard from time to
time ; the indighant feelings that had fipshed ghis cheek ©
were gone, and the fever of his eye was replaced by an
expwession of subdued melancho]y He said that the
mountain, was encompnssed on all sides by an over-
'whelmmg forcg ; he was aware tha} Ris con‘pamons in
the fortified house must haye alread.y penahed |
know,” he added, ¢ thnt, su surrounded wé too must
die, (s¢ bien que hemos de morir,) but we will shed our
dearest blood for the King and the Holy Faith.” lﬁs
former animation returned for a moment, when he
alluded to a proclamation that had been issued on the
preceding day, offering mercy to gll who gvould lay down
their arms within four-and-twgnty hours. He kindled
with indignation as he mentioned ®*some Royalists of a
different Guerilla, who, he said, had compromiscd their
principles and sued for pardon, (que han pedido par-
don.) “ The time limited by act,”he added, “ is ex-
piring; ‘ur situatien is hopeless, but mot a man will
submit.”’ T say, it was impossible tohear such Senti-
ments expressed at such a time, without a strong feeling
of respect for the individual—and of contempt for the
incapacity of a government that hnd enlisted such a
spirit against the cause of fyeedom. There was no period
of the civil war more dishstrous to the Royalists than
these days that immediately followed the fall of Cervera.
The Provisional Government of Urgel was not yet in
existence. There was no rallying point—there was no
union among the chiefs of the insurrection—there was
no safety lefgfor the Royalists, except, in the sympathy
of the people. Chieftains everywhere sprung up, acted
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independently of each other, and ircreased the general
confuamn‘ Little Guerillas, formed, from the wreck of
their army, renewed a despemt.e war in the mountains,
and were taken or cut to pleces in detsul During tbpse
successlve r&verses, acts of devoted heroism were per-
formed su h a8 we;e never surpnssed ip La Vendée ;¢
hnt they occurred in o remote corner of Europe,—they °
had no hisforian, and are mnknown
The cannon had ceased for some time before we
ret;ched a solitary howsc, that had probably flourished a
bad venta in its best days, but was now in a ruinous
condition. Here, the Captain said, he expected, to
receive. the requisite ipformation respecting ourselves ;
and, addressing a lad whp came to assure him that no
immediate danger was at hand, he entered the house.
We were led into the court, to awaig the result of their
conference: the outer walls had experienced the ravages
of war, and were falling into decay. A woman, bearing
a child in her urms, was seated on a plank that lay at
the .';xtremity of the court. She was evidently accus-
tomed to the Guerilla, ds she scarcely se::med to observe
their arrival, and  paid no attention to the scene that
“was passing around her. In a few minutes the Captain
re-appeared ; and, quitting the road that wound along
the'deﬁls, he led acroes an open moor. In answer to a
question asked him by my friend P——, he answered—
“If you are men of honour, you are betrayed ; but, if
80, you have nothing to fear’>— (Si stan hombres de bien
stan vendidos.) Here a scene of a ludicrous nature oc-
curred. We met a young peasant, whom. some of the
Guerilla seized ; and, suspecting that he intended to join



3 NOTES. 331

the militia, compelled him to follow in their train. As I
was mounted on horseback and rode in advance, the lad ,
mmgmed that I was captain of the' band, am?e implored
my, . interference with a most *ungainly mixture of sobs
gnd supplications Ih shite of my assuru‘ces to the
Jfontrary, "he continued these pxteo.u! vociferatins for
mercy, till he was mformed hy the Captain e my pre-
dicament was not more hopetul, or rhy atithority ‘more
extensive, than his own. He then bewailed his fate in
strain of unwenly lamentation, that first provoked e
contempt, and finally the anger, of these high-spirited
mauntaineers. For the honour of Spain, I must add
that I never saw a similar character among her pea-
suntry ; and, indeed, from his 'subsequcnt manner, I
heligve the poor lad was half-witted,
The scenery had now materially changed: we saw
" sume peasants raug’ed upon low hills, that roge on each
side, crowned with pinaster. The Licutenant and his
twe folldwers, who, hud quitted us neag the fountain,
stood on a ncighbouring height, their gvild and nfhrtial
figures resting against the sky. As we drew near, they
came rushing &own to meet us, their dress and arms
beautifully gilded by the setting sun. -
At length the Captain dcisired the band to halt; and
I perceived that we had réached one of the heights that
overlooks the main road from Barcelona to Madfid. We
had toiled for many hours und®r a burning sun; and,
completely fatigued, threw ourselves on the moor. With
that courtesp which had distinguished his condugt,dur-
ing the day, ghe Captain offercd me part of his plaig, as
we lay on the ground ; but Shocky was still indefatigable
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in his suspicions. He rgnewed his‘acrutiny, and parti-
» cularly ined my glass, which he eyidently thought
of highly antl-royahst construction, and framed expressly
for the purpose of reconntitering their positions. *en
minutes haghnot elapsed befort w& saw two of the band,
who Had been pésted on the heights, desceﬁdmg the
hill with ﬁnfskets prcsented We all started from the
grour.d and*I stw with’ pleasute our carriage in the
« road below, as we should have been eflectually compro-
mzed if our servantshad omitted to join us at the ap-
pointed spot. At this sight the Guerilla could no longer
restrain their impatience, but rushed down the steep,
and for the ﬁrst time 1 was dehvered from my perse-
cutor Shocky "The Céptain delayed an instant; then,
hastily leaving us in the cﬁarge of one of his men, joined
his party, as they had begun to plunder the carriage.
We stood %lone on the moor with our Catalan guide, and -
the guard, who could scarcely have ‘attained the age of
seventeen. Oyr situation was still precarioust we had
a cop:, of the bgamsh Constitution in the carriage, that,
if found, would have bqen a grievous offence. I remem-
bered also that T had deposited in a drasver of my desk,
«n tricolor, which liad been presented to me during the
first days of the revolution that agitated Piedmont in the
preceding year, on which théwords Liberty and Consti-
tution were worked in large characters. Such would
have been naturally applicd to Spanish politics ; nor
indeed could a stronger point of circumstantial evidence
have been adduced in confirmation of thelr suspicions.
This" danger was, howevér, imaginary, as mv dear sister
bad removed it from my desk, without my knowledge,
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before I left Englant'l. Lastly, ey suspected that I was
an officer in the Constitutional militias ; and thddiscovery *
of my regimental uniform would have confirmed that
heMef. Our best poligy was to join the band, and direct
the search that we could not prevent. Estuping from
Jour guard, wesreached the carriage,sas Shogky, who hads
probably never beheld a vehigle of this kind before. was
climbing, like a wild cat, over its sules, and eﬁ'ectmg an
cntrance. The work of plunder and investigation p
ceeded glorivusly under such congenial auspices; some
gold seals, &c. were quickly disposed of ; he seized a gold
and platina chain, placed it round his neck, and expressed
his intention to wear i always, sgying itawould be a fine
distinctive dccoration. I now,experienced a severe loss
in the destruction of the notes whith I had made on the
north of Africa and on Spain, and which had been kept
with great minuteness from the moment of sur passing
the Pyrences to the day that we Yeft Barcelona. As
Shbceky c.:xplore(] my desk—as he removed-each poper, that
nothing might cscape his vbservation—] cxpected avery
moment that the fatal tricolor wiuld appear; nor could
I account for its ;on-appcnrance till my return to England
Still the discovery of my uniform secmed almost inevi-
table; the desk was dxspose;l of, and Shocky had invaded
the trunk that contained it, and seizing part of my, wearing
apparel, appropriated it to himself, saying it would remain
in excellent hands. At this Critical moment, farther
scarch was prevented by the natural pride of the Spanish
character. $The Captain, for the first time, expressed his
conviction that we were men of honoyr and good faith,
(¢ hombres de bieny de palabra ;") and perceiving the
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extent of Shocky’s depredations, sad that not an article
of our dtess should be taken by men who were not
robhers, but defendcrs of the Faith. The Captain pow
consented to release us, and gave,us part of his cockade
in token of " fuend‘ghxp We shook hands with him, and
-in return peguesteds his acceptance of some presents of
slight value,, thut had ¢scaped, my friend Shocky’s
rapacity. During the spring of the preceding year, a
“sevolutionist who was dancing round the tricolour stan-
dard, on the day thaf the constitution was proclaimed
at Nice, gave me his tricolour cockade, desiring me to
keep it as 2 memorial of liberty; and now, by a singnlar
chance, I was given the badge of Royalist principles by
a Chief in arms for the Royal cause. A few of the
Guerilla came up dnd shook hands with us as w~= de-
parted. The sun was now actuall smkmg below the
horizon, aad the scene around us \\as bathed in a rich
flood of crimson ;«by this light we saw them, till they
were concealed from our view by the turning of the ruad,
gllt.fermg on the height, and waving their bonnets to us.
So terminated an adyenture fraught with peril, which
gave me a deeper insight into the feclihgs and opinions
“of the peasantry than could have been obtained by ycars
of investigation in calmer times. On the whole, we had
no grouLnd for complaint; fhey would have proceeded
against us somewhat hastily, but at a period when the
Constitutional troops hifd orders to give no quarter, and
the Royalists in conscquence took no prisoners, it could
not he expected that evidence would be weiyhed with the
dispassionate copsideration that is brought into a court
of justice. We had just left Barcelona, the fopus
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of Constitutional yhinciples, gpd, misled by false in-
formation, had invaded their hold at a moment when ®
the mountain was surrounded by an Bvergvhelming force ;
thegwant of good mtelhgence‘scemed improbable ; that
gur visit should be occastoned by motives osmere curi-
;)suy, apptaared still more cttraordn;a?y There existed .
grounds for susplcmn 5 p(ﬂxcy might have *%stified the
adoption of extreme measurcs, and few mén would®have
conducted themselves with greater moderation under thes
aggravated circumstances in whigh they were plaof
They considered the sums of which they deprived us as
A tax fairly levied in the King’s service on m:n who had
incurred a much severer pcnalty, by coming to their fast-
nesses from the very camp of their enemies, provided
wi o Constitntional passports. ‘v pen this principle, the
Captain authorized the detention of our pistols, but would
ot allow the seizu® of a single article of oyr wearing
anparel ; and when Wwe had quitted thie band, a Guerilla-
may, infuenced by the same irregulag principle of
honesty, hastened to restore our drinkjng bota, M.lich
was handsome, and would have heen esteemed a prize
by any Spaniard® of his class. Shocky, it must be ad-
mitted, made no refined distinctions, 2nd by no means™
thought the restitution of goods a neccssary ceremonial
to be observed on our libefation. The Guerilla were
joined, at the close of the day, by two labourdrs, who
drew their muskets from some bushes, where they were
concealed ; including these men, their numbers, I be-
lieve, amoumpd to twenty-five. They were only arped
with carabines ; ; a few. I think, had short knives, which
could seldom Be avauable in the field, *Their manners
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were frank, manly, andoabove their station; they were
sincere in the opinions which they had embraced, and
were certainly not, at that time, influenced by foréign
agency. Itwas melancholy to see the attachment which
they devotsd to a cause whose failure, almost certain for
. the moment, would inevitably involve their own de-
giruction, and impossible to refuse a tribute of admira-
tion to principle unshaken by the extremity of danger,
~and energies so generously though ineffectually exerted.
e few opinions which they casually expressed re-
specting their church were certainly bigoted, and exag-
gerated by the heat of party; still T belicve that such
originated rather in a generons sympathy withy the
priesthood, and in an attachment to their old instita-
tions, which they wssociated with the cause of God,
than in any genuine intolerance. In this opinion I
was confirmed by a few words that passed between two
Guerilla-men, whose moderation, as applied to ourselves,
formed a strihing contrast to the religious htrror svith
which they regarded the Constitutionalists. * Somc
maintain,”’ said the first to his companion, * that they
resemble the Moors, others deny it; I-am ignorant how
? the matter stands, but we are all brothers.” (% Unos
dicen que son como los Moros, otros mo, 70 mo se,
pero somos todos hermands.’’) This native gencro-
sity breaking through the cloud of prejudicc and party—
these sentiments uttertd by an uneducated soldier of the
Faith—surprised and pleased me greatly. I must notice
one peculiarity, unusual to the Spaniarda, in some de-
gree, I think, attributable to the religious character
which the war had assumed : in their utmost exaspera-
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tion, I never heard @ single mag give vent to his anger in
an oath, or in any_ irreligious exprcsmon With respecs
to ourselves, a courtesy and a deﬁcacy pervaded their
c@duct astonishing, when %e consider that, with the
Lexception of the Captaid and the Lieutenept, the men
g Who composed the Guerilla were only peasants They
observed my drcss with attention, but not ®ith rudeness ;
they cxamined a severe blow which 'I hall received over
my eye many years before, which they thought a sab
cut, and an additional proof of my connexion withf
army; but although they questioned me freely on other
pgints, they abstained from any remark which they
caneeived might be personally gﬂ'ensivg. In answer to
some plan proposed by the eternal Shocky, which had
f..its object the discovery of ous intention in visiting
the mountain, though we never understood its nature,
his companion arkwered, “ Secria muy pocg delicado.”
(It would be lttle delicate.) Ang in this, as in many
other imstances, a dehicacy uf feeling vas shown that
would have reflected honour un refineg society. .When
we were taken, after the first discussion the Lleubenant
called us aside and, regretting that the King’s service
compelled him to make such a defand, desired us
deliver our gold, unconscious that Shocky’s zeal had
disembarrassed us of all "we possessed. The subject
was never mentioned by the Captain, but, %after owr
carriage was taken, the Lieutcmant renewed. the request
with the same guarded delicacy of manner, saying that
the defencc of the mountain requlred every assistance.
When we nssured them, il the earlicr part of the
day, that we had given up all we had brought 0 the
* voL. 1 Q
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mountain, although theygegarded out conduct with deep
cuspicion,-2ven Shocky, who was the least satisfied, and
., by far the least’ considerate of the band, did not at-
< tempt to ascertain the fact, I might have carried in
my pocket Relf the gold of which we were dispossessed,
had I conccived such conduct cither honourable or.
prudent SR ’

TS Spain- a veggar will invite the passenger to share
«tjth him his last crust of bread: with the same charac-
teri.‘ic generosity, although they never scrupled to ex-
press before us their belicf in our guilt, and their desire
of vengeance, still, whenever they paused to drink from
the stream, they Pressed us to do 8o likewise; and while
they took some refreshment at the venta, a Guerilla-man
cume out, and offering us brandy, pressed us to dmnk
it with good-humoured carnestness.

The allignce that existed betweer: me and Shocky
was certuinly of a gurious and indefinable character.
This man was totally unlike the rest of his compannions,
and jh all respegts a perfect original. He posscssed
neither the pride, the stateliness, nor the delicacy of the
Spanish character, but was good-humourcd, and not un-
generous ; he was cunning, and had much of that dry wit
peculiar to the Catalans, which hc sumetimes exercised
upon his prisoners with more tulent than judgment. In
the first moment of our capturc he was more violent
than the rest; when tleir suspicions had abated, he
shook hands with us most warmly, and when their
doubts rgvived, his voice was most decidedly against us.
During our march, he principally attached himsclf to me,
asking many indifferent, some very insidious questions,



NOTES. . 339

and mingling amicable convefation with repeated as-
surances of our destruction. The grdogr with which he
gaye his voice for our death whenever the question
wid agitated, and, wjen he was overruled, the naiveté
with whjch he resumed his place by ‘e wide of
#my horse, and rencwed .thc convﬂ'satlon vthout any'
appearance of ill-willy or thg slighteg sygpicion that°l
could entertain feelings of ill-humour with him for the
part he had iaken in the discussion, were inﬁnit}ﬂ
absurd. He was short; his countenance unprepos-
sessing, and at times ferocious; but, in his good-
humoured moments, there was a lively and reckless
expression of eye, thaty combined with the gencral ani-
mation of his manner, dirguised the natural plainness of
his fatures. I do not believe he®was malignant: he
supposed us to be encmics, and possibly, like the fox-
hunter, who thinks "the sport incomplcte if He lose his
fox, so Shocky thought that the day’® business would he
unentisfaltory, if two strangers of douBtful chagacter
were permitted to escapr. In the evlning, whae he
saw us exchanging presents with the Captain, he came
up to me actunll.y arrayed in my spoils, and asked, in,
the most artless tone, whether no present was reserved
for him—* Nada para mzi” He evidently thought
that his connexion with me durmg the march hgd fully
entitled him to this parting act 2f friendship, and was
in nowise cancelled by the summary proceedings he
had, so constantly advised, or the rapidity with which
every article of value had vanished under his inspétfon.
I laughed at his request, and with somesdifficulty foitnd
an @ld knife, which I presented to him, and which he
02
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Inay since have possibly®applied to the disadvantage of
some Constltutlmal throat. He took it-good-humouredly,

‘ and as we lost sight of the band, we saw him waving
his bonnet higher and longer than the rest of his cof-
panione. € .

¢ T have (‘welt pa haps, too long on c‘etmls of this,
nhturg; but I, wighed to ma.ke my reader in some de-

gree acquainted with the character of the Royalist in-

rgents, and with the interior, if I may use the expres-

sion, of a Catalan Gaerilla. The Captain was distin-
guished only by a hat which he wore instead of the
bonnet. He had foug.bt among those mountains in the
war of Indeptndence: he was middle-sized, but his
features were handsomecand expressive; he seemed to
be from thirty to thirty-five years of age, and was kppa-
rently a man of deep reflection, and of strong but con-
trolled paSsions.

I have dwelt But slightly on the mode of warfare
pecyliar to the Guerillas, as it has been so often°de-
scrived by offictrs engaged in the Peninsular war. Dur-
ing the civil war of 1822, the Constltutxonal troops,
.. compelled to attack the insurgents in their own fast-
nesses, and frequently in situations where cavalry is use-
less, suffered almost equalkv from victory as from defeat.
Small parties were totally destroyed convoys cut off,
and every straggler from his regiment doomed to de-
struction : sometin}es,. at the call of a popular leader,
like the Trappist, the Royalist Guerillas came down
froin the mountains, like a whirlwind, foraed at once a
powerful army,. supplied the want of goard discipline by
fanatic courage, overran the open country and even
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obtaingd possession of the for®fied towns. The Trap-
pist, supposed te be invulnerahle, gvent ‘to battle,
mounted on a black charger, bearing the sabre in oned
hend and the cross ig the other, and habited in his mo-

snastic garb, that was pcrforated with musk®-badls. Be-

pfore the combat, he knelt upon the grounj rayed fer®
vently for success, then bugst upoq'the.engmy yitlP a
valour that was thought supernatural. Such was hip
influence,*that, at his approach, the tocsin rang, and oe
peasantry rosc to arms. He was connccted with the
great military operations of that time, and his fame has
swrvived ; but others, whose names are scarcely remem-
bered, appeared for a moment onethis scene of confusion,
emulated his actions within she narrow limits of their
nuge district, acquired a great though bounded. influ-
ence, and stamped the war with an extraordinary cha-
racter of chivalry B?D(l devotion. *

I am not acquainted with the fat® of our Captain and
hi¢ hand. Few of the petty chieftaind who plgyed a
prominent part in this cx.rly period of the civil warPsur-
vived the dlsastmus days that followed the fall of Cer-
vera. The prmclpal leaders had morg resources at theig
disposal, for the most part succeeded in effecting their
escape into France, and rg—cppeared with greater force.

We left Pampeluna in the commencement of June,
and passinggthrough some bold and beautiful dvehery,
followed the goad to Tolosa. The main pass of the
Pyrenees was at that time occupied by a Royalist Gue-
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rilla. On leaving the ®Bosada at the entrance of the
aeﬁle, we were preceded by a man, wkom I afterwards
 discovered to be the Chief of the band, and one of the
guardians of the mountain appoxqted by the Royahicu
for thetpm{mse of examlmng suspicious persons and.
<protecting dellers ¢rom outrt‘tge He jojned me as T
wis wplking bgfore, the carrjage, andl almost immediately
lgd the conversation to public events, as if desirous of
a}certmnmg my opmlons I replied freely, and followed
hlm without hesitatios as he entered a wood, and led
the way by a shorter path to the main-road: he was
flattered at the want of suspicion implied in my manner,
and continued <o discuss the political grievances of his
party with much earnestness. The treatment of the
King and the clergy,'and the abolition of the proviﬂq:ial
distinctions, formed the principal causes of complaint ;
but his latguage was free from the rmttcmess 8O preva-
lent in the districts'that we had Iate]y quztted it was
generally considierate ; and more than once he corrected
himéelf when ht had made use of an expression which
he thought intemperaté. Not only the msurrectmn wns
recent in Navarrg, and mutual injuries * had not yet, as
in Catalonia, brought every deadly passion into play,
but its population is less m*mctable, and neither party
would kave been so eager to adopt the system of ex-
termination that cba.ractcmed the struggle in Cata-
lonia. In that provmce, the most ferocious acts were
perpetrated by the native militias, and the Catalan par-
tisails “were distinguished as the  terrible Guerillas,”
fron their unrelenting retaliation. In gllusion to the
massacres engendered by this system of war, the Corfgs,
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in an address presenftd to the King on the 25th or 26th
of May,‘conclude their review on the statg of Catalonia
in the following expressive lnng;mge :—* Sire, the state-
merd which we have laigl before you is unhappily proved
by the different factions fhat have simultarJously ap-
peared in batalonin, where events bavé occprred that
are too horsible to recyl to your rccolloctit{fn, and thats
the pen trembles to yvecord.” DBut a milder spirit pre-
vailed in Nawarre.  Ile told me that, a few days befure,
lis band had captured a small pakty of the Constitu-
tional troops, but had only disarmed them, and desired
theny to make the best of their way Yo Pampeluna, under
the protection of the Deity. He seems o have partly
+alied on a promise which he hed exacted, us the price
of thei liberation, that they would not again Lear ayms
agwiist the soldiers of the Faith—an engagement that
supcrseded the scvere measures adopted in Catalonia,
where the difficulty of maintuining prisoners in the
mountein-fsticsses 1endered their esecution, on the
part of the Royaliste, not only an act ov' reprisal, but
almost of neccessary policy. He €poke confidently of
the approaching thvasion by the Frengh troops, and
dwelt enthusiastically on the praises of the Baron
Eroles, under whom he had e¢scrved, and who would
again place himself at the” head of his ancieny fol-
lowers—a prediciion that was afterwards verified. This
valley, he said, was rendered famous by the annihila-
tion of a French regiment, during the war of Indepen-
dence ; and hp trusted the Copstitutionalists wduld
not provoke a gimilar fate, by venturing to attack
them in their fastnesses. He then gave me a detailed
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account of the mannes in which his party had baflled a
large body of the French troops, who had cumnpletely
surrounded the mountain where they had retreated. It
was resolved that the Guerilla should disperse ;! that
eachema should choose a separate path; but that all
should re-assemble at a givenhour and at an appoint~d
«spot. They di.persed, and every man left to his ow n
resources cffected his cscape; nor was an individual ab-
sent when the Captain called over their rames at the
stated time and plade.

When we reached the middle of th{ pass, he showed
me a rock on the opfiosite side, hanging over the stream
that flowed heneath covered with chelstnut and under-
wood. ‘There, he sa.d his Guerilla were concealed. A
few minutes later; he fired his musket as a sig, -l that
they should not descend at the sound of the cafiiage,
and soox afterwards shook hands With me and departed.
During this conversation, in which he frankly but tem-
perately expressed his opinions, his languag®was always
el>vated, and'kometimes scriptural. T give one specimnen
of his native eloquence: while he was speaking of the
sufferings of the priesthood, he saw Some little children
playing on the road, and, turning to me, said with ve-

‘#€mence,—* Nosotros snbemos bien la ley de untés y
la lew de Dios ; pero esos chicos—que ley conoceran 2
We are well acquainted with the law of the old tume
and the law of God: but these little ones—what law
will they know ?—and his voice faltered with emotion.

END OF \OL. 1.
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